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Message from the Minister

Autumn is a beautiful time in Victoria and our events 
calendar is jam packed – it’s simply a great time to visit. 

Our natural scenery is on full display during autumn, 
whether you are in one of Melbourne’s famous parks, 
exploring the high country or driving through our 
pristine wine regions.  

From comedy shows to international sports events, live music or the best food 
and wine experiences in Australia – Victoria is the place to be.  

Victoria’s tourism offering is world-class and diverse, with something to 
entertain everyone. From the city to the country, we are ready to welcome 
visitors back to Victoria to share the best of what makes our state great. 

I hope you find plenty of inspiration in this guide and enjoy every moment 
during your time in Victoria.

Hon. Martin Pakula MP
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events
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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of Country throughout 
Melbourne and Victoria and recognise 
their continuing connection to land, 
waters and culture. We pay our respects 
to Elders past, present and emerging 
and ask that during your travels you 
respect these cultures, peoples and land.
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Enjoy Victoria

Autumn is here. And it’s 
the best time of year 
to feel the full force of 
Melbourne’s creativity 
or head out of the city 
where harvest time 
makes an adventure 
even sweeter. 

It’s one of the best times of the year. 
The days are still long but the weather 
is a little cooler, making autumn 
the perfect season for exploration. 
Whether you’re ready to embrace 
Melbourne’s creative side – theatre, 
events, world-class dining – or explore 
the regions, where harvest season 
is in full swing, there’s certain to be 
something to pique your interest.

Melbourne is Victoria’s vibrant 
heart, and autumn is brimming 
with events including Melbourne 
Food and Wine Festival, Formula 1® 
Heineken® Australian Grand Prix, 
Rip Curl Pro Bells Beach, and the 
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival, to name just a few. Whether 
your true love is fine food, theatre or 
a good laugh, you’ll find an array of 

Shopping in Cathedral Arcade Royal Botanic Gardens Ain Raadik

opportunities to enjoy yourself. Find 
an event in which the whole family 
can take part, or combine an evening 
performance with a late-night booking 
at one of Melbourne’s hottest bars.

Set off on an adventure to 
parts of Victoria you’ve 
never seen before, or join 
a guided tour and let 
someone else take care of 
the details.

This is a beautiful time of year, with 
many regions showing off their 
autumnal colours. Take a deep breath 
of fresh air and go hiking, cycling 

or kayaking. Visit a winery where 
vintage is due to begin. Pick apples or 
chestnuts and fill your esky with fresh 
produce from a farm gate.

I hope this guide inspires you to 
discover all the very best of Victoria. 
This season we celebrate the vision 
and work of multi-disciplinary 
Indigenous artist Lisa Waup. Over the 
following pages, she shares her story of 
belonging and connection to Country 
as she weaves her story using materials 
found in nature. 

Enjoy Victoria.

Brendan McClements
CEO Visit Victoria

Enjoy
Victoria  

Brendan McClements
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As visitors flock to  
Narrm for this year’s 
Melbourne Design Fair, 
artist Lisa Waup is 
redefining our connection 
to family, knowledge, 
culture and Country. 

Inside the heritage-listed Nicholas 
Building, Melbourne’s unofficial 
creative hub on the corner of 
Swanston Street and Flinders 
Lane, award-winning artist Lisa 
Waup is sipping a cup of tea. It’s an 
appropriate spot to chat about her 
exhibition for this year’s Melbourne 
Design Fair (16–20 March). 

“This new series builds from my 
research over the last three years,” 
Lisa says. “It’s a movement towards 
Country, back to ancestors and our 
community.”

Born in 1971, Lisa was separated from 
her First Peoples family at a young 
age. In her own words, she’s a “mixed 
bag” with rich cultural connections 
whose tactile exhibitions jump 
from fashion capsules and jewellery 
to sculpture and digital media. 
Since graduating from RMIT in the 
mid-nineties and recently finishing 
a masters degree at the VCA, she's 
become one of Australia’s pre-
eminent multi-disciplinary artists. 

This year, Lisa has presented a wide 
range of her work at Craft Victoria, 
including weaving, printmaking, 
found materials, sculpture and 
textiles. Craft is excited to showcase 
her new series of work – it's a 
celebration of Country and family 
and is one of this year's Design Fair 
standouts. We couldn't wait to take 
a peek.

Where in Victoria do you 
feel a strong sense of 
belonging?
I live and create on Bunurong Country, 
South East Victoria. We have beautiful 
bushlands near my house, which I 
find great solace in – my children 
have fondly named it ‘The Forest’. 
There’s also a creek that runs through 
it, which is a peaceful place to gather 
your thoughts. We’re fortunate 
to have such a variety of natural 
surroundings in Victoria.

How does your art reflect 
your connection to 
Narrm? 
Mostly through the use of natural 
materials found in Narrm. I'm forever 
collecting natural materials such 
as feathers, bull kelp and discarded 
objects. I feel these objects translate a 
connection to Country – especially the 
natural ones.

How do you channel 
Narrm’s diversity into 
your work? 
A huge strength of Narrm is the 
diversity of cultures that we have here. 
We’re a unique melting pot – from 
First Peoples’ culture and the arts to 
incredible cuisine that brings visitors 
from all over the world. I classify 
myself as a ‘mixed bag’. I’m a mixed-
cultural woman, multidisciplinary 
artist and curator. This background 
gives me lots of ways to express my 
connection to family, Country, history 
and story. 

Weaving materials, 
cultures, textures and 
ideas is a frequent theme 
in your work. What draws 
you to this technique?
Materiality is a huge part of my art 
practice, particularly for woven 
objects. For me, using natural 
materials brings me closer to Country. 
The woven objects I create are 
contemporary yet steeped in story. 
I love how this medium enables me to 
express this part of my life. Countless 
times I’ve finished a piece and 
wondered how I created it. It’s hard 
to explain, really. But I often feel I’m 
being guided in the creation. There’s a 
story there that needs to be released.

