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Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the First Peoples throughout Melbourne 
and Victoria and recognise their continuing connection to 
the land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to Elders, 
past and present. We ask that, during your travels, you 
respect the cultures, peoples and land.

Wominjeka

Aunty Joy Wandin Murphy
Senior Wurundjeri Elder 
of the Kulin Nation
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Competition

It's a quintessential Melbourne experience. Stay at Pullman 
Melbourne on the Park and enjoy MCG views from your 

deluxe suite, as well as dinner and cocktails at 
The Cliveden Bar & Dining. 

Worth more than $1,600

• A two-night stay at Pullman Melbourne on the Park with lounge access
• Cocktails and a dinner for two at The Cliveden Bar & Dining

• Daily breakfast for two and a picnic hamper
• An MCG Tour and Australian Sports Museum entry for two

WINWIN

*Terms and conditions apply

Scan the 
QR code for 
your chance 

to win

https://bit.ly/3D6w3XE


There’s plenty going on in Melbourne 
over the summer months. Of course, 
there are the big sporting events like 
the Boxing Day Test and Australian 
Open within walking distance of the 
city, and you can also head out of 
town to catch Geelong’s Festival of 
Sails or the Cadel Evans Great Ocean 
Road Race.

If it’s culture you’re after, we’ve got 
that too. Catch new cult musical 
& Juliet, with its soundtrack of 
pop anthems by Britney Spears, 
Katy Perry and more, or head to 

Hikers in Victoria's High Country

NGV International to see the new 
blockbuster exhibition, Alexander 
McQueen: Mind, Mythos, Muse. 

This is a great time of year to explore 
the rest of the state. The new visitor 
facilities at Budj Bim Cultural 
Landscape mean you can now see 
this incredible example of ancient 
aquaculture up close. There are 
plenty of other new attractions  
too. Make the most of them all and 
make this your summer to explore  
all parts of our state. 

Brendan McClements 

Can you feel that?  
It’s Melbourne heating  
up as summer arrives.  
This is an incredible time 
of year to be in the city,  
as the weather becomes 
its spectacular best and 
everyone’s thoughts  
turn to the upcoming 
holiday season.

Welcome 
to Victoria  
By Brendan McClements, 
CEO Visit Victoria
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Mornington Peninsula

Drawing 
on Summer Ben Ross
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There’s so much going on in 
Melbourne during summer.  
Sport, festivals, musicals, exhibitions, 
picnics, catch-ups at rooftop bars… 
How do you capture that all in one 
image? You go to the man whose 
artist statement literally reads,  
“I paint summer.” That guy is  
Ben Ross and his Benny Cools 
characters on the cover of this 
issue are celebrating everything  
about the season. 

Artist Ben Ross loves 
summer so much he 
incorporates it in all  
his work. And that’s  
it on the cover of  
this guide.

He began painting partly to pull 
himself out of a difficult period in  
his life and, when it worked, he 
wanted to share that feeling of joy.

“I started painting detailed 
caricatures,” he continues. “When 
you look at my art there’s always 
something new, something that  
takes you away from life, something  
to be lost in, even for a split second.”

Ben, a former tradie, is a dedicated 
surfer who originally started drawing 
on a holiday in Mexico and the US  
and now plies his trade on the 
Mornington Peninsula.

The Heat Is On
“I grew up surfing and was always in 
the water, but I also watched films like 
Fast Times at Ridgemont High, Dazed 
and Confused, Point Break and Lords 
of Dogtown,” says Ben. “They’re the 
movies I base my art on – that 70s, 
hippie, free-loving surfer.”

Summer Loving
Because he paints summer, it’s the 
time of year that’s busiest for Ben,  
but it’s also his favourite season.
“Summer to me is tasty waves, 
margaritas on ice and the smell  
of paint,” he says. 

“My perfect summer day is a morning 
run on the beach with my two dogs, 
Theo and Sunny, followed by an  
iced long black with a wave in sight.  
Then I’d surf all day and work until  
the morning.”
Story continues overleaf

“  Summer to me  
is tasty waves,  
margaritas on ice  
and the smell  
of paint,”



Drawing on Summer
Continued

Fave surf spot? 
I have a few depending on what  
you’re trying to get out of your surf.  
A smooth, fun surf with plenty of  
local faces is definitely Point Leo.  
If I want to work for my drinks  
and surf by myself, I’ll head  
to Gunnamatta.

Best detour? 
Kilcunda, on the way past Phillip 
Island. Scrumptious waves, cute  
little general store, and nothing  
but God’s country out that way.

 + benross.co

OVG_Full Page Ad_152x192_Summer.indd   1OVG_Full Page Ad_152x192_Summer.indd   1 12/10/2022   5:43 pm12/10/2022   5:43 pm

Blairgowrie Pier 
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Tips for a Top Summer
The outdoors-loving artist lets us in 
on a few of his choice spots on the 
Mornington Peninsula and beyond.

First coffee of the day? 
I’ve become a local at a few cafes down 
here, but the two I mostly hit up are 
Phase Two in Balnarring and Merricks 
General Store.

Favourite winery  
or brewery?
Oh, it’s hard to say, but I love Kerri 
Greens at Red Hill because we can 
pack a picnic and take the dogs along. 
I also love Jetty Road in Dromana.  
The beer is to die for.

http://benross.co?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://fedsquare.com/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


On Now 

ALWAYS LIVE 
Various locations

 + alwayslive.com.au

Harry Potter and  
the Cursed Child 
Princess Theatre 

 + harrypottertheplay.com 

THE LUME Melbourne 
Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

 + thelume.com 

Wednesdays 
Summer Night Market
Queen Victoria Market

 + qvm.com.au

Tyama: A multisensory 
experience of nature 
Melbourne Museum 

 + museumsvictoria.com.au 

Until 4 Dec
Great Ocean Road Beach 
Volleyfest
Torquay Foreshore

 + beachvolleyfest.com.au

Until 15 Jan
HAMILTON 
Her Majesty’s Theatre 

 + hamiltonmusical.com.au 

Until 15 Jan
Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat
Regent Theatre

 + josephthemusical.com.au

Until 23 Apr
Time • Rone
Flinders Street Station

 + rone.art

Until 19 Feb
Phantom of the Opera
Arts Centre Melbourne

 + opera.org.au

December

1 – 4 Dec
Australian Open Golf
Victoria Golf Club and
Kingston Heath Golf Club

 + golf.org.au

3 – 12 Dec
Melbourne Music Week
Various locations

 + mmw.melbourne.vic.gov.au

What’s On

8 Dec – 9 Apr
MPavilion
Queen Victoria Gardens

 + mpavilion.org

10 Dec
Billy Joel
Melbourne Cricket Ground

 + frontiertouring.com/billyjoel

From 11 Dec
Alexander McQueen:
Mind, Mythos, Muse
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne

13 – 18 Dec
FINA World Swimming 
Championships (25M)
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre

 + FINA-Melbourne2022.org

24 Dec
Carols by Candlelight
Sidney Myer Music Bowl

 + carols.visionaustralia.org 

26 – 30 Dec
Boxing Day Test
Australia v South Africa
Melbourne Cricket Ground

 + cricket.com.au

January

6 – 10 Jan
Federation University Road  
National Championships
Ballarat

 + roadnationals.org.au

7 Jan – 28 Apr
Live at the Bowl
Sidney Myer Music Bowl

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

15 Jan
So Frenchy, So Chic
Werribee Park

 + sofrenchysochic.com

16 – 29 Jan
Australian Open
Melbourne Park

 + ausopen.com

22 Jan – 12 Feb
Midsumma Festival 
Various locations

 + midsumma.org.au

26 – 29 Jan
Festival of Sails
Royal Geelong Yacht Club

 + festivalofsails.com.au

27 – 29 Jan
Cadel Evans Great
Ocean Road Race
Geelong and the Surf Coast

 + cadelevansgreatoceanroadrace.
com.au

29 Jan – 2 Apr 
Mary Poppins
Her Majesty's Theatre

 + marypoppinsmusical.com.au

February
 
18 – 19 Feb
The Waterfront Festival
7N Pier Promenade

 + discoverfrankston.com

Coming Soon

3 – 5 Mar 
Australian International 
Airshow 
Avalon Airport, Geelong

 + airshow.com.au 

From 9 Mar
& Juliet
Regent Theatre

 + andjuliet.com.au

10 – 13 Mar
Moomba
Alexandra Gardens

 + moomba.melbourne.vic.gov.au

29 Mar – 23 Apr
Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival
Various locations

 + comedyfestival.com.au

30 Mar – 2 Apr
Formula 1® Australian  
Grand Prix
Albert Park

 + grandprix.com.au

4 – 14 Apr
Rip Curl Pro Bells Beach
Torquay

 + worldsurfleague.com/events

& Juliet (UK Cast) Johan Persson
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Bourke Street Mall Roberto Seba

Get into the spirit  
of the season 
Summer isn’t complete without 
a selfie in front of our Christmas 
Festival decorations, a trip to the 
celebrated Myer Christmas windows 
and an arm decorated with gift bags 
for friends and loved ones. 

Explore the unrivalled selection of 
gifts at our beloved local retailers. 
From big brands and department 
stores to unique makers and 
designers, our central shopping 
district has it all. 

Don’t forget to add a few fresh 
ingredients – always the cherry  
on top of any festive meal – from 
Queen Victoria Market. 

Soak up the sights and 
sounds of Australia’s 
event capital 
Melbourne is globally recognised 
for its cultural experiences, and 
our events calendar explodes over 
summer with a bounty of options  
to entertain and delight. 

Book a seat at one of our major 
theatres or explore the niche offerings 
at our independent playhouses. 

Need more tips?  
Stop by one of 
Melbourne’s  
visitor services.

Melbourne Visitor Hub  
at Town Hall
Swanston Street

Melbourne Visitor Booth
Bourke Street Mall

Fitzroy Gardens Visitor  
Centre and Cooks' Cottage
Fitzroy Gardens,  
Wellington Parade

Queen Victoria Market 
Visitor Hub 
Corner String Bean Alley  
and Queen Street
 
City Ambassadors
Talk to our red coat volunteers 
along Swanston Street and 
Federation Square
 
Operating hours may vary.  
For more details, visit  
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.
au/visitors  
or call 03 9658 9658

Melbourne dazzles in summer, with an air of 
celebration that puts a pep in our step. Make the 
most of the longer, warmer days by curating your 
own summer in the city adventure at the What’s 
On Melbourne website. Make sure you don’t miss  
my favourites.

Pack a picnic to enjoy in our ever-
expanding network of parks and 
gardens, or – on warmer days – seek 
refuge in our museums, galleries and 
libraries where you can while away 
the hours until the cool change hits. 

Be sure to keep your eye out for 
markets, festivals and family-friendly 
activities that pop up all over the  
city each week. 

Kick back and let the 
good times roll 
Our renowned dining and bar  
scene is the top reason people visit 
Melbourne. Be like the locals do  
and make it your summer mission  
to discover a new favourite restaurant, 
dish or ice cream flavour. 

Find a rooftop perch or lounge along 
the waterfront for many happy hours, 
and be sure to clear the calendar  
for long lunches that melt into  
al fresco dinners. 

Why not top it off with a staycation  
at one of our luxury hotels, where  
you can cool off in a five-star pool  
after a long day of exploring?

Summer 
Loving  
By Sally Capp, Lord Mayor
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24 Hours in
Melbourne

She spent much of her life on the  
Gold Coast, but these days Sam Stosur 
lives in Melbourne with her family. 
After an incredible career, she’s  
now turned her attention to doubles 
and is returning to our own festival  
of tennis, the Australian Open  
(16–29 January), to see if she can  
claim another title.

What makes the 
Australian Open  
special?
The AO is like a carnival – there’s  
so much to do and experience.  
The fans are so loud and, as an Aussie, 
the atmosphere on court is like 
nowhere else.

Where do you get your 
day-starter coffee in 
Melbourne?
 I love grabbing some Portuguese tarts 
from Casa Nata in Thornbury and 
having friends or family for coffee  
on the weekend. If we do go out,  
I like Poke the Bear in Northcote  
and Hugo’s in Richmond.

On the eve of the Australian Open, 
we chat to tennis player Samantha Stosur 
about life in Melbourne.

Do you have a  
favourite shop? 
Any of the stores on High Street 
in Northcote. If you need clothes, 
earrings, boots or plants you can  
find it all on that shopping strip. 

Best spot for a 
celebratory dinner? 
It’s hard to pick just one. Rumi in  
East Brunswick, Chin Chin in the  
city, Umberto in Thornbury and 
Mesob Ethiopian restaurant in 
Northcote are always fun picks. 

Best way to enjoy 
Melbourne’s great 
outdoors? 
I enjoy some of the bike tracks.  
The Merri Creek, Darebin Creek  
and Capital City trails are all great  
and they link up. 

What does summer in 
Melbourne mean to you?  
Tennis, tennis and tennis! Sport in 
general, sunshine and being with 
family and friends.

Got a favourite  
Victorian break? 
There are so many beautiful spots for 
a day trip near Melbourne. Daylesford 
and Kyneton are a couple of faves to 
hit up if you want a bit of a road trip.

 + ausopen.com

Sam Stosur Australian Open Daylesford Convent

"  The AO is like a  
carnival – there’s  
so much to do  
and experience.  
The fans are so loud  
and, as an Aussie,  
the atmosphere  
on court is like  
nowhere else."
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The ISPS Handa Australian Open 
(1–4 December) is back, but with 
a few changes. For the first time, 
the Men’s, Women’s and a new All 
Abilities tournament will be played 
at the same time, in the heart of The 
Melbourne Sandbelt at Victoria Golf 
Club and Kingston Heath Golf Club.

This is where Aussie golfing great 
Geoff Ogilvy grew up. He learned 
to play at Cheltenham Golf Club 
and later joined Victoria Golf Club 
before becoming one of our best-ever 
professional players. 

After spending 20 years in the US, 
he’s back on the sandbelt working 
with a golf architecture company, 
running his own tournament, and 
playing on the tour, including at the 
Australian Open, a competition close 
to his heart.

“Offering young players an easy 
opportunity to come watch some  
of the best men and women golfers  
of all abilities will help inspire future 
generations,” he says. “You can 
come watch major winners Minjee 
Lee and Hannah Green playing the 
same venues during the same week 
as major winners Cam Smith, Adam 
Scott and myself.”

Want to get into the swing? Here are 
Geoff’s tips for some of the best places 
to golf around Victoria.

Melbourne
“We have 10 excellent, challenging, 
unique courses that should be 
on every true golfer’s bucket list, 
grouped within 15 to 20 minutes of 
each other. There are 10 more in a 
further 45-minute radius. It’s truly 
unbelievable!”

Mornington Peninsula 
“There’s Cape Schanck, the National, 
St Andrews Beach, Rosebud Country 
Club and many more courses all 
within minutes of great surf beaches, 
kid-friendly beaches, wineries and 
many gourmet delights.”

Bellarine Peninsula 
“You’re close to Bells Beach, 
surrounded by wineries and on 
the way to the famous Great Ocean 
Road, plus you can golf at 13th Beach, 
Lonsdale Links, Barwon Heads, 
Curlewis and many others.”  

 + visitvictoria.com/golf

13th Beach Golf Course Gary Lisbon

Geoff Ogilvy

A Golfing Great
He’s one of the stars of this year’s 
Australian Open, so we asked Geoff Ogilvy 
about the competition and golfing in Victoria.

“  We have 10 excellent, challenging,  
unique courses that should be on  
every true golfer’s bucket list "
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Top left and background: Jožef Tominc Man in Ottoman dress 1830–40 (detail), National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne. Purchased with funds donated by Luisa, Simona and 
Luca Valmorbida in memory of Carlo Valmorbida, 2010; Centre: Alexander McQueen Look 30 (detail), from the Dante collection, autumn–winter 1996–97, disused synagogue, Lower 
East Side, New York, 1996. Photo © Robert Fairer © Alexander McQueen. Model: Kristen McMenamy; Bottom: Alexander McQueen Look 15 (detail), from the Horn of Plenty collection, 
autumn–winter 2009–10, Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy, Paris, 10 March 2009. Photo © Robert Fairer © Alexander McQueen. Model: Kamila Filipcikova
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This exhibition was organised by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, in partnership with the National Gallery of Victoria.

It’s such an important time of year 
for many of the Asian communities 
across Melbourne, and there are loads 
of places you can get involved in  
the festivities.

Chinatown Bound
For 10 days, there’ll be celebrations 
around the Chinatown precinct. 
All the stores will be decorated and 
restaurants will be serving dishes 
like dumplings (they signify sending 
away the old and welcoming the new). 
There will also be dragon dances, 
fireworks and so much more  
right across the main weekend  
(21–22 January). 