The Story That
Needs to be Told

Lisa Waup

“While my hands are doing the work I am telling the story.  
I am just a vehicle for the story that needs to be told.”

Shared Culture. 
Feathers, kelp, thread.

Photography Rob Blackburn

Lisa Waup

Nicholas Building
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Do you have a favourite 
medium to work in? 
When I think back to what I first 
created as a child, it always involved 
paper. Paper will always be my first 
love, and I’ve gravitated back to it over 
the years. Whether it’s print-based 
works (etching, screen printing, 
monoprints, digital, photography) 
or drawing, for me, paper is a place 
to escape into a world of my own 
creation. For the last year, I’ve totally 
focused on experimental printmaking 
techniques. Having said that, I’m 
always weaving something too! 

Melbourne Design Fair (16–20 
March) is the brainchild of the 
NGV Department of Contemporary 
Design and Architecture, 
delivered in collaboration with the 
Melbourne Art Foundation. Craft 
Victoria will be presenting Lisa's 
newest work at the fair this year. 
Visitors can also explore some of 
her work at Craft gallery in Watson 
Place, Narrm. Entry is free.

 + @lisa.waup
 + craft.org.au
 + nicholasbuilding.org.au

Lisa’s top six 
galleries
1 The Ian Potter Centre:  
NGV Australia

 + ngv.melbourne

2 Buxton Contemporary
 + buxtoncontemporary.com

3 Koorie Heritage Trust
 + koorieheritagetrust.com.au

4 Blak Dot Gallery
 + blakdot.com.au

5 Mornington Peninsula  
Regional Gallery

 + mprg.mornpen.vic.gov.au

6 Craft
 + craft.org.au

Keeping Culture 3/7.  
Clay, parrot feathers, thread. 

The Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia

Blak Dot Gallery

Craft H Trumble

"The woven objects I 
create are contemporary 
yet steeped in story – I 
love how this medium 
enables me to express 
this part of my life."
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March
3–12 Mar
PayPal Melbourne 
Fashion Festival
Various locations

 + melbournefashionfestival.com.au

From 10 Mar
Queer: Stories From  
the NGV Collection
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne

11–14 Mar
Moomba Festival 
Alexandra Gardens 

 + moomba.melbourne.vic.gov.au

From 12 Mar
Triceratops: Fate of  
the Dinosaurs
Melbourne Museum

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

From 16 Mar 
HAMILTON
Her Majesty’s Theatre

 + hamiltonmusical.com.au

From 16 Mar
2022 AFL Premiership 
Season
Various locations 

 + afl.com.au

17–27 Mar
Melbourne Design Week
Various locations

 + designweek.melbourne

From 19 Mar
2022 Bendigo 
International Collection – 
Elvis: Direct from 
Graceland
Bendigo Art Gallery

 + bendigoartgallery.com.au

25 Mar – 9 Apr
Melbourne Food & Wine 
Festival
Various locations 

 + melbournefoodandwine.com.au

30 Mar – 24 Apr 
Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival
Various locations

 + comedyfestival.com.au

30 Mar – 3 Apr 
Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Show
Royal Exhibition Building  
& Carlton Gardens

 + melbflowershow.com.au

April
7–10 Apr
Formula 1® Heineken® 
Australian Grand Prix 
Albert Park 

 + grandprix.com.au

10–20 Apr
Rip Curl Pro 
Bells Beach, Torquay

 + worldsurfleague.com/events

May
9–15 May
Melbourne Knowledge 
Week
Various locations

 + mkw.melbourne.vic.gov.au

From May
Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child
(reimagined one-part performances)
Princess Theatre

 + harrypottertheplay.com

Coming Soon 
1–12 Jun
RISING
Various locations 

 + rising.melbourne

On Now 
On now
Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child
Princess Theatre

 + harrypottertheplay.com

On now
THE LUME Melbourne
Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre

 + thelume.com

Until late Mar
2022 AFL Women’s Season
Various locations

 + womens.afl

Until 22 Apr
NGV Friday Nights
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne

Until 25 Apr
Gabrielle Chanel. 
Fashion Manifesto
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne

Until Apr
Live at the Bowl
Sidney Myer Music Bowl

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Until 29 Apr
Moulin Rouge! The Musical
Regent Theatre

 + moulinrougemusical.com

Until 12 Jun
RISING: A Miracle 
Constantly Repeated by 
Patricia Piccinini 
Flinders Street Station Ballroom

 + rising.melbourne

What's On

Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show
Royal Exhibition Building & Carlton Gardens

What’s On

 For more events in Melbourne
+ visitvictoria.com/events
+ whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au
Events may change. Check online before visiting.
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Footy’s Back
The cold weather does nothing to dampen the spirits of 
Victoria's rabid football fans. With average matches in 
Melbourne sometimes attracting an almost capacity crowd 
of vocal, yet peaceful, supporters, this is not an experience 
to be missed.Time a holiday to Melbourne to coincide with 
your home team's visit, or if you're coming from overseas 
- choose a team, buy a scarf and join with all the other 
screaming fans. 

The 2022 Toyota AFL Premiership season returns 
on 16 March with a festival of footy that will bring 

entertainment, food and good times to the MCG. That may 
be a Wednesday, but it won’t stop the supporters of the 
Melbourne Demons and Western Bulldogs from heading 
to the MCG for this grand final rematch. It’s the first game 
of the 23-round home-and-away season that will see epic 
marks, cracking goals and close results keep the fans of 18 
clubs entertained and excited for months. Both the MCG 
and Marvel Stadium host games in Melbourne, so wrap 
yourself in your team scarf, get your footy mates together 
and get ready to cheer long and loud.

 + afl.com.au

Big Wave Action
Tell the Easter Bunny to meet you at Bells Beach. For its 
59th year, the Rip Curl Pro (10–20 April) will open the 
Australian leg of the World Surf League Championship 
Tour in a competition that spans the Easter weekend. Take 
your spot on the famous sand and check out the world’s 
best surfers as they compete on the big Southern Ocean 
swell, each one hoping to be able to ring the bell on the 
coveted trophy.

 + worldsurfleague.com/events

The Story of America
You’d have to go back a long way to find a theatre event 
that has been spoken about more than HAMILTON (from 
15 March). Lin-Manuel Miranda has taken the story of 
American founding father, Alexander Hamilton, and given 
it a contemporary makeover with a score that blends hip-
hop, jazz and R&B. It’s won a huge amount of awards and 
is sure to inspire Her Majesty’s Theatre audiences just as it 
has everywhere else in the world.

 + hamiltonmusical.com.au

The Big Gig
Get ready to dance like no one’s watching as the Sidney 
Myer Music Bowl hosts Live At the Bowl (until April). 
And while some of the biggest homegrown acts and 
international performers – Flight Facilities, Hoodoo Gurus, 
and Crowded House – will appear, there’ll also be dance 
parties and an all-ages event to wind up the season. Pack 
a picnic then find a spot on the grass to watch the sun go 
down and the stage light up.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Toyota AFL Premiership Michael Willson/AFL Media

Rip Curl Pro Matt Dunbar

Live At the Bowl

HAMILTON Daniel Boud

Mark Your Calendar

Make a Date
’Tis the season to consult your diary then 
book tickets for Victoria’s amazing array of 
events. The festival of autumn has arrived. 
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Don’t just watch the 2022 
Formula 1® Heineken® 
Australian Grand Prix. 
Live it.

Crowds will once again gather for 
Australia’s biggest international 
motorsport event. And, just like in the 
past, there’ll be action on the track and 
plenty to enjoy off it at the Formula 1® 
Heineken® Australian Grand Prix 
(7–10 April). 

Year of Firsts
Get excited because this is Daniel 
Ricciardo’s inaugural race in Australia 

with McLaren and also the year 
British driver George Russell debuts 
with Mercedes. Expect the driving to 
be more entertaining too. Not only 
will the newly designed and more 
aerodynamic F1 cars be unleashed, 
but seven corners on the Albert Park 
circuit have also been modified, with 
two removed entirely, allowing for 
faster more competitive racing.

Celebrating Victoria
In the fan zones, experience the best 
of this great state, with precincts 
bringing to life five much-loved areas: 
Melbourne, Phillip Island, Yarra Valley, 

Grampians and the Great Ocean 
Road. Each will reflect the best of that 
region, from excellent winemaking to 
family fun.

Get Ready
It’s time to LIVE FAST. Get your 
tickets for the 2022 Formula 1® 
Heineken® Australian Grand Prix 
and immerse yourself in the greatest 
live motor racing  and entertainment 
event in Australia. 

Purchase tickets today. 
 + grandprix.com.au

Start Your Engines

Formula 1® Heineken® Australian Grand Prix
  Andy Hone/Motorsport Images 
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The greater good is a 
concept that’s been 
at the front of many 
minds for the past 
couple of years, and 

now Australian and international 
designers are responding to that 
for Melbourne Design Week (17–27 
March). In a series of exhibitions, 
talks, films and workshops taking 
place across Melbourne and parts 
of regional Victoria – Ballarat, 
Castlemaine and East Gippsland – 
industry practitioners will explore the 
theme ‘Design the world you want’.

All Around Us
Design affects us every day, and many 
of the exhibitions will explore that 
idea. At RMIT Design Archive, Post-
Digital Objects examines the future 
of digital data, memory and health 
through the disciplines of jewellery, 
electronics, ceramics and textiles. 
Cult Design hosts The Chairity Project 
2022, with 20 designers reinterpreting 
classic chairs that will be exhibited 
then auctioned for charity. It’s not 
the only showroom taking part, with 
Spence & Lyda, District and Halcyon 
Lake also curating exhibitions.

Repurpose, Reuse, Recycle
In a world with finite resources, 
finding ways to rework what has 
already served a purpose has become 
a priority for many designers. Craft 
presents Alternative Provisions, 

featuring exhibitors who ‘foraged’ 
before exploring the use and reuse 
of unexpected and under-utilised 
materials. At a Collingwood 
warehouse due for demolition, 
Revival Projects and Grimshaw will 
host the world’s first free repurposing 
hub, showing how the design 
industry and individuals can push the 
boundaries of reusing materials.

First Nations Practice
See contemporary work by Victorian 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders at the Koorie Heritage 
Trust’s Blak Jewellery – Finding Past 
Linking Present. Agency Projects 
will host a series of breakfast talks at 
Collingwood Yards by First Nations 
practitioners reflecting on traditional 
and ongoing design practices 
integral to community, sustainability 
and Country.

By the Book
One of the most popular design week 
events is back, with the NGV Great 
Hall hosting the Melbourne Art Book 
Fair. Linger over books, magazines, 
zines and art prints from more than 
90 publishers. There will also be 
pop-up poetry performances, book 
launches and an exhibition of texts 
annotated by artists including Marina 
Abramovic and Hans Ulrich Obrist.

 + designweek.melbourne

Design 
with a 
Difference

MPavilion Anthony Richardson

Cult Design, The Chairity Project 

Explore how designers 
would like the world to 
be and how they would 
change it for the 
better at Melbourne 
Design Week.
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NOW SHOWING
ONLY IN MELBOURNE

NATIONAL GALLERY OF VICTORIA

Ready to giggle hysterically? Slap 
your thighs? Smile till your face hurts? 
No problem, because the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival is back.

Let’s face it, everyone could use a good laugh right about 
now. Thank goodness the funniest folks from here and 
overseas are gathering their best material for the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival (30 March – 24 April).

Local Humour
Everyone’s favourite comedians from Australia have been 
polishing new shows. Some are performers most will already 
know and love – Carl Barron, Nazeem Hussain, Sammy J, 
Becky Lucas, Andy Saunders, Judith Lucy and Denise Scott – 
while others, like Kirsty Webeck, Michelle Brasier, Lizzy Hoo, 
Nikki Britton and Sami Shah, are rising stars.