On the Bridge
Another big event will be the Asian 
Community of Australia’s Lunar New 
Year event (20 January) at Southbank’s 
Queensbridge Square. Expect 
lanterns, fireworks, food and a festival 
atmosphere as everyone gathers to 
welcome the Year of the Rabbit.

Happy New Year
If you’re planning on joining the 
Lunar New Year celebrations, it’s 
great to know some of the traditions 
associated with it. Because the day 
represents a fresh start, it’s typical 
to wear new clothes and to choose 
something in red. Stay away from 
black and white, which are considered 
unlucky. You could also give your kids 
(or unmarried friends) some money  
in a red envelope. It only needs to  
be a couple of dollars.

Enter the
Dragon

Lunar New Year arrives 
on 22 January, so get 
ready to celebrate the 
Year of the Rabbit, 
with weeks of exciting 
celebrations.

Melbourne's Chinatown Precinct

20



More than 700 athletes from 
180 countries are heading to our 
shores to compete in the FINA 
World Swimming Championships 
(25m) taking place at Albert Park’s 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic  
Centre from 13 to 18 December.

25-Metre Action
It’s fast, it’s furious and it’s coming 
this way. This will be the return 
of FINA international events to 
Melbourne for the first time since 
2007. The competition pool for the 
Short Course Championship is a 
25-metre pool, making it uniquely 
action packed with more laps,  
more turns and more speed!

All the Stars
Aussie superstars Emma McKeon 
and Mollie O’Callaghan will join 
Victorians Mack Horton and Jenna 
Strauch in the largest Dolphins 
contingent to swim at the Short 
Course Championships, taking  
on the might of countries such 
as the USA, UK and China. 

There’s plenty of prize money up
for grabs, with US$2.16 million
(about A$3.3 million) on offer.
The Australian Dolphins announced 
a team of 36 swimmers, most of 
whom competed at the FINA  
World Swimming Championships 
in Budapest or the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

“This is a world-class team set to face 
some of international swimming's 
premier short course athletes right 
here in our own backyard,” says 

Swimming Australia CEO Eugénie 
Buckley. “I can’t think of a better  
way for our swimming family,  
and sporting fans more broadly, to  
finish the year than to be poolside  
in Melbourne cheering our  
Dolphins on.”

Fun For Everyone
The ultimate summer showdown 
takes place throughout the day and 
into the night. Bring the kids along 
early, so they can experience the 
heats during the daytime; after dark, 
it’s time for the semi-finals and finals 
to take place. As well as the racing, 
there’s also food and drink stalls  
and live entertainment in the  
Market Street fan zone.

For more information or  
to get tickets, head to

 + FINA-Melbourne2022.org

“  I can’t think of a  
better way for our  
swimming family,  
and sporting fans  
more broadly, to  
finish the year than  
to be poolside in  
Melbourne cheering  
our Dolphins on.”

The 
Ultimate 
Summer 
Showdown

Be there to watch Australia’s 
Olympic champions take on the 
world at the World Short Course
Swimming Championships 
in Melbourne.

Kaylee McKeown Delly Carr

David Popovici Mike Lewis Kyle Chalmers Delly Carr
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There’s no show like the Airshow.  
If you’re ready to see jet fighters doing 
high-speed fly-bys, helicopters
zooming past in attack formation, 
vintage planes performing aerial 
acrobatics and so much more, head 
to Avalon Airport for the Australian 
International Airshow (3–5 March). 
This is the largest show of its kind in 
the southern hemisphere, and  
it guarantees a thrill a minute.

Go on, look up! The Australian International Airshow is back,
with all the excitement and action you’ve come to expect.

Set to Soar

After-Dark Delight
The whole event kicks off with the 
famous Friday Night Alight. There’ll 
be a laser show, live music and, if that 
wasn’t enough, night-time aerobatics. 
There’ll also be a return of the epic 
Wall of Fire. You better believe you’ll 
be able to feel the heat.

Jet Action
The entire weekend is sure to take 
your breath away. Some of the most 
potent assets in Australia’s air defence 
arsenal – jet fighters, strike bombers 
and heavy transport aircraft – will 
be strutting their impressive stuff, 
including performing breathtaking 
routines and simulated combat 
manoeuvres. And, of course, 

favourites like the Tiger Moth  
bi-planes and other vintage warbirds  
will be demonstrating their moves. 
There are also plenty of static aircraft 
you can view up close.

New and Improved
For the first time ever, there’ll be free 
general admission entry for kids 15 
years and under, as well as free onsite 
parking. There have been some 
changes to the viewing areas too, 
with improved shelter and a fourth 
grandstand added to fill demand. 
Plus, a second entrance gate has  
been added to ensure time isn’t 
wasted by being stuck in a queue.

 + airshow.com.au

Scandinavian Airshow’s Skycats Wingwalking

Friday Night Alight Show
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Musical Journey
As part of the ALWAYS LIVE concerts, 
musicologist Bruce Milne and music 
journalist Mary Mihelakos are leading 
a series of Melbourne Music Bus 
Tours. Over the course of two hours, 
you’ll visit some of the city’s sacred 
music sites as they tell tales of the 
musicians and characters who have 
shaped the scene. The bus will go past 
current venues, important sites for 
Indigenous musicians, music video 
locations, laneways named after 
musical greats and locations that have 
inspired some of our favourite songs. 
Plus, each tour will be accompanied 
by a special guest muso who’ll 
influence the direction in which  
the bus goes.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Legendary Lygon
Summer is great for social occasions, 
so why not combine your next one 
with the chance to discover (or 
rediscover) some amazing restaurants 
and bars on the Carlton Aperitivo 
Food Tour? For two hours, you’ll stroll 
along Lygon Street, learning the story 
of Melbourne’s Italian migrants and, 
best of all, indulging in the aperitivo 
tradition. Raise a glass of prosecco, 
Italian wine or a spritz while tasting 
the best arancini, cicchetti, pizza, 
pasta, salumi, cheese and gelato 
in a variety of this famous street’s 
venues. If you don’t know much about 
Melbourne’s Little Italy now, you’ll  
be an expert after.

 + flavourhoodtours.com.au

Seeking
Inspiration
There’s so much happening 
around Melbourne during 
summer, so fill your days 
with these activities and 
one-off events.

Sail Away
If you’ve been mesmerised by the 
Australian Open golf action or are 
keen to witness Geelong’s Festival 
of Sails, take a journey with Port 
Phillip Ferries. The new purpose-built 
Melbourne Ferry Terminal, with its 
cafe and big windows overlooking 
Victoria Harbour, is the place to start. 
There are two destinations, Geelong 
(95 minutes) and Portarlington (just 
over two hours), and both offer plenty 
to do once you’ve disembarked. Book 
a mini break package to Geelong if 
you want to check out the sailing 
action or get into the swing of things 
with a golf package and you’ll soon  
be playing stunning Bellarine 
Peninsula courses.

 + portphillipferries.com.au

Live Music at Sidney Myer Music Bowl 

ALWAYS LIVE Lygon Street Port Phillip Ferries
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Landmarks
& Laneways

Melbourne has more 
than 200 lanes in the 
central city, totalling 
nine hectares of space. 
The Green Your Laneway 
program helped 
transform city laneways 
into leafy, green, useable 
spaces for everyone. 
Check out what is hidden 
down some of these 
laneways. 

Guildford Lane
Red brick factories and warehouses 
capturing the city’s industrial 
heritage are the perfect backdrop for 
the colourful variety of plant species 
installed in Guildford Lane. Drain 
water captured is used to nourish 
the vines and ivy in the area. There 
is heaps to see in this lane. Head to 
Krimper or Brick Lane to grab a coffee 
and a bite, or try shaved ice desserts 
at Scoopy. 

Cycling enthusiasts should pop  
into the Rapha Australia clubhouse.  
There is also Mike Makatron’s 
towering mural of an overgrown 
factory painted on an old substation 
door. It’s a nod to Melbourne’s  
green future and the lane’s  
industrial heritage.

Meyers Place
Meyers Place is one of Melbourne’s 
oldest laneways and a popular place  
to escape the hustle and bustle.  
It is home to trees, vertical gardens, 
climbing vines and a green gallery.  
A large jungle-themed mural by Mike 
Makatron brings even more green 
to the space. More than a thousand 
plants have been installed on the side 
of Loop Project Space & Bar, which 
hosts an ever-changing program of 
creative endeavours. You can also 
enjoy panoramic views of the city 
from the rooftop bar. Back on the 
ground, Lily Blacks is a haven for 
cocktail aficionados, and Argentinian 
restaurant San Telmo celebrates the 
South American country's ethos of 
enjoying food and drink with family 
and friends. 

Meyers Place
Guildford Lane
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3 minutes’ walk per block

Trams

Melbourne
Central

State Library
Victoria

St Paul’s
Cathedral

Greek Precinct

Chinatown

Bourke St Mall

Melbourne
Town Hall

Parliament
House

Old Treasury
Building 
Museum

Immigration
Museum

City
Library

Emporium
Melbourne

Chinese 
Museum

Federation
Square

East End
Theatre District

Parliament
Station

Melbourne
Central
Station

Flinders St
Station

From Hamilton to Harry Potter and
more, there’s always a world-class
show to catch in Melbourne’s theatre
district. Here are 10 things to do in
the East End theatre precinct before
or after a show. 

1. Flinders Lane Home  
to Melbourne’s top chefs.
2. Hosier Lane street art A popular 
laneway with ever-changing local art.
3. Kay Craddock Antiquarian  
Bookseller Browse books dating  
from the 15th to the 21st centuries.
4. Chinatown Australia’s  
oldest Chinatown.
5. Lonsdale Street Greek Precinct 
Experience Greek culture and cuisine. 
6. Windsor Hotel Australia’s only 
surviving grand Victorian city hotel.
7. Little Bourke Street  
Explore cuisine from across Asia. 
8. Collins Street When you want  
to shop international designers.
9. Little Lon Distilling Micro gin 
distillery and cocktail bar.
10. Parliament House and Gardens  
One of Melbourne's best-known 
landmarks.

Discover 
Melbourne’s  
Laneways 
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It’s that time of year again.  
Summer has arrived, and Pullman 
Melbourne on the Park is your  
home to enjoy it all. 

Close to Everything
Positioned adjacent to the MCG and 
overlooking Yarra Park, it puts you 
next door to everything this precinct 
has to offer, including the Boxing 
Day Test, KFC BBL|12, Australian 
Open, and the Keith Urban and Sting 
concerts at Rod Laver Arena.

Melbourne’s
Best Address

With its unbeatable location, exceptional dining 
and award-winning design, Pullman Melbourne
on the Park is the place to stay in the city.

All-Day Dining
Take a seat at The Cliveden Bar  
& Dining, named 2022 Hotel Bar  
of the Year, thanks to the exceptional 
guest experience on offer. Expect  
local spirits, seasonal cocktails  
and a selection of Victorian beers  
and wines. The restaurant also  
has a new breakfast offering. 
Presented market style, with  
different food stations, it offers  
the finest produce from local  
farmers and suppliers. 

Settle Back
After an award-winning 
refurbishment in 2021, the rooms 
offer a haven from the city. Each one 
features a neutral palette, elegant 
appointments and a view of either 
the city, MCG or Fitzroy Gardens, the 
perfect place for a summer picnic. 
Take in skyline views from the elegant 
level 18 club lounge. Plus, it’s just a 
short walk or tram ride to the CBD, 
Fitzroy and Richmond, and all they 
have to offer. 

 + pullmanonthepark.com.au

MCG and 
Australian 
Sports Museum 
Step on the hallowed  
turf of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground and  
discover a world-class  
stadium where sporting 
history is created.

Follow in the footsteps  
of greatness at the MCG
Ever wanted to see behind the  
scenes at the mighty MCG?
Experience an unforgettable MCG 
Tour with an access-all-areas  
walk-through following the steps 
of great sporting legends. Follow 
your tour guide and soak up the 
atmosphere of the player change 
rooms, the Ron Casey Media Centre 
and members-only areas of the 

Tram: Route 48 or 75 to  
stop 12 or 70 to stop 7C
Train: To Richmond or  
Jolimont Station 
MCG Tours: Daily, every 30 
minutes between 10am and 3pm 
Australian Sports Museum: 
Daily from 10am to 5pm
Alternative trading hours apply 
on event days. Please visit our 
website for information.
Gate 3, MCG, Yarra Park, 
Jolimont
t: 03 9657 8879 
w: mcg.org.au
w: australiansportsmuseum.
org.au
Find us on:     

Melbourne Cricket Club, such as 
the Long Room, then walk along 
the sidelines of the hallowed arena. 
Come to the inner sanctum of the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground and 
discover what makes Australia  
such a great sporting country.

Discover more at the  
Australian Sports 
Museum
The Australian Sports Museum 
is no ordinary museum. It’s an 
exciting, interactive and ever-
changing experience where the latest 
technology has been used to create 
immersive exhibits and galleries.  
Take in historic and quirky facts 
and tales about cricket, Australian 
football, the Olympics, Sport Australia 
Hall of Fame and the Victorian  

Racing Gallery. Visitors are invited  
to immerse themselves in important 
sporting moments with the largest 
collection of grassroots to elite 
sporting memorabilia.

Game On!
Test your own skills in the reimagined 
Game On! interactive space. Collect 
your sweatband, interact with the 
exhibits and register high scores, as 
you learn and immerse yourself in 
Australian sporting culture.
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Melbourne River Cruises
Enjoy sightseeing or a trip to Williamstown and discover 
the best of what Melbourne has to off er.

Yarra Sightseeing Cruises: One- or two-hour cruises 
daily from 10.15am to 4pm, departing every 30 minutes.
City & Williamstown Ferry: One-way or return trips 
daily from 10.30am to 3.30pm, departing every hour.

Open: Daily, 9am to 4pm
Special off er: 20% discount on all cruises*
Use code MRC20 when booking 
Tram: Flinders Street Station stop 4
Train: Flinders Street Station
Ticket kiosk: Southbank Lower Promenade 
Berth 2 (below Southgate food court)
t: 03 8610 2600
w: melbcruises.com.au
Find us on:    

*T&C: Valid for adult and child tickets only. Cannot be redeemed with any  other off er. 

State Library Victoria
The library is your culture, creativity and learning 
playground in the heart of the city, with heritage 
reading rooms, the stunning Dome, kids and family 
programming, free daily tours and exhibitions. 

Exhibitions on now: Handmade Universe, a celebration 
of art, craft and making; World of the Book, charting 
the history of book design and production; and The 
Rest is Up to You: Melbourne Fringe Festival 1982–2062, 
celebrating 40 years of Melbourne’s favourite 
independent arts festival and looking at its next 40 years.

Tram: Route 1, 3, 3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 8; 
and 30 or 35 (free City Circle) to stop 7

Train: Melbourne Central Station

Open: 10am to 6pm, seven days a week. 
Closed Good Friday, 25-26 Dec & 1 Jan

328 Swanston Street, Melbourne
t: 03 8664 7000
w: slv.vic.gov.au
Find us on:      
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Fly Your Flag
It’s back and bigger than ever. 
Midsumma Festival (22 January –  
12 February) is a huge celebration, 
with events and projects taking place 
right across Melbourne and into 
regional areas. Whether you're into 
comedy or cabaret, spoken word 
or sports, there's something on the 
Midsumma calendar that will pique 

Those Who Served
The Shrine of Remembrance is 
staging a special exhibition in its 
galleries called Defending with 
Pride. This is the first time a war 
memorial in this country has 
recognised and celebrated the 
LGBTQ+ people who’ve served in the 
Australian Defence Forces. Drawing 
on historical research, community 
consultation and collections from 
the Australian Queer Archives, this 
immersive exhibition takes you on 
a journey from denial and exclusion 
to recognition and inclusion. The 
personal stories and reflections of 
veterans and current serving ADF 
personnel are included. 

Their testimony speaks to the 
richness and diversity of experiences 
of LGBTQ+ people in service and 
highlights their continuing journey. 
Broadcaster Megan Spencer also 
produced an accompanying  
podcast series.

 + shrine.org.au
Melbourne is a city with a diverse population that 
includes many members of the LGBTQ+ community. 
Here’s where you can join them for events and projects. 

Celebrate 
with Pride

Show Your Pride
The Victorian Pride Centre in  
St Kilda is the first purpose-built 
hub dedicated to Victoria's LGBTQ+ 
communities, and it's a place where 
people can come together, support 
each other, and celebrate their history 
and cultures. As well as the practical 
services offered onsite, visitors  
can also join a behind-the-scenes  
tour to learn about the design 
of the building and the resident 
organisations. There's also the 
opportunity to explore the Pride 
Gallery, where work by queer  
artists is always on show.

 + pridecentre.org.au

your interest. Of course, there are 
two big events no one should miss: 
Midsumma Carnival on the festival’s 
opening day, and the Pride March 
on 5 February. About 45,000 people 
are expected to line Fitzroy Street in 
St Kilda for the march led by Boon 
Wurrung Elders and a Rainbow 
Aboriginal float. 

 + midsumma.org.au

Defending with Pride

Defending with Pride

Victorian Pride Centre
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Spirit of Melbourne 
Cruising Restaurants
Enjoy a relaxing three-hour Yarra River dinner cruise 
when you book a place on the Spirit of Melbourne 
cruising restaurant. Ticket includes:

 + Entrée tasting platter
 + Main course (one selection per guest)
 + Dessert platter 
 + Cheese tasting platter 
 + Tea, coff ee and chocolates 
 + Premium selection of Victorian red, white and 

sparkling wines, beers and spirits
 + Port or liqueur

Adult: $175 | Teens (13-17): $105 | Child (2-13): $80

Operating hours: 
Thu, Fri, Sat & Sun: 7.30pm to 10.30pm

Offi  ce and booking hours: Daily, 9am to 5pm

Southbank Lower Promenade Berth 1
t: 03 8610 2600
w: melbcruises.com.au

Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne
Entry is free to Australia’s number one, major tourist 
attraction and one of the world’s most beautiful gardens. 
Home to breathtaking landscapes and fascinating tours, 
it’s the perfect place to reconnect with nature, in an 
inner-city oasis. 

Venture inside to explore unusual plants from across 
the globe, as well as rare native species. Wander between 
succulents erupting from the earth at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, 
take a moment of peace by the warbling creek in Fern 
Gully, or simply roll out a picnic rug by Ornamental Lake 
and spend your day relaxing or taking a peaceful boat ride.

Tram: Route 3, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 19
Open: Daily, 7.30am until 5.30pm (1 April to 4 October)
Daily, 7.30am until 7.30pm (5 October to 31 March)
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne,
Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t: 03 9252 2429
w: rbg.vic.gov.au
Find us on:      
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Swim Stars
Nothing says summer
like a refreshing dip,  
so book a staycation at
one of these city hotels
with envious pools.

Sky-High Water Levels
Head straight to the fifteenth floor of 
Melbourne Marriott Hotel Docklands, 
where you’ll find a stunning 28-metre 
wet-edge infinity pool. Take up your 
morning coffee – the pool is accessible 
from 6am – for sunrise view of the 
Bolte Bridge and Port Phillip Bay. 
With service to the sunken loungers, 
this is already a popular spot for 
staycationers.

It might be tiny, but the plunge  
pool at voco Melbourne Central has 
drop-dead views over the east side  
of the city, including Melbourne 
Central’s glass cone. Loungers are 
hidden beneath the edge of the  
pool, giving sun seekers privacy  
from the bar.  

 + marriott.com
 + vocohotels.com/melbourne

Pool Party
If you like bottled cocktails and beats 
to accompany your time by the pool, 
head to W Melbourne for its Sunday 
Wet Sessions. They’re set around the 
gold-hued indoor pool, start at 2pm 
and run for four hours. Bookings are  
a must (head to opentable.com); 
arrive early to snag a lounger.

 + marriott.com

Covered Up
Not interested in a tan? Book a hotel 
with an indoor pool. Natural rays are 
captured by skylights over Crown 
Towers’ 25-metre heated pool. It’s 
right next to the state-of-the-art 
gym (if that’s your thing), or spread 
out in a poolside cabana and order 
refreshments.

There’s nothing more Melbourne 
than having a swim accompanied 
by the dinging of trams on the 
street below. That’s what’s on offer 
at Mövenpick Hotel Melbourne on 
Spencer. Situated on the second 
floor, the pool here is protected by 
vertical louvres with swimmers 
reflected in the mirrored ceiling. 
Plus, there’s a spa and sauna.

 + crownmelbourne.com.au
 + movenpick.com

Melbourne Marriot Docklands Mövenpick Hotel

voco Melbourne Central
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Eat 
& Drink

Freyja

Summer’s here. Gather friends 
and family to celebrate the holiday 
season and beyond with a great 
meal and a toast to the new year.

It’s the time of year when our minds 
turn to time off and relaxation. Laze 
away summer evenings sipping 
cocktails on a sunny terrace, try out 
the city’s newest restaurants, or plan 
daytime gatherings to catch up with 
your loved ones. From early morning 
until late at night, raise a glass to 
Melbourne's excellent restaurants, 
cafes and bars.

New and Notable
Overlooking the Yarra River at  
the edge of Fed Square, Victoria  
by Farmer’s Daughters is the place  
to be for the state’s finest produce. 
There’s also a Region in Residence 
program where individual regions, 
their produce and their wines  
are championed.

Scandinavia is about as far from 
Victoria as you can get, but New 
Nordic cuisine is the inspiration for 
Freyja, in the historical Olderfleet 
building. On the plate, expect the 
finest seasonal, region-specific 
ingredients as well as bold flavours, 
experimentation and techniques 
such as pickling, curing, smoking  
and preserving. 

 + victoriarestaurant.com.au
 + freyjarestaurant.com

Take It Upstairs
Soak up the summer vibes at one  
of the city’s hottest rooftop bars.  
Her Rooftop is an open-air oasis 
with signature cocktails – how does 
a grapefruit paloma followed by 
Thai snacks sound? on a fifth-floor 
terrace. Colour your world at pretty 
Pomelo. The crew here work on a 
zero-waste principle, so you don’t 
need to feel guilty about sipping on 
boozy slushies or house-crafted hard 
seltzers. Take in the expansive  
views of the glittering Melbourne 
skyline at The Stolen Gem. There  
are creative cocktails, tasty plates  
of food and a retractable roof,  
just in case the weather turns.

 + her.melbourne
 + pomelorooftop.com.au
 + thestolengem.com

Outdoor Gathering
There are parts of Melbourne where 
there’s a choice of restaurants, cafes 
and bars with tables outside. An old 
favourite is Hardware Lane, where 
you’ll find places like casual Israeli 
eatery Miznon. Another favourite is 
Kirk’s Wine Bar, where the cluster of 
outdoor tables makes it feel a little 
like a European cafe. Need a water 
view? At South Wharf, there are 
places to eat tucked into renovated 
cargo sheds. Take a seat at one of 
the many outdoor areas at The 
Boatbuilders Yard, where the bar  
is set in a revamped boatshed. 

 + miznonaustralia.com
 + kirkswinebar.com
 + theboatbuildersyard.com.au

Her Rooftop Bar Jesse Hisco
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Celebrating
Melbourne’s
Cultural Rituals

If you stand in Federation Square 
at any time of day, at any time of 
year, you will catch a glimpse of 
what makes Melbourne Australia’s 
cultural capital. Take, for example, 
the procession of footy fans following 
the scenic route to the MCG. It is 
ritualistic. Or, as Eddie, a young 
Bulldogs supporter, explains, “We 
meet, get to Richmond train station, 
and we do that little walk to the MCG.  

Melbourne’s cultural 
rituals, from picnics on
the Yarra to international 
sporting events, reveal 
much about why it’s such 
a great place to socialise.

It is a special moment when you see 
everyone together, wearing their 
teams’ colours, singing and chanting. 
It makes me feel special, part of a 
community, and that I belong to 
Melbourne. AFL is a mix of many 
sports, very different from others in 
New Zealand, but nobody can tell  
that I am a Kiwi. When I do that walk,  
I feel more Australian.”

Melbourne’s rituals come in many 
shapes and forms. Breakfaster explore 
bustling alleyways for the perfect 
eatery. Friends gather at an alfresco 
cafe, beer garden or a rooftop bar 
for happy hour. These social rituals 
contribute to an atmosphere that  
can pervade the city.

Presented by RMIT Marketing faculty.  
Written by Professor Francis Farrelly, 
Associate Professor Bernardo 
Figueiredoand Mitch Ziems. Part of a 
series of stories on Melbourne’s culture. 
Look out for coming editions to read more.

“  The atmosphere of Melbourne comes not only from  
the amount of social activity going on or from the 
variety of interesting spaces, places and events that  
are on offer, but also how it all comes together naturally.  
This goes to the heart of the city and what it means  
to be a Melburnian.” 
RMIT Professor Francis Farrelly

MoVida Next Door Mark Chew

Federation Square

No matter the season, the people of 
Melbourne love socialising in public 
and open spaces, surrounded by 
people from all walks of life. It reflects 
our open nature as a community and 
our enjoyment of shared experiences. 
Below are five of the top places to 
experience this side of Melbourne.

1. Fed Square
A hub of energy and activity,  
it’s the number one place to join 
Melburnians in watching major 
sporting events on the giant screen.

2. St Kilda Beach
Just south of Melbourne CBD, St Kilda 
Beach is a hotspot for family-friendly 
activities and cultural events.
Story continues overleaf

4544

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
E

a
t &

 D
rin

k



“Melbourne is not only a place 
where connectedness draws from 
spending time with people, but also 
from the places we spend time in," 
says Associate Professor Bernardo 
Figueiredo. “They come to life 
through embedded cultural rituals."

Indeed, it all comes back to these 
rituals and the fact they happen in this 
city. Friday afternoon drinks, delicious 
weekend brunches, and days spent 
shopping at a market – Melbourne 
is unique because of how people 
socialise. These rituals provide a sense 
of place and belonging that can be felt 
no matter where you are in the city.  
It’s no wonder why people love 
visiting here.

Celebrating Melbourne’s  
Cultural Rituals
Continued

3. Queen Victoria Market
The market is a must-visit location  
for shoppers and foodies alike, 
especially when the seasonal  
night markets are running.

4. Carlton Gardens
The gardens offer a relaxed 
environment from where to take in 
the city’s home of the Melbourne 
Museum and historical Royal 
Exhibition Building.

5. Yarra Promenade
Melburnians love strolling down  
the promenade, home to some of the 
city’s best restaurants, while taking  
in the sights.

Another popular social pastime 
beloved by locals and visitors alike  
is having public barbecues by 
the banks of the Yarra River. “It is 
heartwarming to see large groups 
and families having picnics along 
the Yarra near the CBD and enjoying 
being together,” says Janaina, a 
75-year-old Brazilian grandmother, 
who recently moved to South 
Melbourne. “For an immigrant like 
me, this speaks heaps about the city 
and the connections it creates."

Whether it’s friends enjoying a 
coffee on the outdoor seats in a small 
laneway cafe, a family gathering at a 
local park or being among thousands 
of strangers at the MCG, a feeling of 
connectedness occurs from spending 
time with people in open spaces.

Carlton Gardens Queen Vic Market

Visual Feast
All your senses will be stimulated 
when you take a seat in the restaurant 
at State of Grace. Be amused by the 
décor as you dine, before heading 
downstairs to hidden cellar bar, Fall 
From Grace. Looking for a little more? 
Soak up the views overlooking the  
city by ending your evening on  
the Rooftop. 

 + stateofgracemelbourne.com.au

Summer is here, so it’s time to discover the ultimate 
CBD venues for celebrations or just because.

Level Up
Find your ideal space at the multilevel 
wonderland that is Garden State 
Hotel. There’s a tiered public bar 
and beer garden overflowing with 
lush greenery, as well as an eclectic 
basement cocktail bar called the  
Rose Garden. Hungry? Devour 
delicious, shareable dishes at  
vibrant Italian trattoria Tippy-Tay. 

 + gardenstatehotel.com.au

River Setting
Make your way to the Yarra’s hottest 
venue. There’s no better place to set 
yourself up on a sunny summer day 
than onboard Yarra Botanica. This 
two-level floating bar and eatery has 
an all-Victorian line-up on its drinks 
list and sharing menu, as well as 
spectacular views of the city. 

 + yarrabotanica.com.au

The Bar’s
Been Raised

Yarra Botanica
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Check out Melbourne’s 
cityscape and beyond  
when you join a river  
cruise for a very special  
day out.

Brunch 
On 
Board

Melbourne River Cruises

Got a reason to celebrate? Bottomless 
brunch has become increasingly 
popular for everything from hens’ 
parties to special birthdays, but why 
not book one with a difference?

Ahoy There
Each Sunday, Melbourne River Cruises 
hosts its Bottomless Brunch Afloat.  
It has all the hallmarks of the city’s 
other brunch outings, but it also 
involves a trip down the Yarra River, 
through the city and past parks and 
gardens. Just step aboard the Spirit of 
Melbourne at Southbank Promenade 
then sit back and indulge.

Quite the Spread
While some bottomless brunch 
options give you a choice of just one 
dish, you’ll get a delicious selection of 
tasty treats, from quiches to smoked 
salmon sandwiches, as well as 
different types of desserts on board. 
To drink, there’s free-flowing mimosas 
and prosecco, as well as a selection of 
red, white and sparkling wines and 
beer. Oh, and you can finish up with 
tea and coffee. It’s the perfect way to 
start an afternoon in Melbourne.

 + melbcruises.com.au
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Indigenous performers at the Australian Open 

Lobster roll at Supernormal Nikki To 

For years now, the Australian Open 
(16–29 January) has been about far 
more than just incredible tennis. You 
can have a great day out without ever 
taking a seat near a court, and AO23 is 
no different. Here are just some of the 
experiences you’ll be able to enjoy.

Smash Hits

The Australian Open is back. This year, everyone’s  
favourite fan zones will return, as well as a whole  
world of entertainment and dining.

Leisure Zone
Grand Slam Oval is going to be turned 
into a global playground, featuring art, 
music and, of course, food. Find a seat 
in the shade then stroll among the 
stalls to find a snack or a whole meal. 
If you don’t want to miss a point, you 
can watch the big screen. Otherwise, 
find somewhere where the viewing 
experience is part of the background.

First Nations Celebration
There’ll be celebration of Indigenous 
culture through art, music, food and 
performances across the precinct, 
as well as a dedicated First Nations 
Day. Indigenous youngsters will join 
the ball kid program, and cultural 
walking tours will be offered as part 
of the premium AO experiences. 
There’ll also be an interactive digital 
art experience featuring a dreamtime 
story. It’s all part of celebrating the 
custodians of the land and the world’s 
longest continuous living culture.

In Good Taste
Find the premium dining precinct at 
Garden Square. On the first level, one 
of Melbourne’s favourite chefs and 
restaurateurs, Andrew McConnell, 
will open an outpost of Supernormal, 
serving up Asian-inspired cuisine. 
Grab a drink at the flagship Beach Bar. 
It’s a bit like a resort, so book a cabana 
and find a sunlounge as you check  
out the list of signature spritzes.

 + ausopen.com

Andrew McConnell Ben Swinnerton
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Whatever the time of day, you can find 
somewhere to eat and drink on the banks 
of the Yarra River.

Up Early
Keen to meet up for breakfast? Head 
to South Wharf and grab one of the 
outdoor tables overlooking the water 
at Charlie Lovett. There are free-range 
eggs on toast, smashed avo, bagels, 
bacon butties on Dench sourdough, 
smoothies and, of course, coffee. 

 + charlielovett.com.au

Here Comes the Sun
Find a spot in the middle of the river 
when you head to Ponyfish Island 
under the Evan Walker Bridge. Grab 
a jug of Pimm’s or Pineapple Breeze 
from the bar to toast the summer  
then order a pizza when hunger  
pangs strike. 

 + ponyfishisland.com.au

After Dark
You’ve probably noticed Transport 
Hotel in its prominent position at the 
corner of Fed Square. But have you 
been upstairs to the rooftop? Here you 
can enjoy a drink with sparkling views 
of the Yarra River and arts precinct, 
plus there’s often a live band or DJ 
playing tunes on the weekends. 

 + transporthotel.com.au

Dawn to Dark

Ponyfish Island
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Summer Nights Are Back
The lively Summer Night Market 
returns to Queen Vic Market every 
Wednesday night (excluding  
21 and 28 December) until 15 March.  
The open-air sheds come alive with 
global street food and drinks, unique 
shopping from local and independent 
makers, and vibrant live music and 
roving entertainment every week.

One for the Foodies
Take a culinary journey on the 
Ultimate Foodie Tour. Uncover the 
market’s rich history through the 
unique stories of traders, and awaken 
your tastebuds as you sample some of 
the excellent produce – local seafood,  
char-grilled kangaroo, artisan cheese, 
exquisite chocolate, freshly baked 
pastries, boutique wine and more – as 
your small group explores the stalls,  
led by an expert guide. 

Fill Your Basket
Think a picnic is a great way to 
spend a sunny day? Head into the 
Dairy Produce Hall to stock up on 
everything you need. Hit the delis for 
cured meats, cheeses, olives and fresh 
baguettes, then grab a bottle of chilled 
rosé for the perfect picnic. 