Far From Home
This year’s Comedy Festival sees the return of international 
artists. Get in quick because tickets to shows from the likes 
Stephen K Amos, Arj Barker, Urzila Carlson, Flo & Joan, 
Mark Watson and Phil Wang are sure to be snapped up.
.
Fun For Everyone
The festival kicks off with the much-loved Gala, which 
supports Oxfam, but there are plenty of other ways to 
catch comedy’s biggest stars. The whole family will enjoy 
the (Very) Big Laugh Out. This free, outdoor program 
delivers the best stand-up, physical and musical comedy 
especially crafted for outdoor stages in a huge, free 
program across weekends and the school holidays.

 + comedyfestival.com.au

Laugh Out Loud
Melanie Bracewell

 Jim Lee/Melbourne International Comedy Festival
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Autumn is a wonderful 
time in Melbourne. The 
sunshine turns golden and 
the foliage follows. As the 
heat subsides, we stride 
headlong into a brilliant 
season of events in the 
City of Melbourne. Here 
are some of my favourite 
ways to love Melbourne 
right now.

Outdoor experiences
Explore our laneways for street art or 
find new rooftop bars, such as Sojourn 
or Fable, under clear cool skies. Make 
the most of outdoor dining. Pick a new 
favourite barista then go in search of the 
arid oasis in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
or stroll through our many parks.

Galleries and museums
Get an eyeful of the latest blockbuster 
exhibition, or navigate the universe 

of screen culture at ACMI. Find gems 
at small galleries throughout the city, 
delve into our multicultural past at 
the Immigration Museum, and learn 
about first peoples at the Bunjilaka 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre.

Family-friendly activities
Families can make lasting memories 
during a day in the city. Expend 
some energy in our nature-based 
playgrounds or plan a session at 
ArtPlay. Stop for treats at a kid-
friendly riverside restaurant, or spend 
hours in Readings Kids bookshop.

Staycations and 
showtime
Take a break from the everyday with 
a European-style experience at one of 
our many luxe city hotels. A staycation 
is perfect for a weekend of dining, tours 
and theatre epics like HAMILTON and 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.

This is your local
Our neighbourhoods have it all in 
autumn. Hear the roar of the crowd 
at the MCG. See a play in Southbank. 
Catch a gig in North Melbourne. Dine 
on the waterfront in Docklands. Have 
a cinematic moment on Lygon Street.

Love our laneways
A change of season calls for a fresh 
look, and our laneways are full of indie 
fashion retailers who can add layers of 
Melbourne loveliness to your already 
impeccable style. Or step through a 
secret door and into a hidden bar, and 
sample all the delicious dishes at new 
and classic eateries.

Sally Capp
Lord Mayor

ArtPlay

Sojourn

Love
Melbourne 
Autumn

Melbourne City

Sally Capp

2322

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
M

e
lb

o
u

rn
e

 C
ity

22



Meyers Place
Once home to the eponymous bar 
that launched Melbourne’s laneway 
revolution, is now one of four 
thoroughfares transformed by the 
Green Your Laneway program. Here 
you can find a Mike Makatron mural, 
resembling a beautiful urban jungle. 
While you’re there, check out some of 
these hidden secrets. 

Pizza Pizza Pizza 
This takeaway joint offers far more 
than what meets the eye. Venture 
further than the standing-room-only 
entrance and you'll find a secret dining 
room behind the pizza warmers. Settle 
in at the plush booths and order giant 
slices of classic NYC-style pie. Wash 
down that triple cheese with a drinks 
list that ranges from Pabst Blue Ribbon 
to pineapple daiquiris.

 + pizzapizzapizza.com.au

The Waiters Restaurant
This hard-to-find, long-standing gem 
offers a quintessentially Melbourne 
experience. Since starting out in 1947 
as a social club for Italian immigrants 
working in the hospitality industry, 
this place has seen a lot of change but 
the menu has remained the same. 
The room is rustic, the food is simple 
but delicious, and it's open until late.

 + 20 Meyers Place

Loop Roof
You'll find this award-winning bar 
three floors above Loop Project Space 
& Bar. The rooftop garden spaces 
come with the requisite stunning 
panoramic, open-to-the-sky views 
and a superb array of tap beers, craft 
cans, cracking local wines, tasty 
snacks and inventive cocktails. An 
eye-catching vertical garden climbs 
up from Loop on the ground floor to 
the rooftop floors above.

 + looprooftopbar.com.au

Pizza Pizza Pizza

Landmarks &
Laneways 

They’re some of the city’s favourites, 
but there are times when we forget to 
appreciate them. Now’s the time to change 
all that and become a tourist at home.

Meyers Place Emily Godfrey

Landmarks & Laneways
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Spotlight on Hardware 
Lane and surrounds

Venture over to Hardware Lane for 
live music and outdoor dining at  
1  The Hardware Club or 2  Amigos 

then wash it down with an ice-cream 
from 3  Piccolina.  

Head east down Little Bourke Street 
to find piano bar 4  Murmur in 
Warburton Lane. 

Then on to Whitehart Lane for a 
cocktail at shipping container bar and 
rooftop 5  Whitehart. 

Beloved Melbourne artist Mirka Mora 
once had a studio in Rankins Lane, 
where balconies now overflow with 
greenery. Stop for coffee and bagels at 
6  Manchester Press.

 + thehardwareclub.com
 + amigoshardwarelane.com.au
 + piccolinagelateria.com.au
 + murmur.com.au
 + whitehartbar.com.au
 + facebook.com/manchesterpress

Discover 
Melbourne’s  
Laneways 

Laneways Map

4 6

52
3
1

Click here to 
discover more  
hidden gems
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See the city alive with a 
series of interactive and 
immersive experiences 
from ground floor all the 
way up to level 88.