 + qvm.com.au

Market Time
Make it a market day and head to
Queen Vic Market for everything you 
need, from delicious fresh produce to
art and gifts.
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Big Esso 

Aboriginal 
Victoria

By Design
First Nations design and cultural 
innovation is on display at Layers of 
Blak (until 19 February) at the Koorie 
Heritage Trust. Participating artists 
include Thelma Austin, Nikki  
Brown and Tammy Gilson. 

For Your Walls
Original and Authentic Aboriginal 
Art in Bourke Street specialises in 
Aboriginal fine art from the Central 
Western Desert, the Kimberleys and 
Arnhemland, with a diverse collection 
of traditional and contemporary 
works. Redrock Gallery at Emporium 
is a gift shop and gallery showcasing 
Indigenous artists and rising 
contemporary artists. It also  
offers didgeridoo classes and 
educational workshops. 

Take a Walk
Participate in the Aboriginal  
Heritage Walk at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens for a deeper understanding 
of our shared environment. For 
thousands of years, this part of 
Melbourne, near the Yarra River, has 
been an important meeting place 
for the local custodians of the area, 
the Boonwurrung and Woiwurrung 
people of the Kulin nations. 

Line of Sight
Head to the Shrine of Remembrance 
to see For Kin and Country, an 
exhibition examining the role First 
Nations people in various wars. From 
the steps, look down St Kilda Road 
towards a large image of Aboriginal 
artist and leader William Barak on 
Swanston Street’s Barak Building. 

For the Kulin Nation, Melbourne 
has always been an important 
meeting place for events of 
social, educational, sporting 
and cultural significance. 
Today it's a gathering place 
for all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. Discover 
what the city has to offer and 
explore the rich cultural history. 

By the Yarra
Birrarung Marr, the park just past 
Fed Square, has a number of art 
installations commemorating 
Aboriginal culture, including the 
Birrarung Wilam sculpture and audio 
installation and the eel trap sculpture. 

If you're interested in more First 
People's history, visit the What's On 
website for the self-guided Aboriginal 
Melbourne Walk. 

 + whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Aboriginal Heritage Walk
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Explore 
Kooyang 
Country
The opening of the Tae Rak Aquaculture 
Centre allows visitors to learn more 
about the history behind the Budj Bim 
Cultural Landscape.

In 2019, one of the world’s oldest 
aquaculture sites was added to 
the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
The Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, 
about an hour’s drive northwest of 
Warrnambool, centres around Tae 
Rak (Lake Condah). Here you’ll find 
what people refer to as a kooyang 
(short-finned eel) trap system, carbon 
dated to 6,600 years ago. According 
to Braydon Saunders, Gunditjmara 
man and Tae Rak tour guide, it was, 
however, more of a sustainable 
agricultural practice than a trap.

“It was about the manipulation of 
water movement,” says Braydon. 
“What we wanted to do was make 
sure the eels and fish were only living 
in one area of a waterhole, and then, 
when the weather was right, we’d 

move them. It was a genuine farming 
of eels and fish and keeping them in 
places where we wanted them.

"The first stage is the one you can see 
here, the catching and holding of  
the eel. The next part is preparing  
and cooking, and the third part  
is the sharing, the eating.”

Visitors can now see all this and 
partake in the results with the 
opening of the Tae Rak Aquaculture 
Centre and Cafe. Tours led by 
Gunditjmara guides explore the  
Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, 
Kurtonitj Indigenous Protected  
Area, where there are traditional 
stone houses, aquaculture sites  
and eel smoking trees, and  
their surrounds.

Back at the Tae Rak Aquaculture 
Centre, head chef and Gunditjmara 
man Ricky North plates up dishes  
like eel arancini with eel crackling,  
eel pâté and smoked eel, as well as 
other snacks and dishes, many using 
native ingredients. 

Coming soon is an eel processing 
centre, where the kooyang will be 
seasonally harvested using culturally 
appropriate methods, brined,  
smoked over local wood and  
packed for distribution. But if visitors 
don’t want to take the eel products 
with them, they can check out  
live kooyang in the freshwater  
holding tank.

 + budjbim.com.au

Tae Rak tour guide Braydon Saunders Tae Rak Aquaculture Centre
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MPavilion
Beneath a striking canopy structure 
designed by internationally 
acclaimed architect Rachaporn 
Choochuey, this year’s program will 
feature themes such as Material  
Lab (7 January – 28 February), which 
will examine sustainability and 
circular systems.

 + mpavilion.org

State Library Victoria
It’s your last chance to check out 
Handmade Universe: From craft  
to code and the spaces between  
(until 26 February) that examines 
making and the limitless scope it 
offers for invention and enquiry. 

 + slv.vic.gov.au

Arts Centre Melbourne
It’s been seen by more than seven 
million people worldwide and now 
Slava’s Snowshoe (29 December –  
8 January) is coming to Melbourne. 
This production, suitable for the 
whole family, fuses contemporary and 
traditional theatrical clowning arts.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Melbourne Museum
First Nations artwork from Canada, 
New Zealand and Australia is the 
focus of Naadohbii: To Draw Water at 
Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre. 
The work of more than 20 artists will 
focus on environmental, political and 
cultural connections to water.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

ACMI
When you see the Story of the Moving 
Image exhibition don’t forget to 
grab The Lens. When you hold this 
free handheld device up against the 
special logo on artworks and objects, 
their information is saved. Then, 
on arriving home, you can use the 
Lens’ code to delve deeper into your 
favourite pieces.

 + acmi.net.au

NGV International
Head into the garden to see Temple 
of Boom, the 2022 NGV Architecture 
Commission by Adam Newman and 
Kelvin Tsang. This reimagining of  
the Parthenon will be painted with 
large-scale artworks by Melbourne-
based artists.

 + ngv.melbourne

The Shrine
The exhibition, For Kin and Country, 
examines the remarkable history of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
soldiers and how some used service 
as an escape from discrimination as 
early as the Boer War.

 + shrine.org.au

A Christmas Carol
Actor David Wenham brings to life 
the character of Ebenezer Scrooge 
in this Old Vic production of Charles 
Dickens’ seasonal classic at the 
Comedy Theatre (until 29 December). 

 + christmascarolaustralia.com.au

Arts & 
Culture 

Right across the city, 
you’ll find experiences 
and exhibitions to inspire
and admire, whether 
you’re looking to fill 
a couple of hours or 
an entire evening.

MPavilion
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Look 15, The Widows of Culloden collection, autumn–winter 2006–07 Robert Fairer

Lee Alexander McQueen: Mind, Mythos, Muse, Los Angeles County Museum of Art,  
April 24–October 9, 2022, photo © Museum Associates/LACMA
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He was one of the most significant 
fashion designers of modern times, 
lauded for his technical excellence 
and conceptual brilliance. Now 
Alexander McQueen: Mind, Mythos, 
Muse (from 11 December) is open  
at NGV International. 

More than 70 garments, including 
56 from the NGV’s own collection, 
are on display. They sit alongside 
70 historical artworks that, at some 
point, influenced McQueen’s designs. 
It will give audiences not only the 
chance to see his work up close, 
but might also give them a better 
understanding of the nature  
of inspiration.

Creative Visionary
Not always the apple of critics’ 
eyes, McQueen certainly made an 
impression from very early in his 
career. “He had an honesty and a 
bravery,” says NGV senior curator, 
fashion and textiles, Katie Somerville. 
“He had an uncompromising 

approach, where he didn’t see his role 
as just repeating what had been seen 
before or creating rather lovely but 
fairly forgettable things to wear.  
It was about making a statement  
and expressing himself through  
the medium of clothes.” 

Behind the Scenes
Perhaps one of the most interesting 
exhibits includes two toiles for  
2006’s The Widow of Culloden 
collection. Unlike most designers, 

When Alexander
McQueen died in 2010,
he left the fashion 
industry an incredible 
legacy that’s now being 
explored at the NGV.

Fashion’s 
Visionary

"  He had an  
uncompromising  
approach, where  
he didn’t see his  
role as just repeating  
what had been  
seen before "

McQueen created his toiles in the 
final fabric rather than calico.  
“They’re incomplete,” says Katie. 
“They’ve got all the tacking stitches 
and one’s even still got pins in it.”  
One of these pieces was reconfigured 
into a garment, also on display  
here, that was worn on the runway 
and by Sarah Jessica Parker to the 
2006 Met Gala.

Curator’s Pick
For Katie, the designer’s work is at 
its most interesting when he was 
questioning the status quo, especially 
during the mid-90s and again around 
2009. One of her favourite dresses in 
the exhibition comes from the 2009’s 
The Horn of Plenty collection:  
“It seems to be Escher inspired, 
with an almost jigsaw-like flock 
of birds that comes from a dense 
houndstooth-type pattern. It 
references Dior and evolves into  
what looks a bit like a murmur  
[of birds]. It’s an incredible dress.”

 + ngv.melbourne 
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With three incredible venues, the 
Theatres Building, Hamer Hall and 
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl, there’s 
always something happening at  
Arts Centre Melbourne.

’Tis the Season
Celebrate Christmas with two  
events: Christmas Morning Melodies  
(12 December) at Hamer Hall, and  

Melbourne’s 
Cultural 
Heart

one of the biggest shows of the 
year, Vision Australia’s Carols by 
Candlelight (24 December) at  
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl.

A Theatre Classic
Experience one of the most successful 
musicals of all time, with the new 
production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
The Phantom of the Opera (until 
29 January). With Opera Australia’s 
Josh Piterman and Amy Manford 
performing songs like ‘Music of the 
Night’ and ‘Think of Me’, this is  
a show not to be missed.

More to See
If you love contemporary music, 
head to the free Australian Music 
Vault exhibition. On the weekend, 

Right through the 
holiday season and into 
summer, Arts Centre 
Melbourne will play  
host to music, theatre,  
dance and more.

check out the works of local artists 
and makers at the Sunday Market 
along St Kilda Road. Then, when 
you need to refuel, try one of Art 
Centre Melbourne’s dining venues. 
Protagonist is the place for coffee and 
a snack, while The Barre presents a 
seasonal, modern Australian menu.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

The Phantom of the Opera Daniel Boud

Visit the Shrine of Remembrance and 
discover the real-life stories of Australians 
in wartime, find peaceful reflection and 
view breathtaking vistas of the memorial 
gardens and Melbourne.

OPEN DAILY 10AM–5PM 
FREE ADMISSION

SHRINE.ORG.AU

A PLACE  
TO REMEMBER
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You might remember some of 
the other large-scale work he’s 
produced… An installation in the 
crumbling Burnham Beeches 
mansion. Another in the former 
Star Lyric Theatre in Johnston Street. 
This time around, street artist Rone 
has taken over the third-floor wing, 
including the famous ballroom, of 
Flinders Street Station to create Time    
(until 23 April). 

A Love Letter
Across these abandoned spaces, Rone 
has created a fictional history that 
takes viewers back to mid-century 
Melbourne and captures fleeting 
glimpses of its industrial past and the 
station’s role as a place where work, 
learning and social life came together.

Flinders Street Station was once a 
hive of activity, and not simply a place 
people rushed through to catch a 
train. It was home to sporting clubs 
and language classes, there was a 
rooftop running track, and events 
were held in the ballroom. Time 
captures both the character of the 
112-year-old site and the beauty of 
that time after World War II when 
Melbourne thrived.

The Work of Many
“For years, I had heard all these stories 
about the mysterious ballroom above 
Flinders Street Station,” says Rone.  
“I always wondered how much of it 
was truth and how much was urban 
myth. I was desperate to get in there.
Once I discovered how important 

these spaces had been in the past,  
I knew I wanted to share that  
with people.”

Rone has worked with a team of 
around 120 people, including long-
time collaborators, set designer Callum 
Preston, composer Nick Batterham 
and set decorator Carly Spooner, to 
create 11 installations across the space. 
It is a work of monumental scale,  
but one that is fleeting.

“The work won’t last,” says Rone.  
“It has been designed with a limited 
lifespan in mind, but I hope the  
stories will live on.”

 + rone.art

Acclaimed artist Tyrone Wright, better known 
as Rone, has transformed the abandoned spaces 
of Flinders Street Station for his latest show.

A Vision of
Melbourne

“   Once I discovered how  
important these spaces  
had been in the past,  
I knew I wanted to share  
that with people.”

Time at Flinders Street Station
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The Story of the Moving Image

Our centrepiece exhibition. Journey through 
the past, present and future of the moving 
image through interactive experiences, 
digital innovation and captivating stories.

Open daily.

Melbourne 
Theatre 
Company
Melbourne Theatre Company is your 
ticket to Victoria’s best entertainment 
this summer. In January, there’s the 
brand new play Sunday – a fantasy 
inspired by the stories and myths 
around Heide Museum of Modern 
Art founder Sunday Reed – and 
the original Australian production 
of the thrilling exposé Prima Facie 
(pictured) fi nally makes its way to 
Melbourne in February. Discover 
more at mtc.com.au.
Tram: Route 1 to stop 17    
Train: To Flinders Street Station

Southbank Theatre 
140 Southbank Boulevard, 
Southbank
t: 03 8688 0800   
w: mtc.com.au   
Find us on:      

Parliament House
Victoria’s Parliament House is 
one of Australia’s oldest and most 
architecturally distinguished public 
buildings. It boasts a rich history and 
plays an active part in our democracy. 
You can witness this by attending a 
tour, dining at one of our restaurants 
or attending the public gallery on 
a sitting day. Free guided tours are 
provided on non-sitting weeks, 
Monday to Friday. Groups of six or 
more must book. On sitting weeks, 
come and see Parliament in action.

Public tours: 
Check website for tour times 

Spring Street, East Melbourne
t: 03 9651 8911   
w: parliament.vic.gov.au/visit   
Find us on:     

Port Phillip Ferries
Escape the city and take a cruise to 
the coastal towns of Portarlington or 
Geelong. Enjoy wineries, seafood and 
the charm of Portarlington on the 
Bellarine Peninsula, or the vibrant 
cultural city and attractive waterfront 
of Geelong. The experience is beyond 
just a ferry service. Think onboard 
licensed cafe, free Wi-Fi, free bike 
racks, charging stations, friendly staff  
and endless scenic views. And there’s 
always a chance to spot a dolphin, 
seal or penguin.

Tram: Route 35, 70 or 75 to stop D3  

Train: To Southern Cross Station

Schedule: Visit portphillipferries.
com.au for the most up-to-date 
schedule.

131 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands   
t: 03 9514 8959   
w: portphillipferries.com.au   
Find us on:     
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If you’ve ever wanted to be 
surrounded by art in a complete 
multisensory experience, it’s time 
to head to The LUME Melbourne 
for its new exhibition, Monet & 
Friends Alive. It follows on from the 
blockbuster Van Gogh show, and now 
sunflowers and starry nights are being 
replaced by waterlilies and ballerinas.

Paris from the Past
Some of the world’s most famous 
artworks by Monet, Cézanne, Degas, 
Renoir, Manet and more have 
been given the Grande Experience 
treatment. In the lofty spaces of the 
Melbourne Convention & Exhibition 
Centre, cutting-edge technology 
will transmit pieces onto the walls 
where they will come to life. But it’s 
not just visual; Monet & Friends Alive 
will also incorporate aromas and a 

Artistic 
Immersion

A new exhibition inserts guests into 
nineteenth-century Paris and the world 

of the French Impressionists.

synchronised soundtrack featuring 
the compositions of Debussy, 
Tchaikovsky, Ravel and Offenbach.  
It’s meant to stimulate all senses.

Artists’ Lives
The Impressionists changed the art 
world with their small brush strokes 
that depicted the changing qualities  
of light. Now, you’ll be able to 
appreciate that even further, as 
breathtaking paintings such as  
Claude Monet’s Water Lilies and 
Degas’ Ballet Rehearsal take on 
monumental proportions and are 
projected not only on the four-storey 
walls, but also on the ceilings and 
floor. You’ll feel as though you’re 
entering these artists’ worlds in 
bohemian Paris and the French 
countryside in a way you likely  
never felt possible.

A World Created
For Monet’s famed 1899 work,  
Bridge Over a Pond of Water Lilies,  
a fully interactive experience has been 
created. Walk over a bridge into a  
re-creation of the painting. You can 
also enter a studio space and try your 
own hand at painting a Monet replica.  
End your French fancy at Cafe 
Lumiere, which will be serving up 
small plates, snacks and desserts 
inspired by the era.

 + thelumemelbourne.com
         

SKYDECK
EDGE
PLANK
BAR 88
VOYAGER THEATRE 

MELBOURNE  
ON ANOTHER 
LEVEL See the city alive with immersive and 

interactive experiences from ground  
floor all the way up to level 88.

BOOK  
ONLINE  

NOW
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Let it Glow
See the city sparkle this Christmas 
with dazzling decorations and 
projections lighting up city streets  
and buildings. Visit the giant 
Christmas tree at Fed Square, 
Docklands’ sparkling reindeer on 
Harbour Esplanade, the seasonal 
Melbourne Town Hall projections  
and more festive favourites.

Festive Fun
The city’s Christmas Festival returns 
with festive events and family-friendly 
activities the kids will love. Find  
your way through the giant maze 

in Docklands, take a ride at the 
Christmas Carnival at Birrarung  
Marr and enjoy a pop-up playground 
at Queensbridge Square. 

For Auld Lang Syne
Ring in New Year’s Eve in the city 
at one of the Official Fireworks 
Celebration Zones. Entry is free,  
with each zone hosting family-
friendly entertainment and amenities, 
early evening fireworks at 9.30pm  
and the best views of the city-wide 
rooftop fireworks at midnight.  
Plan ahead and be safe this NYE.

The city comes alive 
during the holidays,
with plenty to see and 
do for young and old.
Check out these fun 
summer activities to 
boost your Christmas
spirit and entertain the
kids during their break. 

Family 
Fun Summer in the City

School holiday fun continues in the 
city, with world-class galleries and 
museums to enlighten, exciting pop-
up events and activities to entertain, 
and a range of delightful parks and 
gardens to play in.

Visit our website for more  
information on what to do 
throughout the holiday period.

 + whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

Melbourne Town Hall Adam Renyard

Fed Square Adam Renyard
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With school holidays 
on the horizon, it’s time 
to plan some fun for 
everyone. Take the kids 
on an outing that will 
expand – maybe even 
blow – their minds.

Discover Other Cultures
There are 1.26 million Chinese 
Australians whose families have 
lived here for up to 200 years. Find 
out about their contributions and 
see artefacts from their time here at 
One Million Stories, the permanent 
exhibition at Chinatown’s Chinese 
Museum. Housed in the former 
Royal Melbourne Mint is the Hellenic 
Museum. See treasures from Athens’ 
Benaki Museum at the Gods, Myths 
& Mortals exhibition displaying 
8,000 years of history. There’s plenty 
to explore, too, with collections 
of contemporary art and ancient 
artefacts changing all the time.

 + chinesemuseum.com.au
 + hellenic.org.au

Summer Sporting 
Brilliance
The season is all about relaxing 
and, if you’re a family of sports fans, 
perhaps spending a day at the cricket. 
Head into the Cricket Gallery at the 
Australian Sports Museum to learn 
more about it. Here, the kids will 
discover memorabilia that celebrates 
national teams, past and present, as 
you take in stories from Australia’s 
greatest rivalries and triumphs, as well 
as the disappointments and scandals. 
Then, if it’s not a game day, join a tour 
of the magical MCG and see behind 
the scenes.

 + australiansportsmuseum.org.au

Museum 
Magic

Imagine the Past
Australia’s present is made possible 
by the people who’ve come before 
us. Many of them came from across 
the seas, and Immigrant Stories and 
Timeline is the Immigration Museum’s 
exhibition sharing personal stories 
of how and why people arrived here. 
At the moment, there are tales from 
Italian migrants in the 1950s, former 
international students, a refugee from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
more. Grab the Stories of me, Stories of 
us booklet and fill it in with your own 
family’s origins as you explore.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
immigrationmuseum

Gods, Myths & Mortals Australian Sports Museum

Immigrant Stories and Timeline
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Marvel Stadium
Epic lives here!

Come down to visit the busiest multi-purpose venue 
in Australia, located in the heart of Melbourne. Marvel 
Stadium is renowned for hosting some of the city's biggest 
sporting events including AFL, BBL and the soccer World 
Cup qualifi ers, as well as many memorable concerts 
including U2, Ed Sheeran and Taylor Swift. 

The stadium also hosts special events and corporate 
functions, off ering spectacular views of the arena 
and harbour.

Train: Southern Cross Station

Tram: Bourke Street / Spencer Street 
footbridge entrance: 112, 31, 11, 48
La Trobe Street entrance: 30, 86, 35

740 Bourke Street, Docklands
w: marvelstadium.com.au
Find us on:      

Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife 
Conservation Park
Melbourne's award-winning wildlife park invites 
you to visit and get an up-close look at Australia’s 
amazing animals.

Explore our bushland while feeding kangaroos and 
wallabies, petting friendly koalas and enjoying experiences 
with colourful birds, dingoes, wombats and many other 
animals including endangered species. There are animal 
encounters, keeper presentations and wildlife shows at 
Moonlit Sanctuary every day.

With more than 60 Australian species on display, and 
located just 50 minutes from central Melbourne, Moonlit 
Sanctuary is the ideal place to learn more about the 
fascinating animals that call Australia home.

Open: Daily, 9:30am to 4:30pm

550 Tyabb-Tooradin Road, Pearcedale
t: 03 5978 7935
w: moonlitsanctuary.com.au
Find us on:      

77

https://www.visitsealife.com/melbourne/tickets-passes/tickets/combination-tickets/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://marvelstadium.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


All Day, Every Day
Pretty patterns and timeless shapes 
are the hallmark of Lumi Clothing, 
plus the fabrics are either deadstock 
or natural fibres and all garments 
are handmade in the Melbourne 
studio. Sustainable and beautiful? 
It’s a winning combination. You 
won’t blend into the background 
wearing slow-fashion label Collective 
Closets. Sisters Fatuma and Laurinda 
Ndenzako bring together Melbourne 
artisans and the vibes of Nairobi for 
their collections. Support the work of 
Indigenous designers when you buy 
versatile pieces from Ngali.

 + lumiclothing.com.au 
 + collectiveclosets.com.au
 + ngali.com.au

The sun is out, the
weather is warm and 
summer parties are in full
swing. If there’s a better 
time to update your 
wardrobe, we’re yet 
to hear of it.

Party Time
He’s known for his couture bridal 
gowns, but Jason Grech also creates 
show-stopping pieces that will 
mean your appearance at a summer 
wedding or party won’t soon be 
forgotten. Whatever function you 
need to attend, there’ll be an outfit 
at Diida to suit. Some are classic, 
others are sharper (hello, tiger print), 
but they’ll go from one season to the 
next. For men who want to create a 
spectacular first impression, dress up 
in eye-catching summer suits from 
Melbourne designer Dom Bagnato.

 + jasongrech.com
 + diida.com.au
 + dombagnato.com.au

Finishing Touches
Style setters should head to Incu to 
finish their outfits. There are Commes 
des Garçons x Converse sneakers, 
Porter bags and designer ranges of 
jewellery, hats, belts and eyewear. 
Christine Barro has been a part of the 
Melbourne fashion scene for many 
years, and her Christine on Collins 
boutique houses some of the most 
beautiful jewellery and bags in the 
city. If you want to keep your jewellery 
buying closer to home, e.g. etal is a 
gallery and boutique, showcasing 
incredible pieces from Australian  
and New Zealand artists.

 + incu.com
 + christineoncollins.com
 + egetal.com.au

Incu

Shop
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It’s home to the chic Next Hotel and 
restaurants including Society and 
Farmer’s Daughters, so it should 
come as no surprise that the retail 
inclusions at 80 Collins, right on the 
corner of Exhibition Street, are second 
to none. Here’s why you’ll love it.

Australian Flagship 
For more than 100 years, Danish 
design firm Georg Jensen has been 
creating bold and beautiful jewellery, 
watches and hollowware. Now, 
the company has a new Australian 
flagship store at 80 Collins where 
you can shop for its heritage and 
more recent designs. If you need a 
special gift, whether for a wedding 
or a birthday, the stunning range 
of polished stainless-steel cocktail 
shakers or vases should be high on 
your shopping list. 

Winning Designs 
Those looking for either casual 
designer styles that will never go out 
of fashion or an incredible pair of 
sneakers should head to the Golden 
Goose boutique. Founded in Italy 

by Alessandro Gallo and Francesca 
Rinaldo, the label creates wearable 
art you can leave the house in 
every single day. Australian fashion 
designer Anna Thomas, who creates 
contemporary separates that all work 
together, and famous French fashion 
house Saint Laurent can also be found 
at 80 Collins.

Total Vision
Like many children of first-generation 
immigrants, Şener Besim moved 
overseas to pursue his dreams. 
After a long stint working in the 
international luxury fashion industry, 
he returned home to Melbourne and 
has now launched his eponymous 
store at 80 Collins. Within its walls, 
you’ll find Şener’s handcrafted, 
minimalist jewellery and eyewear, 
favoured by artists and architects, 
alongside complementary clothing by 
Wardrobe.NYC. In fact, this is one of 
the few places around the world you 
can buy Wardrobe.NYC, designed by 
Josh Goot and Christine Centenera, 
in store.

 + 80collins.com.au

Our Newest
Designer Precinct

It’s one of the most spectacular dining 
and shopping destinations in Melbourne. 

Here are a few good reasons to head to 80 Collins.

80 Collins

Golden Goose
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The Tea Rooms 1892
The Tea Rooms are a must-visit for anyone who comes to 
Melbourne. The fi rst tenant of The Block Arcade, when 
it opened on 14 October 1892, the famous tea rooms have 
been serving cakes, sandwiches, tea and scones, all made 
daily at The Block Arcade, for more than 130 years. 
The oldest tea rooms in Australia, having changed names 
three times in their 130-year history, have remained in 
their original home since 1892. A must for any visitor.

Open: Mon – Fri 8am to 5.30pm, 
Sat – Sun 9am to 5.30pm

Shops 1 & 2, The Block Arcade, 
280 Collins St, Melbourne
w: thetearooms1892.com.au   

Find us on:     

Johnston Jewellers
Johnston Jewellers, a family business dating back to 1901, 
is proud to be one of Melbourne’s largest opal dealers.

With knowledge stemming from an involvement in opal 
mining and manufacturing, Johnston Jewellers can provide 
fi rst-class quality and a selection to suit all budgets.

We stock a huge selection of unmounted opals, as well as 
set opal jewellery, and are only too happy to explain the 
intricacies of purchasing one of these fi ne gems.

Johnston Jewellers also has a magnifi cent range of South 
Sea black, white and gold pearls, as well as jewellery, to 
choose from.

100 Flinders Street, Melbourne
t: 03 9650 7434
e: info@johnstonjewellers.com
w: johnstonjewellers.com
Find us on:  

83

https://chapelstreet.com.au/make-new-memories/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link 
https://thetearooms1892.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.johnstonopals.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


N I C K  A N D  N O R A ’ S Ş E N E R  B E S I M

OFFICIAL GUIDE
Competition

It's a quintessential Melbourne experience. 
Stay at Pullman Melbourne on the Park and enjoy MCG views 

from your deluxe suite, as well as dinner and cocktails at 
The Cliveden Bar & Dining.

Worth more than $1,600 

WINWIN

Scan the QR 
code for 

your chance 
to win

*Terms and conditions apply
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Neighbourhood  
Beaches

1. Half Moon Bay, Black Rock 
Known for the HMVS Cerberus 
shipwreck just offshore.

2. Brighton Beach
An Instagram favourite, famous  
for the colourful bathing boxes.

3. Point Ormond Reserve, Elwood
A grassy lookout ideal for picnics and 
barbecues with a new playground.

4. St Kilda Beach
Watch kite surfers and try to spot  
little penguins at Melbourne’s  
buzziest beach.

5. Port Melbourne Beach
Just 20 minutes by tram from the  
CBD and perfect for an afterwork dip.

6. Sandridge Beach 
Bring your dog for an off-leash  
walk on the sand. 

7. Williamstown Beach
Perfect for a paddle and a photo  
safari #CaptureHobsonsBay.

8. Altona Beach Market, Altona
Part farmers' market, part arts and  
craft, held every Tuesday 9am to 3pm.

 + au

Neighbour- 
hoods

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit 
the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

7

5

3

1

8

6

4

2

For more information within 
Victoria, visit the local Visitor 
Information Centres.

 + visitvictoria.com/vic

Frankston

Werribee

Hume

Hobsons Bay
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Turn off the highway and discover a place where big animals roam, 
food and wine lovers unite and outdoor adventures abound.  

Experience the new mini-golf course at The Elements Coastal Activity Park. 
All just 30 minutes from Melbourne.

Get started at visitwerribee.com 

A Delightful
LIL’ DETOUR



Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Family 
Favourites

The holidays can seem endless, especially
when you’ve run out of activity ideas. 
Luckily, we have a few.

Werribee Open Range Zoo

Museum of Play and Art Como House & Garden Anthony Basheer Luna Park

Open Rangers
Get up early and join the keepers  
at Werribee Open Range Zoo before  
the zoo opens. During the Early 
Morning Savannah Experience,  
you’ll accompany them on their 
rounds, help prep food for the animals 
and observe a training session.  
Then head off in the safari vehicle  
to watch the animals start their day.

 + zoo.org.au

Blooming Lovely
Hopefully, you’ve loaded the esky 
in the car – otherwise, grab some 
takeaway from one of Werribee’s  
fab cafes – because lunch is at the 
Victoria State Rose Garden. Many  
of the more than 5,000 flowers are 
in full bloom right now and it’s the 
perfect spot for a picnic.

 + vicstaterosegarden.com.au

Afternoon Fun
Another thing you’ll want in the car? 
Swimsuits and towels, so you can  
cool off at Werribee Outdoor Pool. 
There’s plenty of lawn with shady 
trees, so you can relax with a book 
while they splash.

 + werribeeoutdoorpool.
wynactive.com.au

Fun Lessons
Take the kids to the new Museum of 
Play and Art (MoPA) at Sandringham 
and they’ll be so busy having fun with 
the activities and exhibitions, they 
won’t realise the whole experience is 
about learning. It’s best for kids aged 
one to 10.

 + museumofplayandart.com.au

Picnic Places
Melbourne has a wonderful selection 
of historic homes, and their gardens 
are perfect for exploring and a picnic 
lunch. A couple of favourites are 
Como House & Garden and Rippon 
Lea Estate, where the seven-hectare 
gardens include an orchard of 
historically significant fruit varieties,  
a lake, fernery and rose gardens.

 + nationaltrust.org.au

Riding High
A day at St Kilda can include a walk  
on the sand, gelato on Acland Street 
and loads of laughs at Luna Park. 
It’s been entertaining Melburnians 
and visitors for more than a hundred 
years, and there are rides and games 
for all ages, from toddlers – known  
as Little Lunies – to teenage  
thrill seekers.

 + lunapark.com.au

NEXT
NEVER STOP PROGRESSING

TAKE
IT

NEVER STOP PROGRESSING

TAKE
ITNEXT

TO BOOK NOW OR FOR MORE INFO VISIT 

BOUNCEINC.COM.AU
VISIT US AT BLACKBURN, ESSENDON FIELDS,
GEELONG, GLEN IRIS, HEIDELBERG,
KEYSBOROUGH, WODONGA
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chadstone.com.au

Eat. Drink. Play all day.
Whether it’s bowling or bao, mini golf or margaritas, there’s something 

for everyone at The Social Quarter, opening this summer. 

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Shop Till You Drop

There’s no better way to support 
Melbourne business than by spending 
your money with them. Head away 
from the big multinationals and find 
what you need in the city’s unique 
neighbourhoods. You’re never far 
from a great shopping strip, whether 
it’s part of a creative suburb in the 
inner north or a village that has its 
own distinct character. Make a day of 
it – have lunch in a local cafe and go 
for a stroll around the neighbourhood 
park. You never know what treasures 
you’ll discover.

North Star
Those seeking out local designers and 
independent boutiques should take a 
stroll along High Street, Northcote.  
At Before March, shop the house 

brand, Sunshine Symbol, and the 
work of designers committed to  
slow fashion and sustainability.

Give your home a spruce with the 
gorgeous pieces at The Phoenix &  
The Turtle. There’s also loads of cool 
cafes and bars for recharging.

 + highstreetnorthcote.com.au

Village Life
It’s only about 18 kilometres northeast 
of the CBD but Montmorency Village 
on Were Street feels like a country 
town. There are no chain stores along 
here – instead you’ll discover unique 
local traders, including jeweller 
Precious Sentiment and kids’  
clothing exchange Little Angels.

 + montyvillage.com.au

The Fashion Capital 
With more than 550 stores, you’ll 
be able to browse the day away at 
Chadstone. Most of the luxury brands, 
including Kenzo and Longchamp, can 
be found here under the one roof, so 
prepare to splurge. It’s also the only 
place in Melbourne where you can 
visit Alexander McQueen and Tod’s 
stores. When you’re done shopping, 
there’s a number of dining precincts 
as well as options for entertainment. 
Treat the kids to a visit to Legoland or 
take a load off at Hoyts cinemas.