SKYDECK > VOYAGER THEATRE 
EDGE > PLANK > BAR 88

MELBOURNE  
ON ANOTHER 
LEVEL

The city’s tallest 
attraction has gone to 
another level. Say hello 
to the new Melbourne 
Skydeck.

It’s long had the best view in town, 
but with a multi-million-dollar 
makeover the Melbourne Skydeck 
(formerly  Eureka Skydeck) is an even 
better way to discover the city from a 
dizzying height.

Sound and Vision
The Melbourne Skydeck Voyager 
Theatre is the largest virtual-reality 
experience of its kind in the world, 

with visitors whisked through 16 
incredible Melbourne experiences. 
As well as breathtaking scenery, it 
includes sound, movement, aroma 
and a soundtrack by members 
of The Cat Empire. There’s also 
an augmented reality 1:1100 3D 
model showcasing eight periods of 
Melbourne’s development.

Hooked on Classics
You can still enjoy Skydeck’s major 
attractions – that view from 300 
metres above the city, for a start. 
But the Edge, a transparent cube 
suspended above the street, and the 
Plank, a virtual reality experience 

that includes a thrilling zipline ride, 
are excellent ways to satisfy the thrill 
seeker within.

The Glass is Raised
Done with adventure? Then take a 
window-ledge seat at Bar 88. Toast 
good times with bubbles from 
Champagne Bollinger or order wines, 
beers, cocktails and spirits, along with 
bar snacks and nibbles. It’s the perfect 
place to watch the sun set.

 + melbourneskydeck.com.au

Melbourne Skydeck Voyager VR Experience Aim High
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Aboriginal
Victoria

1 Learn about the significance of 
Birrarung (Yarra River) and how 
certain native plants are used for 
food, medicine and fabrication on the 
Aboriginal Heritage Walk at Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

 + rbg.vic.gov.au

2 One of the largest and most 
important collections of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander art and 
artefacts can be explored at The Ian 
Potter Centre: NGV Australia. Bark 
Ladies: Eleven Artists From Yirrkala is 
also on show  at NGV International 
until 25 April.

 + ngv.melbourne

3 It was a place where Aboriginal 
curriculum was taught across the 
entire school. See Fight For Survival, 
an exhibition that tells the story of 
community action to save Northland 
Secondary College, at Bunjilaka 
Cultural Centre.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

5 It’s a keeping place for Victoria’s 
Indigenous culture, and visitors to 
the Koorie Heritage Trust can explore 
its galleries and join a guided walk 
along Birrarung.

 + koorieheritagetrust.com.au

4 Chef Nornie Bero brings the taste 
of the Torres Strait to Fed Square 
at her restaurant Big Esso. Native 
ingredients and dishes from Nornie’s 
childhood make up the menu.

 + mabumabu.com.au

6 Hear the whispers and songs of 
the Wurundjeri people when you 
download the app and map for the 
self-guided Billibellary’s Walk. 
The narrative offers an Indigenous 
perspective of the land on which the 
University of Melbourne’s Parkville 
campus stands.

 + murrupbarak.unimelb.edu.au

7 Birrarung means river of mists, and 
Marr means side. Now Birrarung 
Marr is a park on the northern 
banks of the Yarra, where visitors 
can observe the Birrarung Wilam art 
installation.

 + melbourne.vic.gov.au
 
8 He was the last ngurungaeta 
(Elder) of the Wurundjeri-wilam 
clan, and William Barak’s portrait 
can now be seen on the side of ARM 
Architecture’s 32-storey Barak 
Building in Swanston Square.

 + armarchitecture.com.au

Check out these eight 
activities and attractions, 
including guided 
walks, art and museum 
displays, to enhance your 
understanding of the 
oldest culture on Earth. Bark Ladies: Eleven Artists From Yirrkala Jesse Hisco

Narrm (Melbourne) is 
the land of people of the 
Kulin Nation and has 
been for the past 40,000 
years. It is a place with a 
diverse Blak culture, one 
that is both ancient and 
contemporary. 

Big Esso Jesse Hisco

Aboriginal Victoria
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At the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Jakobi leads 
visitors through a part of 
Melbourne that continues 
to have a significant 
cultural value to its 
Traditional Owners. 

Nearly every day at 11am, guests 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne gather to join the 
Aboriginal Heritage Walk, an 
exploration of the thriving culture 
and rich history of the First Peoples. 
Jakobi is the Aboriginal Programs 
Facilitator and often leads the tours, 
bringing visitors into a world they 
may not know a lot about.

“Not many people are aware that the 
Birrarung (Yarra River) once carved 
its way through the gardens,” he 
says. “This was before the river was 
straightened and widened to prevent 
natural seasonal flooding in the early 
twentieth century.”

Long before sport was played nearby 
on the MCG or varying landscapes 
were created in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, this was a significant place 
for people of the Woiwurrung and 
Boonwurrung nations.

Jakobi 

Jakobi Artra Sartracom
Aboriginal Heritage Walk, 

 Royal Botanic Gardens Artra Sartracom

“The Aboriginal Heritage 
Walk is a raw and 
honest experience that 
challenges the common 
perspective with an 
alternative Indigenous 
perspective.”

“This whole area was where 
thousands of people gathered 
together for ceremony, for trade, 
celebration and to hold inter-nation/
clan business,” Jakobi continues. 

“It is a landscape that provided for 
such a large gathering of people, all in 
one place at one time. The land and 
the river was, and still is, bountiful, 
with an abundance of food, fresh 
water and resources for homes, tools, 
canoes and weaving.”

As he and his guests walk around the 
gardens, Jakobi explains the cultural 
value of this traditional meeting 
place. He also points out native plants 
and their uses.

“Of the 60,000 plants within the 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, just 

under half of them are natives,” he 
says. “All our flora is unique. They are 
resilient and have formed adaptations 
to dry and hot landscapes. There 
are medicinal plants with cleansing 
aromas and there are culinary plants 
with amazing flavours. Plants don’t 
just have a single use – there might be 
food, utility, medicinal and fibre craft 
uses all in the one plant.”

Most visitors, he says, are surprised 
by what they discover on one of 
his tours. “It’s a raw and honest 
experience that challenges the 
common perspective with an 
alternative Indigenous perspective,” 
Jakobi explains. “A perspective of our 
shared history, of our shared future 
and of the landscape.” 

 + rbg.vic.gov.au

Jakobi
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Botanical Brilliance
Geelong’s Anther Distillery has 
teamed up with the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria (RBGV) to create 
Florescence. While juniper is always 
at the heart of gin, this collaboration 
also uses botanicals collected from 
RBGV’s two locations: Melbourne and 
Cranbourne. “It meant we had a whole 
library of potential ingredients at our 
fingertips and access to scientists and 
botanists with an educated hunch 
about what might work,” says Anther 
co-founder Dervilla McGowan, whose 
team has made a gin using native 
plants like alpine pepper, violet 
kunzea and alpine baeckea. 

 + anther.com.au

Take It Higher
Tucked away from the bustle of 
Swanston Street is the stylish rooftop 
bar at Dom’s Social Club. Peer onto 
Lonsdale Street from Bomba Rooftop, 
where Spanish flavours influence the 
bar snacks and the drinks list. Fable, 
13 floors above the city, is the newest 
rooftop venue in town. Excellent 
signature cocktails are inspired by 
Europe (there are also alcohol-free 
versions for the designated drivers), as 
are the share plates on the menu.

 + domssocial.club
 + bombabar.com.au
 + fablemelbourne.com.au

New in Town 
The MoVida team is back with home-
style Mexican cantina, Tres a Cinco. 
Tuck into tacos filled with pulled pork, 
asada beef or fried cauliflower and 
wash them down with one of the eight 
margaritas on the list. Yes, there’s sushi 
and sashimi on the menu, but the stars 
at funky Japanese eatery Robata are 
the grilled skewers of chicken, pork, 
prawns or wagyu. It’s all about cooking 
over an open flame at Nomad, where 
Victorian produce is served in dishes 
inspired by Spain, Morocco and the 
Middle East.

 + tresacinco.com.au
 + robata.com.au
 + nomad.melbourne

Fable Nicole Cleary

Eat & Drink

Tres a Cinco

No trip to the city is 
complete until you’ve 
savoured the offerings 
from Melbourne’s 
incredible kitchens.  
From an epic brunch to 
late-night snacks, you’ll 
leave satisfied.

Eat & Drink
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MFWF’s New Digs
This year the festival is on the move, 
going large at the much-loved Queen 
Victoria Market. Stop by for free events, 
including Snacktown, an edit of the 
city’s best street food in one place, and 
an Italian pasta party called The Big 
Spaghetti. It will also host New Crush, 
an event celebrating the best selection 
of new drinks from across Victoria.

You Bet It’s Long
Everyone’s favourite event is here 
for another year. Attica chef Ben 
Shewry is overseeing this year’s 
World’s Longest Lunch, where an 
expected 1,800 diners will descend 
on Treasury Gardens for a taste 
of one of the world's top rated 
restaurants. And lunch has an early-
rising friend, with the new World’s 
Longest Brunch offering guests the 
city’s finest contemporary Middle 
Eastern flavours. 

Citywide Sensation
There’s plenty more, too. Crawl 
and Bite sees diners walking 
between three venues to discover 
the unique flavours of Melbourne's 
neighbourhoods. Celebrate the Friday 
long lunch, with some of the best 
restaurants in town hosting High 
Steaks. Plus, catch big international 
names teaming up with locals in the 
Signature Chef Series.

 + melbournefoodandwine.com.au

The Melbourne Food & 
Wine Festival is back and 
better than ever. Plus, it’s 
now got a new home.

Get ready to discover – or perhaps 
rediscover – the best of the city’s 
dining at the Melbourne Food & 
Wine Festival (25 March – 9 April). 
From a Japanese-style convenience 
store stocking the best of Victoria to 
a pasta-fuelled street party, it’s the 
tastiest event of the year.

Full of 
Flavour

Convenient Store Jana Langhorst

World’s Longest LunchHigh Steaks Josh Robenstone
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Lona Misa

Salted Egg

son-in-law eggs, blue-eye jungle curry 
– but the stand-out favourite is the 
DIY duck spring rolls. Bring a crowd 
so you can order big. 

 + saltedeggmelbourne.com.au

Celebrate the Garden
Lona Misa in South Yarra’s Ovolo 
hotel is plant-based all the way, with 
a mostly vegan menu, occasionally 
made vegetarian with the use of 
cheese. Overseen by chefs Shannon 
Martinez and Ian Curley, it’s big on 
flavour and Latin influences. Order 
the tasting menu or choose from 
dishes like oyster mushroom ceviche 
and chile relleno.

 + ovolohotels.com

Innovative Asian
While Mövenpick Melbourne on 
Spencer might be getting attention 
for its daily chocolate hour, the city’s 
foodies have been booking tables at 
Miss Mi. Borneo-born chef Esca Khoo 
is delivering a menu of innovative 
South-East Asian flavours. Drawing 
on his heritage and time working 
at Dinner by Heston and Noma’s 
Sydney pop-up, he offers a kangaroo 
skewer glazed with Vegemite, Khmer 
chicken salad and batar da’an, an East 
Timorese vegetable stew, although the 
menu will change regularly. 

 + missmimelbourne.com.au

Once frequented soley by 
business travellers, new 
hotel dining rooms are 
shining stars in their own 
right. And you don’t have 
to stay the night.

Over the past two years, Melbourne 
has seen a boom in rooms. New hotels 
have opened across the city, offering 
up a plethora of stylish digs should the 
urge to staycation hit. But for those 
who aren’t keen on a sleepover, their 
arrival has been accompanied by a 
rethink of the classic dining room. 
Gone are the ‘please everyone’ menus 
to be replaced by innovative fare 
served up in stylish settings. Oh, and 
if you have too good a night, you can 
always book a room.