 + chadstone.com.au

Head to the suburbs to discover shopping
experiences far removed from those you’ll 
find on the streets of the CBD. High Street Northcote
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Cool Flavours
At Footscray’s Kariton Sorbetes, 
there’s nothing boring about what 
you’ll get in your cone. All the gelatos 
and sorbets are non-traditional and 
loaded. Try Durian Chiffon (durian 
gelato with chiffon cake and palm 
sugar jelly) or Ube Halaya (purple 
yam gelato with purple yam fudge, 
blackberry jam and caramelised 
coconut curds). Indulge in stretchy, 
smooth Turkish dondurma at Cuppa 
Turca in Northcote served the 
theatrical, traditional way.

 + karitonsorbetes.com
 + instagram.com/cuppaturca

New Brews
Last year, Wolf of the Willows opened 
its new facility in Mordialloc. Grab 
one of its core beers or a seasonal 
release in the taproom then find a 
spot in the big beer garden and soak 
up the rays. Opening this summer is 
BrewDog. The Scottish craft brewer 
with taprooms around the world has 
its new multilevel venue and beer 
garden on the site of the old Pentridge 
Prison in Coburg. There’s plenty of  
tap offerings including Elvis Juice,  
a grapefruit-infused IPA.

 + wolfofthewillows.com.au
 + brewdog.com/au

Bayside Bites
At Wyndham Harbour, find a space 
on the lawn at 3030 Boulevard and 
order big. There are pizzas, gourmet 
hotdogs, summer cocktails and more 
to enjoy. Sebastian takes the flavours 
of Spain and serves them up with 
a view of Williamstown Beach and 
Port Phillip Bay. Looking for a spot 
to celebrate? Donovans dishes up 
Mediterranean-style comfort food on 
the waterfront at St Kilda. When the 
weather is fine, a spot on the terrace 
overlooking the beach is the place 
to be.

 + 3030boulevard.com
 + sebastianbeachgrill.com
 + donovans.com.au

Expand your horizons and your tastebuds by 
taking a trip. You don’t have to go far – just head 
to neighbourhoods away from your own.

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Suburban Tastes

BrewDogKariton Sorbetes

3030 Boulevard

9594
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Just 15 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD you’ll discover
 20 kilometres of coastal trails and foreshore to explore 

at Hobsons Bay.

When the sun is shining, take the 
family, your friends or your dog to 
Hobsons Bay in Melbourne’s west 
to experience nature, beaches and 
fun activities. There are walking 
and cycling trails that follow the 
shoreline, go past lakes and traverse 
parklands. Surrounded by nature and 
tranquillity, you’ll never believe you’re 
so close to the bustle of the city.

Views for Miles
Set on 25 hectares near Altona 
is Truganina Coastal Park. The 
regenerated bushland and adjoining 
Cheetham Wetlands are a natural 
habitat for birds, frogs and other 
wildlife and can be explored via the 
many walking and cycling trails.  
By far the biggest attraction here is 
the 100 Steps of Federation, where,  
at the top of this outdoor staircase, 
you’ll find Cameron Robbins’ 
sculpture Time Beacon. This is the 
highest point between Melbourne 
and the You Yangs, so there’s a 
sweeping panorama of the city 
skyline and Port Phillip Bay.

A Beach for All
It was already one of Melbourne’s 
finest stretches of sand, popular 
for swimming, kite boarding 
and paddleboarding, but there’s 
now even more reason to visit 
Altona Beach. It’s the first beach in 
Australia to provide matting down 
to the water, making it accessible to 
anyone using a wheelchair or other 
mobility aid. There’s an accessible 
change facility at Weaver Reserve, 
and beach wheelchairs are available  
to hire for free on weekends  
between noon and 5pm. 

History on the Water
Head to Nelson Place in 
Williamstown for some great cafes 
and restaurants then check out 
Gem Pier. Here, you’ll discover 
the permanently docked HMAS 
Castlemaine, a former minesweeper 
that saw active duty during World 
War II but is now a floating museum. 
Check with the Visitor Information 
Centre on (03) 9932 3016 regarding 
ferry services available if you want  
to take the scenic route back to  
the city.

 +  experiencehobsonsbay.com

Williamstown Foreshore John Palermo

Jawbone Reserve John Palermo

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

A Shore Thing
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For more than a decade Alberto 
Andres shopped at South Melbourne 
Market. He was in the furniture 
business, but part of him wanted to 
share his Spanish culture. “I thought 
the best way might be to start a deli,” 
he says, and that’s exactly what he 
did, launching La Central almost four 
years ago. 

Off the Shelf
These days its shelves are stocked 
with the best wines and produce from 
Spain. “We also like to support local 
producers,” says Alberto. “We can’t 
import smallgoods, so they’re made 
by companies here using traditional 
Spanish methods.” As well as buying 
everything to take home, you can 
order tapas to eat as you watch 
everyone else shop.

The owner of La Central 
Spanish Deli & Bodega 
tells us why he loves 
South Melbourne Market 
and what to expect when 
you visit.

Other Favourites
Working at the market means it’s  
still where Alberto does his shopping. 
“There are lots of incredible places,”  
he says. “But for bread and sweet 
pastries I would go to Agathé, which  
is a French bakery. For seafood,  
Aptus is amazing. Hagen’s Organics  
is an excellent butcher, and I usually 
get my vegetables and fruits at Fruits 
on Coventry.” His best tip though  
is to ask the stall holder for 
recommendations and advice  
if you need it.

 + southmelbournemarket.com.au

Alberto Andres Simon Shiff

La CentralMelbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Market Master
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The Rose St. Artists’ Market
In the heart of eclectic Fitzroy, the Rose Street Artists’ 
Market is packed to the rafters with always original art 
and design.

This season, we’re showcasing more than 200 new and 
exciting local makers, giving you the opportunity to peruse 
numerous stall displays, collect, source and commission 
unique handmade works, and meet, greet and speak with 
artists and designers in person.

Expect to fi nd everything from the wacky to the wonderful, 
including quirky homewares, sustainable fashion, one-off  
jewellery pieces and unique paintings. 

If you’re a lover of all things handmade then look no 
further. Come along and experience it for yourself.

Celebrating 18 years of handmade.

Tram: Number 11 or 96 from city to stop 16 
Open: Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm
60 Rose Street, Fitzroy
t: 0414 803 228    
w: rosestmarket.com.au   
Find us on:    

South Melbourne Market
Since 1867, South Melbourne Market has been a 
much-loved destination for locals and visitors.

The market has more than 150 stalls off ering specialty 
food, fresh produce, artisan goods, fashion and gifts, 
plus a vibrant restaurant precinct, gourmet food hall 
and popular oyster bars.

Just fi ve minutes from the city centre, catch the 
96 tram to South Melbourne.

Open: Wed, Sat and Sun, 8am to 4pm and Fri, 
8am to 5pm. Restaurants open 'til late
322–326 Coventry St, South Melbourne
t: 03 9209 6295
w: southmelbournemarket.com.au
Find us on:      

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Buy 2 General Admission tickets  
& get 2 FREE Close-Up Koala Encounters saving $50!

Visit Victoria’s 
WILDEST Theme Park

Experience WATER, WILDLIFE & RIDES in a day of  
blockbuster action set in the beautiful Victorian bush!

With 8 epic water slides in OASIS SPRINGS,  
new world-class rollercoasters in OZ ADVENTURE,  

and thrilling wildlife encounters in the WILDLIFE TRAIL, 
nowhere else will you ‘get a WILDlife’ like you will  

at Gumbuya World.

50 minutes from Melbourne, this is the ultimate  
Victorian adventure!

© 2022 Tynong North Operations Pty Ltd (Gumbuya World)

•  RIDES•  RIDES•  WILDLIFE•  WILDLIFEWATERWATER
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Musical Moment
Arrive early at Howler in Brunswick 
to find a great table in the sprawling 
outdoor area. Tacos and burgers, from 
a classic wagyu beef version to vegan 
options, come out of the kitchen 
and are perfect teamed with a local 
craft beer or cocktail. When you’re 
done, head into the band room for 
live music, from alternative rock to 
hip-hop. Not far away, there’s a revival 
of the dinner-and-a-show tradition 
at Brunswick Ballroom. Book a ticket 
for the likes of Emma Donovan & The 
Putbacks (17 December) and choose 
dishes from a three-course menu. 

 + h-w-l-r.com
 + brunswickballroom.com.au

Take it Outside
During the summer, days at 
Shadowfax Wines are extended for 
Twilight Sessions on Friday evenings. 
The fun starts at 6pm and continues 
as the sun goes down. Enjoy a glass 
of wine and some great food on the 
lawn, accompanied by live music. 
Check the website for details and  
be sure to book.

 + shadowfax.com.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Big Night Out
Sometimes you want  
more than dinner. 
These venues serve  
it all up, from drinks 
to dancing.

Up Late
It’s been the place Melburnians have 
gathered for late nights for almost 20 
years. And Revolver Upstairs – Revs 
to its friends – is still going strong 
in Prahran. Fuel up on noodles, rice 
pancakes and dishes from the wok 
at Colonel Tan’s Thai Kitchen before 
heading into the Cage, where DJs rule. 
Think 80s-era New York, American 
diners and excellent happy hours and 
you have Evie’s Disco Diner in Fitzroy. 
There’s a vegan-friendly menu 
of comfort food (until late on the 

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Howler Evie's Disco Diner

weekend), summer-friendly boozy 
slushies and DJs from 9pm on  
Friday and Saturday. 

 + revolverupstairs.com.au
 + evies.net.au

Check out Melbourne’s Night 
Network of trains, trams and buses 
and catch public transport to and 
from your night out. ptv.vic.gov.au

103102

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
M

e
lb

o
u

rn
e

’s N
e

ig
h

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
s

http://h-w-l-r.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://brunswickballroom.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://shadowfax.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ptv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://revolverupstairs.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://evies.net.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ptv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


St Kilda Esplanade Market
Discover handmade crafts and local food products at 
Melbourne’s only outdoor market by the bay. Set against 
the backdrop of St Kilda Beach, this vibrant makers’ 
market features unique artwork, jewellery, fashion 
and accessories, beauty products, delicious food 
and so much more. 

The market is a great day out with family, friends 
and fur babies. 

Start right here when you’re exploring St Kilda! 

Handmade, unique, local… That’s your Esplanade Market.

Tram: Route 3a, 16 or 96 to stop 138   

Open: Every Sunday from 10am to 5pm

Upper Esplanade, St Kilda
w: stkildaesplanademarket.com.au   
Find us on:     

Melbourne’s Luna Park
Step through the mouth of Mr Moon to soak up the 
carnival atmosphere, rides and attractions that have 
entertained visitors for more than a hundred years.

Brave the heights of the Great Scenic Railway, the oldest 
continually operating rollercoaster in the world, ride 
one of the beautiful horses on the heritage carousel, 
or fl y high in the sky taking in views of the bay on the 
Supernova swing tower.

Grab an unlimited ride ticket for all the spinning 
and twirling you can handle all day long. Plus, there’s 
20% off  if you use the promo code VisitVic when 
you book a ticket online.

Open: School holiday's, weekends and public 
holidays from 11am. See website for more details.
t: 03 9525 5033
w: lunapark.com.au
e: justforfun@lunapark.com.au
Find us on:     

Just off Chapel Street and adjacent 
to Prahran Station, this strip of 
boutiques, cafes and galleries has a 
village vibe. First stop for any music 
lover should be Greville Records,  
an independent store that’s stocked 
vinyl from right across the world  
for more than 40 years. 

Look out for the petite 
pocket of style and 
sass that is Prahran’s 
Greville Street.

Shop Your Style
Skater style – think Dickies, XLARGE 
and Carhartt WIP – is on the racks 
at Brick + Mortar Supply. Take a 
colourful approach at Fool Clothing, 
where the creative separates are 
designed and made in Melbourne. 
More ultra-local designs are on offer 
at Henne, where neutral tones and 
classic styles elevate everyday looks 
for the label’s limited collections.

Greville After Dark
One of Melbourne’s best French 
restaurants moved to the street last 
year. Head to Entrecôte for apéro 
hour after shopping and stay for steak 
frites and lemon tart. At White Oaks 

Saloon expect more than a touch 
of Americana, with classic Tex Mex 
and Southern dishes, global beers 
and classic cocktails. For cocktails 
with names like Daddy Issues and 
Ivana Tinkle, try Pawn & Co, where 
everything in the eclectic interior  
is for sale.

 + chapelstreet.com.au

Greville Street and Grattan Gardens Jesse Hisco

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Got to be
Greville
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International Element
All the traditional Turkish dishes 
at Greenvale’s Usta Restaurant, 
including the pides and kofte, are 
delicious, but those in the know 
head there for the breakfast buffet. 
The range and quality of the dishes 
is second to none. More excellent 
breakfast offerings are served up at 
Baladi Lebanese Bakery in Roxburgh 
Park. There are plenty of great 
options, especially for vegetarians. 
It’s all-day Italian at Cucina 3064, 
the eatery at Mickleham’s Marnong 
Estate. Order small dishes like burrata 
caprese to share, followed by pizza 
and glasses of wine from the estate’s 
vineyard. For more formal occasions, 
experience La Vetta, the new fine 
diner with sweeping views at  
Marnong Estate. 

In Melbourne’s 
northwestern suburbs, 
not far from the airport, 
you’ll find a world
of taste in Hume City.

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Hume’s 
Got Flavour

Simone Farrugia

Something Different
Enjoy a piece of history while 
you dine at The Gatehouse at 
Rupertswood in Sunbury. This 
beautiful bluestone building, now 
a cafe, was built in 1875 and was 
originally the entry for an estate  
best known for being the birthplace  
of the Ashes urn. If you’re wondering 
what to do with the kids these 
holidays, take them to URBNSURF 
Tullamarine then head into Three 
Blue Ducks and enjoy a great lunch  
of dishes off the rotisserie and 
charcoal pit. 

For more inspiration on things  
to do, places to see and foods to  
eat in Hume City, follow

 + instagram.com/discoverhume/

Cafe Culture
Stop by Just Planet, a roastery and 
espresso bar, in Sunbury to get your 
morning shot of coffee and take 
home a bag of beans sourced from 
fairtrade cooperatives around the 
world. You might want to linger 
longer at Forget Me Not in Greenvale, 
situated within Direct Plants nursery. 
There’s an all-day breakfast and  
lunch menu, coffee, tea, cold-pressed 
juices and smoothies to enjoy.  
A few minutes' drive from the  
airport lies The Ninth Ave. This 
spacious and fully accessible cafe  
is a coffee specialist with a bonus 
offering of to-go grazing boxes  
and barbecue packs.

Forget Me Not

Three Blue Ducks
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Marnong Estate
Discover sweeping rural views, estate-grown wines 
and a recently opened Italian fi ne diner.

Executive chef Salvatore Giorgio has taken the reins, 
putting together an Italian-inspired wonderland of 
cuisine, from casual bites and granita at Caff è Vista 
street kitchen to elegant dining in La Vètta.

Marnong Estate is right on Melbourne’s doorstep, 
located just 35 minutes from the CBD and 15 minutes 
from the airport.

Book a dine-and-stay package and experience all 
it has to off er.

2335 Mickleham Rd, Mickleham 
VIC 3064, Australia
w: marnongestate.com.au
t: 03 9216 3300

Global Ballooning 
Australia
Global Ballooning Australia has shared a sunrise with 
more than 120,000 people since 1992. Gently fl oat over the 
world’s most liveable city or the countryside – travelling 
with the breeze means every journey is diff erent. Our 
award-winning balloon fl ights take in Melbourne city, 
Yarra Valley and Mansfi eld.

Yarra Valley is a stunning wine region, located only a 
50-minute drive from Melbourne. Local producers of food, 
wine and cider will tantalise your tastebuds and keep you 
wanting more. Return CBD transfers available.

Use code OVG10 for 10% off  any WEEKDAY 
Yarra Valley adult fl ight. T&C’s apply
Global Ballooning Australia operates 
364 days a year, weather permitting.
t: +61 3 9428 5703  
w: www.globalballooning.com.au  
Find us on:     

SURF, LEARN AND ENJOY.
WELCOME TO A WORLD OF SURF & MORE

SUMMER OF SURF
& More

BOOK NOW URBNSURF.COM
TULLAMARINE, MELBOURNE
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With 10 kilometres of pristine 
coastline, Frankston comes to life  
in summer. Swimmers, divers, 
boats and fishermen all flock to the 
waterfront. Whether you want to 
hire a stand-up paddleboard, explore 
boutiques and cafes, or take a walk 
along the waterfront, there’s always 
plenty to do.

Summer Family Fun
Australia’s much-loved pop-up mini-
golf open air sensation, Pixar Putt 
will land at the Frankston Waterfront 
between 16 December and 29 January. 
Inspired by the stories, characters, 
and icons from some of Pixar’s most 
beloved films including Toy Story, Cars, 
Monsters, Inc., The Incredibles, Finding 

Head south to Frankston 
to discover views, food  
and family fun all  
season long.

Nemo, A Bug’s Life and more,  
this 18-hole mini-golf course will 
become a summer favourite. Then 
on 18–19 February, The Waterfront 
Festival brings live music, family 
entertainment, market stalls, rides, 
food and lots of fun, including 
Saturday night fireworks, to the  
bay’s edge.

Hot in the City
Get set for sunset at Oliver’s Corner. 
Located at the waterfront and open 

192 Hotham St, Elsternwick
bookings@nattrust.com.au

Pixar Putt ©

The Waterfront Festival

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Summer 
by the Bay

daily from 10am, it's the perfect spot to 
watch the fun on the water and finish 
the day with a cocktail and sharing 
plates. With 66 metres of track, 
MoMo Roto, which recently opened 
in the city centre, is the sushi train 
restaurant of the moment. Frankston’s 
hottest new opening is rooftop bar 
and restaurant, Lona Hotel. Think 
tapas, fun drinks and music on  
the weekend. Craving more?  
For ideas and inspiration visit

 + discoverfrankston.com
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For more information within 
Victoria, visit the local Visitor 
Information Centre.

 + visitvictoria.com/vic

Echuca
Echuca sits at the junction of the 
mighty Murray and Campaspe rivers, 
where paddle steamers continue to 
ferry passengers up and down. Be sure 
to take a steamer cruise or paddle at 
your own pace with Echuca Stand Up 
Paddleboards.

Step back in time when you visit the 
Olde Penny Arcade, with 40 machines
dating from early last century.  
Get real pennies with your entry  
fee to play the games. Travel by 
horsepower with Billabong Carriages
for a local winery tour. Downtown, 
at the American Hotel, enjoy a 
sundowner on the rooftop bar  
and US barbecue, dining or stop  
by Bar Lee at the award-winning  
Echuca Distillery.

Art lovers can hit the road for the 
Echuca-Moama Silo Art Trail, taking 
in the towns of Rochester and 
Colbinabbin. Don't miss the many 
murals of Tongala or Jimmy Dvate's 
vivid transformation of the Kyabram 
water tank highlighting local wetland 
flora and fauna.

Echuca is accessible by V/Line train to 
Shepparton and coach to the Murray.

112

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit 
the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Victoria
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Gourmet Getaways 
Each year, more than 10 tonnes of 
local molluscs are consumed at the 
Portarlington Mussel Festival (14 
January). To aid in the celebrations, 
there’ll be more than 120 food and 
drink stalls, cooking demos, art 
shows, kids’ activities and local 
musicians playing across five stages. 
Port Phillip Ferries runs a twice daily 
service between Portarlington and 
Docklands. Every weekend during 
January, the wineries of the Macedon 
Ranges welcome guests as part of 
the Summertime Fling Cellar Door 
Festival. Some put on lunch with 
matched wines, others throw a picnic 
among the vines, and there are always 
some great music events.

 + portmusselfestival.com
 + portphillipferries.com.au
 + visitmacedonranges.com

From music to mussels, there’s a festival celebrating 
the best of the regions. Get out your diary, check the 
dates and start booking your tickets.

Join the Fun

Sail Away
More than 100,000 people will 
descend on Corio Bay for Geelong’s 
Festival of Sails (26–29 January) 
as it celebrates its 180th birthday. 
As well as the regatta on the water, 
there’s so much to do on the shore. 
The Waterfront Festival will bring 
free family-friendly fun, including 
live music, great food, a market and 
Australia Day fireworks to the area 
around Eastern Beach. Plus, there’s 
the chance to try sailing for yourself 
with a team operating lessons for  
kids and adults.

 + festivalofsails.com.au

Musical Moments
Phillip Islands hosts sunset gigs  
twice during summer as part of  
Ocean Sounds. Check out Tash 
Sultana, Pierce Brothers and more  
(10 December) or John Butler,  
The Waifs and Mama Kin Spender 
(7 January). The Ballarat Botanical 
Gardens are the backdrop for  
Summer Sundays throughout January. 
Each evening will feature a line-up 
of local, emerging and established 
musicians on the outdoor stage.

 + oceansoundsfestival.com.au
 + visitballarat.com.au

Portarlington Mussel Festival

Festival of Sails Mark Chew
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Take it Outdoors
See Lake Wendouree differently when 
you ride its shoreline on a Neuron 
e-bike. The over-18s can collect one 
outside the Ballarat Railway Station 
before almost effortlessly completing 
the 10-kilometre trail. Take your time 
and explore the adjacent Ballarat 
Botanical Gardens. When you’re 
ready for a break, stop at Pipers by the 
Lake to order a coffee or some lunch 
and relax on the deck with its views 
of the water.

Spoil Yourself
You’ll get the vibe of a luxe hotel in 
the Mister Sturt city apartment, the 
latest unique offering from Wonder 
Inns, right in the heart of Ballarat. 
Also new is the Wayward Winery 

With its gold-rush history adjacent to more contemporary 
offerings, this thriving city, only 90 minutes from Melbourne, 

is ripe for exploring.

Brilliant Ballarat 

cellar door and restaurant. Take in 
stunning views as you dine on the 
wood-fired seasonal menu. It’s a 
25-minute drive from Ballarat in the 
Pyrenees, a region renowned for its 
exceptional cool-climate wines.

From about mid-February, a field 
in Dunnstown, just east of Ballarat, 
becomes a sea of yellow. Grab your 
secateurs and a bucket and get ready 
to pick your own sunflowers. This 
annual occurrence usually lasts for 
between four and six weeks, filling 
Instagram feeds right across Victoria. 

Try This Too
Head beneath the oaks with specially 
trained dogs during Black Cat 
Truffles’ summer truffle immersion. 

The two-hour experience includes 
hunting the magnificent fungi and 
tasting them. Another excellent 
agricultural experience can be had 
at Inglenook Dairy. You’ll learn about 
the farm’s fascinating history, find out 
how milk is processed and try your 
hand at churning butter. Both are 
part of the seasonal Made of Ballarat 
Experiences series.

Help keep traditional crafts alive 
when you take a workshop at  
the newly opened Australian Centre 
for Rare Arts and Forgotten Trades. 
There’s a range of experiences to 
explore, including silversmithing, 
knifemaking and woodblock  
carving and printing. 

 + visitballarat.com.au
Pick Your Own Sunflowers Dunnstown
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In the heart of one of Victoria’s most 
popular regional destinations, you’ll 
find RACV Goldfields, a resort where 
you can either relax or explore 
depending on your mood. Located 
near the town of Creswick, this newly 
renovated property is within an 
easy drive of both the goldrush city 
of Ballarat and the spa country of 
Daylesford and Hepburn Springs. 

When you’re ready for 
your next break from 
the city, base yourself at 
RACV Goldfields resort.

Stay Here
There’s so much to do at RACV 
Goldfields you might never want 
to leave. Its 137 spacious resort 
rooms, including interconnecting 
family rooms, overlook the resort’s 
picturesque 18-hole golf course. 
Spend the day on the green, swim in 
the heated outdoor pool, ride the 4.5 
kilometres of mountain bike trails 
(there’s even secure bike storage), and 
check out the new ArtHouse, a venue 
for exhibitions, workshops and artists 
in residence. 

Got the kids with you? They’ll love 
the playground, fairy garden and 
games room. There are two places 
to eat onsite: the casual Springs Bar 
& Terrace and Three Founders, a 
modern, family-friendly restaurant 
where you can dine inside or on  
the terrace.

Go Further
If you want to go further on your 
bike, the resort is close to trails that 
link nearby towns like Castlemaine, 
Bendigo, Ballarat and Daylesford. 
There are plenty of great stops along 
the way, like the Chocolate Mill and 
mine relics from the height of the 
goldrush era. 

More to
Explore

Check out more history when you 
head to Sovereign Hill in Ballarat,  
or revive yourself and book a session  
at Hepburn Bathhouse and Spa.  
Or course, all around this region  
are incredible restaurants, cafes  
and cellar doors. Just ask and we  
can point you towards whatever  
you have in mind.

 + racv.com.au/goldfields

Sovereign HillKangaroos at RACV Goldfields Resort

RACV Goldfields Resort Beer Garden
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Murray Magic
If it’s produce you’re after, the Murray 
Farm Gate Trail is the perfect way to 
experience it all. Stock up on organic 
almonds, honey, oils, seeds and other 
products at Aintree Farm Organics. 
The kids will love Zankers Farm, 
where they can check out the farm 
animals and learn about life on the 
land, as well as the Big Strawberry. 
Until January, they can grab a bucket  
and pluck fresh berries from  
the patch.

 + visitthemurray.com.au

A 
Regional 
Feast
Wherever you are in 
Victoria, you’ll find a 
unique food or wine 
experience. Here’s a pick 
of the best of summer.

Yarra’s Best
Known for its incredible wineries and 
cellar doors, there’s plenty more to 
explore in the Yarra Valley. Until early 
January, head to CherryHill Orchards  
and pick your own luscious fruit. In 
Healesville, check out Four Pillars 
Gin’s newly expanded operation.  
Book the 55-minute tasting session 
that includes five of the distillery’s 
award-winning gins to try as well as  
signature G&T. It is, after all, the 
quintessential summer drink.

 + cherryhill.com.au
 + fourpillarsgin.com

Summer’s Favourite
Nothing says the temperature’s rising 
like a delicious plate of seafood. Head 
to Lakes Entrance where you can buy 
prawns, flathead, squid, flounder and 
heaps more right off the trawler. Have 
the freshest local seafood cooked 
for you at the floating restaurant 
Sodafish. It’s a great spot as the sun 
sets. On the Great Ocean Road, make 
a stop at the Apollo Bay Fishermen’s 
Co-Operative. Some of the best 
crayfish in the world are caught here, 
and you can grab fresh seafood or fish 
and chips to eat by the beach.

 + sodafish.com.au
 + apollobayfishcoop.com.au

Slake a Thirst
Raise a glass at Shedshaker Brewing, 
located in The Mill Castlemaine 
complex. The brewers here create a 
range of exciting beers, from Holy 
Grail Cloudy Ale to Robust Choc 
Porter, and you can taste them at  
the taproom. Just up the road, try the 
ciders and perries made from fresh 
apples and pears at Henry  
of Harcourt.

 + shedshakerbrewing.com
 + henrycider.com

Four Pillars Gin

CherryHill Orchards
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City Beach
Stop first at Geelong’s Eastern Beach, 
where you can ride the giant sky 
wheel, check out the bollards painted 
to resemble historical characters or 
pull on your swimmers and jump 
into the ocean pool. There’s a shallow 
wading pool for little kids, and diving 
boards, pontoons and slides for 
teenagers. Plus, the vast swathe  
of lawn is lovely for a picnic.

Surf’s Up
If you’ve always wanted to try hanging 
10, head to Ocean Grove and make a 
date with Go Ride a Wave at one of the 
best learner surf beaches in Australia. 
There are two-hour beginners’ classes 
most days or, if you’re staying a while, 
take the Surf Course, with three 
two-hour lessons to take you from 
complete beginner to intermediate 
surfer. All equipment hire is included 
as part of the course. 

From the Sea
Plump mussels are farmed in 
abundance in the region, and there 
are plenty of places where you can 
taste them. They’re a specialty 
of the house in the bistro at the 
Portarlington Grand Hotel, where  
you can choose to have them with 
tomato sugo or green curry sauce.  
At the Little Mussel Cafe, the shellfish 
is prepared several ways, plus there’s 
other seafood on the menu.

 + visitgeelongbellarine.com.au

Head to Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula 
this summer for a classic mix of good fun and 
great food.

Eastern BeachSeaside Fling
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Seeking Sanctuary
Experience the wild side of the Great 
Ocean Road. When you visit Wildlife 
Wonders you’ll be taken on a guided 
nature walk to spot all the creatures 
that live here, including koalas, 
kangaroos, wallabies and bandicoots. 
There are more than 160 native and 
exotic species at Halls Gap Zoo, some 
of which you can meet up close. 
Book an animal encounter and find 
out more about a red panda, dingo, 
meerkat or other friendly creature.   

 + wildlifewonders.org.au
 + hallsgapzoo.com.au

Keeping the younger members of the family
amused over the summer holidays isn’t hard 
when you head to the regions.

Family 
Fun Times

Learn a Little
They can tilt back and look up at the 
stars, play a tune on a pair of thongs 
or take the plunge on the vertical 
slide at Bendigo’s Discovery Science 
& Technology Centre. There are more 
than a hundred hands-on exhibits, 
a planetarium and an early-learning 
space for babies to six-year-olds,  
plus there’s a full program of events 
during school holidays.

 + discovery.asn.au

Find Them All
While you’re exploring Shepparton, 
tell the kids to keep their eyes peeled. 
Local artist Tank has been painting 
tiny animals at businesses all over 

town, so you can go on a Mouse 
Hunt. There are already more than 
30 mice around Shepparton and 
Tank is still rendering them. When 
he’s done there’ll be a hundred or 
more. When you find one, take a 
selfie with the mouse and post your 
photo on Instagram with the hashtag 
#sheppartonmousehunt.

 + visitshepparton.com.au

On Your Bike
The East Gippsland Rail Trail runs 
for 94 kilometres from Bairnsdale 
to Orbost. Load your bikes, helmets 
and water bottles in the car then 
find a starting point to suit. Try the 
27-kilometre section of trail from 
Bruthen to Nowa Nowa, which  
crosses the Tambo River and runs 
beside the towering Stony Creek 
Trestle Bridge. Whichever section  
you pedal, there are lots of small 
towns along the way where you  
can stop for refreshments.
Victoria's High Country sports the 
longest network of rail trails in the 
southern hemispheres. On the 
Murray to Mountains rail trail,  
you'll coast by historical tobacco kilns, 
stop at charming towns and take  
in spectacular scenery.

 + eastgippslandrailtrail.com.au
 + ridehighcountry.com.au

Rail trails are a great way to explore 
nature and history, and they often 
start close to operating train lines. 
Discover the East Gippsland Rail  
Trail a short distance from  
Bairnsdale Station.

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au Mouse Hunt  East Gippsland Rail Trail Jessica Shapiro
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Phillip Island Nature Parks
Be in awe of nature’s true spectacle as you watch little penguins 
waddle home every night at Phillip Island’s Penguin Parade. 
Spot koalas, wallabies and birdlife in their bushland habitat 
at the Koala Conservation Reserve, and experience the 
heritage working farm, historical grounds and gardens 
at Churchill Island. Learn stories of conservation, climate 
resilience and what lives in the deep, with the interactive 
and immersive experiences at the Antarctic Journey. 

Make the most of your whole day out on Phillip Island 
and help us protect nature for wildlife by purchasing our 
best value ticket, the 4 Parks Pass.

Just 90 minutes from Melbourne, Phillip Island Nature 
Parks is a self-funded organisation. Revenue raised 
through our attractions is invested in vital research, 
environment and education programs.

Open: Daily from 10am. Penguins arrive at sunset.

1019 Ventnor Road, Summerlands, Phillip Island 
t: 03 5951 2830
w: penguins.org.au
Find us on:     

Around and About 
Travel and Planning
See the Great Ocean Road the right way and spend two 
full days along this amazing coastline. 

Around and About off ers award-winning ecotourism 
experiences as part of its Ultimate 2 day Great Ocean 
Road itinerary, including Wildlife Wonders, a sanctuary 
that off ers guests a unique glimpse into the wild Otways. 

Let us show you the Great Ocean Road, Phillip Island, 
Wilsons Prom, Gippsland, the Grampians, Mount 
Macedon, Daylesford, Yarra Valley and many other 
wonderful places Victoria has to off er. Around and 
About Travel off ers you the chance to see Victoria 
on a small group tour limited to a maximum of 11 
passengers. Book now to receive a discount.

We pick up from most Melbourne city hotels and hostels. 
t: 0414 637 072   
w: aroundandabout.com.au   
e: info@aroundandabout.com.au    
Find us on:    WWW.ADVENTUREPARK.COM.AU
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Take a Sip
They’ve been brewing their excellent 
craft bevvies for a hot minute, and 
now the boys from Wild Life Brewing 
Co. have a big new operation where 
punters can come and try the beer 
right at the source. The big orange 
doors open to an industrial space, 
with plenty of room to enjoy a brew  
or two with your mates.

Sparkling Success
Settle beneath a giant fig tree in a  
beer garden crafted from fruit pallets 
and enjoy the offerings of the Cheeky  
Grog Co. Mark and Jenny Morey, 
third-gen fruit growers and chiefs of 
cheekiness, oversee everything from 
seedling to cider at the Bunbartha 
orchard north of Shepparton.