Dynamic Duo
Sophisticated Next Hotel Melbourne 
debuted last year, bringing together 
chefs Danny Natoli and Adrian Li, 
who oversee stylish La Madonna, 
on the third floor. Together they 
celebrate the finest local produce in a 
menu that honours their Italian and 
Asian heritages. Start with salt and 
vinegar zucchini flowers and move to 
compressed tomato with stracciatella, 
basil and yuzu kosho. 

 + nexthotelmelbourne.com

South-East Sensation
The Quincy hotel brand hails from 
Singapore, so it should come as no 
surprise that its restaurant, Salted 
Egg, draws on the flavours of South-
East Asia. The menu is packed with 
crowd-pleasers – prawn shu mai, 

Hotel Dining’s 
New Groove

The Tea Rooms 
1892
Located in the Block Arcade, 
The Tea Rooms 1892 is home 
to the original Hopetoun 
Tearooms. Indulge in a truly 
unique experience, from the 
historic settings to the delectable 
selection of savouries and sweets. 
Book your high tea online. 

Open: Mon – Fri 8am to 5.30pm, 
Sat – Sun 9am to 5.30pm

Shops 1 & 2, The Block Arcade, 
280 Collins St, Melbourne
w thetearooms1892.com.au   
Find us on:     
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Footy’s Back
The first bounce is almost here, and 
you can see it at The Pub, where all the 
major footy action comes alive on the 
big screen this season or in your own 
private booth. If you’re heading to the 
MCG or Marvel, stop by before or after 
the game to catch up with friends or to 
celebrate your team’s win. 

Treat Her Right
With Mother’s Day (8 May) on its way, 
prepare to spoil the most important 
woman in your life. Shop for a present 
she’ll treasure at luxe retailers like 
Louis Vuitton or Salvatore Ferragamo 
and book dinner at Bistro Guillaume, 
Nobu or one of the other world-class 
restaurants. Or, why not treat her to 
the lavish indulgence of afternoon tea 
at Conservatory. 

Family Fun
Gather the family together and catch 
the latest movie at Village Cinemas 
or have a play of tenpin or laser tag 
at Kingpin. There’s also plenty of 
performances coming up at The 
Palms, including Jimeoin Live (1–23 
April) and Anthony Callea (6–8 May).

 + crownmelbourne.com.au

Live a  
Little Finer
This autumn, head 
to Crown Melbourne, 
your one-stop venue 
for entertainment.
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Tweens and Teens
Catch the latest blockbuster at 
Village Cinemas Crown then head 
up, up, up to Melbourne Skydeck 
for a bird’s-eye view over the city. 
Set 300 metres off the ground, the 
Skydeck features a transparent glass 
floor (those with a fear of heights 
should probably sit this one out). 
When the sun goes down, swing by 
Zero Latency in North Melbourne to 
fight zombie hordes in the latest free-
range virtual reality adventure. 

 + villagecinemas.com.au
 + melbourneskydeck.com.au
 + zerolatencyvr.com

Love Learning
They’ll have a great time while 
learning all about different careers 
at DreamCity, where science, 

technology, engineering, art and 
maths come together. Kids aged 
between five and 12 can take on 
a career – pilot, surgeon, sports 
scientist, podcaster, robotics engineer 
– and discover what their futures 
might hold. Check out Ned Kelly’s 
armour and learn more about the 
development of our state at  State 
Library Victoria’s  The Changing Face 
of Victoria exhibition. 

 + dreamcity.com.au 
 + slv.vic.gov.au

Always a Favourite
NGV International has plenty 
for the kids this year, including 
pond[er], a bright pink body of 
water reminiscent of Victoria’s 
inland salt lakes. It’s the latest NGV 
Architecture Commission, and, yep, 

you can paddle in it. There’s also 
an animated exhibition, The Gecko 
and The Mermaid (until 25 April), 
from award-winning Indigenous 
artist, Ms. N. Yunupiŋu and her sister 
Eunice Djerrkŋu Yunupiŋu.

 + ngv.melbourne 

Animal Adventures
Get a look behind the scenes with an 
overnight stay at Melbourne Zoo or 
Werribee Open Range Zoo. Guests 
can bunk down in special ‘camps’ and 
join keepers on tours as they feed and 
tend the animals. You can also avoid 
the crowds by joining a scheduled 
animal encounter. 

 + zoo.org.au

Family Fun

pond[er] at NGV International Derek Swalwell

Zero Latency

Use the autumn months 
to discover all that’s new 
around town. There’s 
plenty for the whole 
family to enjoy.  

Family 
Fun
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Your museum  
of screen culture

Fed Square, Melbourne
Open daily, free entry
Still image from John Harvey’s Canopy (2020), a multi-channel installation  
commissioned by ACMI. Courtesy of Brown Cabs, SBS Australia & Film Victoria.

It’s temperamental at best, 
so you need some reliable 
indoor options to keep the 
family entertained when 
Melbourne’s weather turns.

There's plenty to choose from, 
including a prehistoric exhibition, 
vintage video games (if you call 
1991 ‘vintage’) and a walk through 
Australia's sporting history. Pack an 
umbrella and book your tickets pronto.

Play It Again
New to ACMI is Vintage 
Videogames, a fully interactive 
exhibition featuring some old-
school classics. But forget Pacman 
or Galaga – ACMI has preserved 
six vintage games made right 
here in Australia, including the 
cult favourite, Aussie Rules Footy, 
developed way back in 1991.

 + acmi.net.au

A Day at the Museum
There’s plenty on offer at Melbourne 
Museum, but be sure to check out 
Mini Mega Model Museum, an 
exhibition where perspective is 
challenged. What is normally tiny, 
like a mosquito, is enormous, and 
the big – the Colosseum, for example 
– becomes tiny. Teens will enjoy 
Becoming You: an incomplete guide at 
the Immigration Museum. It presents 
71 coming-of-age stories from 
prominent Australians, including 
Senator Lidia Thorpe, AFL player 
Jason Johannisen, drag queen Karen 
from Finance and many more.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Sporting Match
At the Australian Sports Museum, 
exhibitions cover the history of the 
nation’s sporting achievements, with 
artefacts, memorabilia and facts 
about our greatest stars and favourite 
games, including Australian football, 
cricket and the Olympics. At Game 
On!, you can even test your skills 
against those of favourite athletes.