Follow the Rabbit
Among the orchards that produce 
the plums that go into the base spirit 
is the new Black Rabbit Distillery. 
And while plums aren’t normally 
associated with London Dry Gin,  
Black Rabbits signature, as well 
as BlackBerry Bramble, and a 
passionfruit gin, dangle a very tasty 
carrot when planning your next trip  
to the Goulburn Valley.

 + visitshepparton.com.au

Want to check out Goulburn Valley’s hottest spots for 
cooling down during summer? Here’s the lowdown.

Shepp’s 
Best 
Brews James and Rhys from Wild Life Brewing
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Paddle Power
Take a full day to explore the 
Mornington Peninsula on the 
Peninsula Paddle, Pinot and Pools 
tour. Starting at the nineteenth-
century McRae Lighthouse, this 
adventure includes a stand-up 
paddleboarding lesson and the 
chance to look for the local dolphins, 
a soak at Peninsula Hot Springs, 
a hike along the coast, some rock 
pooling, a picnic and an organic  
wine tasting. 

 + wildadventuresmelbourne.com

There’s one way to beat the summer heat and 
that’s by jumping into the cooling depths. 
Whether you’re by the sea or further inland, 
we’ve got a spot for you.

Make a Splash 

Local Treasure
No one’s sure how the Macedon locals 
have managed to keep this place a 
secret. Middle Gully Reservoir, or 
what they simply call 'the Res', is a 
beautiful swimming lake hidden from 
the road. A couple of years ago it was 
even a location for the Hollywood 
movie, Blacklight. Need directions? 
Take the Macedon exit off the Calder 
Freeway, turn left into Nursery Road 
and, just before the railway bridge, 
you’ll see some bush car parks.  
Follow the track around the lake  

to the swimming spot, with its  
rope swing and shady trees.

Cascade Country
Just a 10-minute drive from 
Beechworth, discover Woolshed Falls. 
Water flows through rocks before 
plunging into a deep waterhole,  
where you can slip in for a swim. 
Otherwise pack a picnic to enjoy  
with the sound of falling water  
in the background and explore  
the old goldmining sites.

 + explorebeechworth.com.au

Creature Feature
Visit a seal rookery, check out the 
coastal landscape from the water  
then dive in with dolphins and the 
puppies of the sea during the Seal 
& Dolphin Swim half-day tour from 
Queenscliff. You don’t need to be a 
good swimmer to give it a go, and 
even small kids can take part if  
they’re accompanied by a parent. 
This is an incredible opportunity 
to get close to some of the ocean’s 
magnificent wild creatures.

 + dolphinswims.com.au

Peninsula Paddle, Pinot and Pools tour

Woolshed Falls

Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay
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It’s an event that’s been embraced  
by the community since its  
inception in 2016, and the Cadel 
Evans Great Ocean Road Race (27–29 
January) is set to again attract both 
professional riders and hopeful 
wannabes in 2023. 

The races take part on the streets of 
Geelong, Barwon Heads and Torquay, 
with elite men’s and women’s races, 
as well as the People’s Ride and  
Family Ride, all free to watch for 
anyone who doesn’t like to jump  
in the saddle. It’s an event Cadel  
looks forward to each summer.  
“It’s my ‘legacy’ in the sport, so I love 
the whole weekend,” he says. “The 
racing is, of course, the highlight. 
On a personal level, though, seeing 

the pros cheering and giving water 
bottles to the children on our Family 
Ride and having the anthem sung  
on the start line are goosebump 
moments for me.” Here are a few 
suggestions from Cadel about his 
favourite spots.

Got a summertime ritual? 
When I have a sweet tooth, the Great 
Ocean Road Chocolaterie on the 
way to Anglesea has more amazing 
chocolate and ice-cream than you 
can imagine.

What’s your  
favourite detour? 
Point Addis. It has the best view  
of the coast at this end of the  
Great Ocean Road. 

Do you have a  
regular getaway? 
I have family in the Apollo Bay area, 
so that’s become my coastal getaway. 
The access there to coastal hiking  
and inland cycling is fantastic.

Favourite mountain trail? 
My fondest memories as a young 
mountain biker were riding out  
to Craig's Hut in the Victorian  
High Country.

Best summer  
beer garden? 
It’s at the Forrest Brewing Company, 
right by the Forrest mountain bike 
trails in the Otways.

 + cadelevansgreatocean 
roadrace.com.au

On Your Bike
He’s got a whole bike  
race named after him,  
so we asked Cadel Evans 
to give us a rundown  
of the event and a few 
tips on where else to go. Coffee at Annie's Provedore 

Cadel Evans
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bottles to the children on our Family Ride  
and having the anthem sung on the start  
line are goosebump moments for me.”
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Is sleeping under a twinkling night 
sky the kind of getaway you dream 
about? Then get ready to book a stay 
at Stella the Stargazer. This tiny home, 
which pays homage to the Aussie 
shed in its salvaged corrugated iron 
and reclaimed timber construction, 
has a queen bed on a roll-out 
platform, so you can stare up into  
the Milky Way as you drift off to sleep.

Stella’s Stops
This unique and sustainable tiny 
home will begin its season at a 
vineyard in Gippsland (until mid-
December) before moving to the Great 
Ocean Road (February to April), where 
she’ll be close to bushwalks, mountain 
bike trails and surf spots. Stella’s 
final location will be the incredible 
Grampians (April to June). No matter 
which location you choose, you’ll feel 
far away from the hustle of city life. 

Everything You Need
Stella is set up with all that’s required 
for a rustic getaway. There’s a kitted-
out kitchen, including a woodfire 
stove, luxury bedding, a welcome 
pack of local produce and wine, and 
a breakfast hamper of eggs, bread, 
bacon and farmhouse granola. If you 
like, you can order the optional chef’s 
dinner, created by chef Alejandro 
Saravia of Farmer’s Daughters to  
heat and enjoy.

For the next six months, a special tiny home will 
be making its way across Victoria, providing guests
with the perfect way to get back to nature.

Take It Off-Grid

And while there is some phone 
reception at all three locations,  
there’s no Wi-Fi. After all, this is your 
chance to disconnect, kick back and 
revel in the raw beauty of three of 
Victoria’s stunning landscapes.

 + stellastargazer.com.au

Stella the Stargazer
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BUY BEFORE YOU FLY

Experience Melbourne Airport’s tax free 
shopping online in three easy steps.

1. Shop 60 days in advance and up to 24 
hours before your international flight.

2. Enter your flight details 
and pay for your items.

3. Pick up your items from the 
assigned collection point when 
departing or arriving into T2.

Melbourne is renowned for its world-class shopping precincts,  with boutique and 
international brands peppering the iconic streets of the CBD. Well, now there’s 

another Laneway in town – right here, in the palm of your hand.

DUTY FREE HAS GONE ONLINE

Laneway is our new online click and 
collect service, allowing you to shop 
our Duty Free range right from your 
fingertips. It’s quick, easy and above all 
saves you time. To shop perfumes, wines, 
liquor and the latest in cosmetics, makeup 
and skincare, simply browse our range. 
Find something you like, and then it’s as 
simple as – click, collect and fly.

S C A N  T O 

S H O P

MELBOURNEAIRPORT.COM.AU/
LANEWAY 

Click, Collect & Fly

+  melbourneairport.com.au

Nothing beats  
value parking

Park with ease at Melbourne Airport

Planning your next trip? Melbourne 
Airport Parking offers a seamless 
parking experience for all budgets 
that is safe and flexible.

For just $12 a day*, our Value Car 
Park is officially the lowest single 
day airport parking rate in the 
market. 

Convenience is the key with our 
Terminal Car Parks, situated only a 
few minutes' walk from check-in for 
just $49 a day. 

With Premium, you're spoilt 
for choice, providing ultimate 
ease – self park or valet for just 
$79 a day.

All bookings are fully flexible. 
You can cancel any time prior 
to arrival free of charge.

For ultimate ease and 
peace of mind, book now at 
melbourneairport.com.au

Overstay Guarantee

For a small fee, the Melbourne 
Airport Parking Overstay 
Guarantee* offers you peace of 
mind and prevents any additional 
parking charges accruing due 
to unforeseen travel changes 
in certain circumstances.

*T&Cs apply.

Save more when you pre-book online.

Airport 
Parking from

$12
a day*

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://laneway.melbourneairport.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Avalon Airport
If you want to touch down and drive straight out to enjoy 
the sights, choose Avalon Airport. Avalon is the most 
effi  cient and economical airport in Australia.

It’s only 40 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD, which is now 
easier than ever to reach on the SkyBus Avalon City Express.

Avalon Airport is also the closest international airport to the 
Great Ocean Road, Bells Beach, Geelong and the 12 Apostles.

Drive straight up the highway, park out the front, grab a 
drink or meal and stay connected with free wifi , while 
charging all your devices in comfort right by the gate. 
It really is fl ying made easy.

Bus: SkyBus Avalon City Express to/from Southern Cross 
Station via Werribee, or SkyBus Geelong Express to/from 
Geelong, the Bellarine and the Surf Coast

Open: Daily, 4am to midnight

80 Beach Road, Lara
t: 03 5227 9100
w: avalonairport.com.au
Find us on:     

SkyBus Airport Transfers
SkyBus Melbourne City Express is famous for fast, frequent 
and aff ordable travel to and from the airport – and it’s easy! 
Jump off  your fl ight and onto one of our red buses and 
you’ll be on your way to the heart of the city. We operate 
from 4.30am to midnight 365 days a year, transferring you 
between Melbourne Tullamarine Airport and Southern 
Cross Station in as little as 30 minutes. 

Enjoy free Wi-Fi onboard and unlimited luggage. 
Buy your tickets online or via our handy SkyBus app 
or at our ticket kiosks. Kiosks are conveniently located 
kerbside at T1, T3 and T4, and inside the T2 and T4 
terminals at Melbourne Airport, and within the 
Southern Cross Station Bus Terminal. 

We also service Avalon Airport with our Avalon City 
Express service, meeting all major fl ights. 

Adult tickets start at $16 and kids $3 based 
on a return fare. Kids under 4 travel free. 
t: 1300 SKYBUS
w: skybus.com.au
Find us on:    

Transport Maps
Straight to your phone 

Scan the 
QR code to 
download

Regional train 
and coach 
network

Victorian train 
network

Melbourne tram 
network

141140

https://bit.ly/3NblXcG
https://www.skybus.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.avalonairport.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=summer-2023-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link




20% OFF EXPLORER BUS RIDES

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne p 39
Enjoy 20% o�  Explorer bus rides through the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne this summer.
Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra
(03) 9252 2300
rbg.vic.gov.au

Use coupon code EXPLORERBUS 
T&C: O� er available for online bookings 
for Explorer bus rides only. Not available at 
Cranbourne Gardens. Valid until 28 February 2023.

10% OFF ADMISSION

Ballarat Wildlife Park p 129
Receive 10% o�  admission.
250 Fussell Street, Ballarat
(03) 5333 5933
wildlifepark.com.au

T&C: Valid for adult, concession, children or family tickets.
Not valid on yearly passes, on public holidays, or with any 
other discounts. Valid until 28 February 2023.

FREE GLASS OF WINE

Rose Street Market p 101
Enjoy one glass of house wine with any pasta 
or risotto purchased.  
60 Rose Street, Fitzroy 
(03) 9419 5529
rosestmarket.com.au

Use coupon code: RSM2022/23
T&C: One voucher per customer per day.
Valid until 28 November 2023.

10% OFF 4 PARKS PASS

Phillip Island Nature Parks p 127
Includes entry to Penguin Parade (general viewing), 
Antarctic Journey, Churchill Island and Koala 
Conservation Reserve.  
1019 Ventnor Road, Summerlands. 
(03) 5951 2800  penguins.org.au
Use coupon code: OVG22C
T&C: Discount o� ered upon presentation of this coupon. 
Bookings recommended. Not valid on public holidays, 
public holiday long weekends or Victorian school holidays. 
Cannot be upgraded or used in conjunction with any 
other o� er. Valid until 28 February 2023.

Marnong Estate pgs 107 & 109
Receive 15% o�  Marnong Estate wine purchases in the 
Farm Shop or Cellar Door. Just 35 minutes from the CBD and 
15 minutes from the airport, we’re just on Melbourne’s doorstep.
2335 Mickleham Rd, Mickleham
(03) 9216 3300  marnongestate.com.au
Use coupon code: OVG22C
T&C: Only redeemable at Marnong Estate. Not valid 
for online orders. Valid until 28 November 2023.

15% OFF MARNONG ESTATE 
WINE PURCHASES

20% OFF UNLIMITED RIDE TICKETS

Luna Park pgs 91 & 105
Make lifelong memories and receive 20% o�  your Unlimited 
Ride Tickets for a full day of fun at Lune Park Melbourne.  
Lower Esplanade, St Kilda
(03) 9525 5033
lunapark.com.au

Use coupon code: VisitVic
T&C: Book tickets online. Maximum of 
4 Unlimited Rides Tickets per order. Not available 
on Family Passes. Check the website for opening 
hours. Valid until 28 February 2023.

20% OFF RIVER TOURS

Melbourne River Cruises pgs 35 & 39
Save 20% on Sightseeing and Williamstown cruises. 
Tea, co� ee and live commentary included. Departing 
from Southgate Berth 2 every 30 minutes.
Southgate Berth 2, Lower Promenade, Southbank
(03) 8610 2600
melbcruises.com.au

Use coupon code: MRC20
T&C: Valid only for adult and child tickets booked 
online. Cannot be redeemed with any other o� er. 
Valid until 28 February 2023.

10% OFF ANY WEEKDAY 
YARRA VALLEY ADULT FLIGHT

Global Ballooning p 117
Global Ballooning Australia has shared a sunrise 
with more than 120,000 people since 1992. 
globalballooning.com.au

Use coupon code: OVG10
T&C: Bookable for � ights Monday to Friday, excluding 
public holidays, Chinese New Year, or between 26/12/23 
and 7/1/2024. Not applicable in conjunction with any 
other o� er. Non-refundable. Valid until 28 February 2023, 
or for 12 months if � ights are cancelled due to weather.

15% OFF ADULT FERRY TICKETS

Port Phillip Ferries pgs  69 & 114
Enjoy wineries, seafood and the charm of Portarlington 
on the Bellarine Peninsula or the vibrant cultural city and 
attractive waterfront of Geelong.  
131 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands
(03) 9514 8959
portphillipferries.com.au

Use coupon code: OVGSpecial15
T&C: Not valid with any other o� er. 
Valid for one return only. Excludes public holidays. 
Valid until 30 June 2023.

50% OFF OPALS, PEARLS 
AND DIAMONDS

Johnston Jewellers p 83
50% o�  all regular prices of pearls, opals and 
diamond jewellery on the presentation of this voucher. 
100 Flinders Street, Melbourne
(03) 9650 7272
johnstonopals.com.au

T&C: O� er only available in-store. 
Excludes clearance goods. One coupon per person. 
Valid until 28 February 2023.

12% OFF ALL TOURS

Around and About Travel p 127
Get your family or a group of friends together for a private 
tour to explore Victoria. Experience some of the unique 
natural and historical attractions in your own backyard.  
Pick up from most of Melbourne’s city hotels and hostels. 
0414 637 072
aroundandabout.com.au

Use coupon code: OVG22C
T&C: This o� er is valid for online bookings. 
Valid for multiple uses. 
Valid until 28 February 2023.

Scan the QR code to  
get seasonal deals straight  

to your phone

145144

Seasonal Offers

https://bit.ly/3fgSQIe


DISCOVER  MORE!

From a twinkling city skyline to a captivating sunset 

across the bay, experience memorable views from 

some of Melbourne’s most iconic venues

THE NEXT GENERATION OF LUGGAGE

This guide uses paper from internationally 
certified sustainably managed forests and 
is printed at a plant that holds the ISO14001 
Environmental Management System certification.

Keep up to date with the latest events, 
attractions, activities, food and drink with the 
Melbourne and Victoria Official Guide online: 
visitvictoria.com/officialguide

Published by Visit Victoria
Victoria’s Tourism & Events Company
visitvictoria.com 

Get in touch with the team today: ovg@visitvictoria.com.au  
or find out more at corporate.visitvictoria.com/resources
To order guides contact ovgorders@visitvictoria.com.au

While every attempt has been made to ensure accurate information at the time of going to press, the publishers accept no responsibility for supplied 
information or omissions.

Melbourne Official Visitor Guide is supported and endorsed by the following organisations:

Coupons Ad - Ref Winter

Scan the QR code to 
access special deals 
and save to your 
phone.
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https://bit.ly/3D8JbM1
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