 + australiansportsmuseum.org.au

Check out Melbourne's 
Neighbourhoods on page 76 for 
more family fun activities.

No Matter 
the 
Weather
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A near-complete and 
almost perfectly preserved 
67-milion-year-old fossil, 
named Horridus the 
Triceratops, is now on 
display at Melbourne 
Museum.

In 2014, on his property in the US 
state of Montana, Craig Pfister made 
an outstanding discovery. Protruding 
from a sandstone slope were fossilised 

bones. Experts were called in to 
investigate and what they found is 
one of the most globally significant 
dinosaur discoveries of all time. 

One Long History
Encased in rock was the fossilised 
skeleton of an adult Triceratops 
horridus, a dinosaur that lived in 
the Late Cretaceous period right 
up until the point where Earth was 
hit by an asteroid causing global 

mass extinction. The skeleton was 
transported to Canada to be excavated 
from the sandstone, which is where 
experts from Melbourne Museum 
first saw it.

We Like Big Bones
Of course, Triceratops, with its huge 
neck frill and three horns, is one of the 
most recognisable prehistoric species. 
This particular skeleton includes the 
skull, which weighs 261 kilograms. 

In fact, 85 per cent of the skeleton – a 
total of 266 bones – was recovered and 
has been reassembled at Melbourne 
Museum. It is seven metres long, two 
metres high and weighs more than a 
thousand kilograms.

Cretaceous on Display
Horridus will be part of Triceratops: 
Fate of the Dinosaurs, a new 
exhibition that will immerse visitors 
in the amazing story of this creature 

and the fragility and resilience of life. 
But it’s not only the general public 
who will be awed by the skeleton – 
scientists from around the world will 
visit Melbourne to study it.
“This is the Rosetta Stone for 
understanding Triceratops,” says Dr 
Erich Fitzgerald, senior curator of 
vertebrate palaeontology at Museums 
Victoria. “This fossil comprises 
hundreds of bones, including 
a complete skull and the entire 

vertebral column, which will help 
us unlock mysteries about how this 
species lived more than 66 million 
years ago. This will be one of a handful 
of Triceratops skeletons on display 
around the world in which all bones, 
from the skull to the tip of the tail, are 
from one individual animal.”

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Say Hello to Horridus
Triceratops in habitat Artist impression/rendition by Raul Ramos Triceratops tailbone fossil Eugene Hyland Dr Erich Fitzgerald, Senior Curator Eugene Hyland
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Melbourne River Cruises
Enjoy sightseeing or a trip to Williamstown and discover 
the best of what Melbourne has to off er.

Yarra Sightseeing Cruises: One- or two-hour cruises 
daily from 10.15am to 4pm, departing every 30 minutes.
City & Williamstown Ferry: One-way or return trips 
daily from 10.30am to 3.30pm, departing every hour.

Open: Daily, 9am to 4pm
Special off er: 20% discount on all cruises*
Use code MRC20 when booking 
Tram: Flinders Street Station stop 4
Train: Flinders Street Station
Ticket kiosk: Southbank Lower Promenade 
Berth 2 (below Southgate food court)
t 03 8610 2600
w melbcruises.com.au
Find us on:    

*T&C: Valid for adult and child tickets only. Cannot be redeemed with any  other off er. 

IceBar Melbourne
Keeping things a fun and frosty -10°C here in Melbourne 
all year round!

Get rugged up before you head inside Australia’s only ice 
bar. It’s the perfect place to cosy up with a date, party with 
friends or chill with the family! 

Special off er: 15% off  Deluxe Entry. Includes snow gear, 
cocktail and a shot. Use code: deluxe15.
Online bookings essential.
The Atrium, Federation Square, Melbourne
t 1300 ICEBAR   
w icebarmelbourne.com   
Find us on:     

MCG and Australian  
Sports Museum

Tram: Route 
48 or 75 to 
stop 12 or 70 
to  stop 7C  
Train: To 

Richmond or Jolimont Station 
MCG Tours: Daily, every 30 
minutes between 10am to 3pm 
Australian Sports Museum: 
Daily from 10am to 5pm
Alternative trading hours apply 
on event days. Please visit our 
website for information.
Gate 3, MCG, Yarra Park, 
Jolimont
t 03 9657 8879 
w mcg.org.au
w australiansportsmuseum.
org.au
Find us on:     

Step on the hallowed turf 
of the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground and discover 
a much-loved venue 
celebrating Australian 
sporting history.

Follow in the footsteps of 
greatness at the MCG
Ever wanted to see behind the scenes 
at the mighty MCG? Experience an 
unforgettable MCG tour with an 
access-all-areas walkthrough in the 
steps of great sporting legends.

Take in the player change rooms, the 
Ron Casey Media Centre, members-
only areas of the Melbourne Cricket 
Club, such as the Long Room, and 
a walk along the sidelines of the 
hallowed arena.

Discover more at the 
Australian Sports 
Museum
The Australian Sports Museum is no 
ordinary museum. It's an exciting, 
interactive and ever-changing 
experience where the latest technology 

has been used to create immersive 
exhibits and galleries.
Take in the historic and quirky  
across cricket, Australian football,  
the Olympics, Sport Australia  
Hall of Fame and Victorian  
Racing Gallery. Then test your own 
skills in the reimagined Game On! 
interactive space.

Collect your sweatband, interact with 
the exhibits and register high scores, 
as you learn and immerse yourself in 
Australian sporting culture.

Melb River Dayicebar
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Spirit of Melbourne 
Cruising Restaurants
Enjoy a relaxing three-hour Yarra River dinner cruise 
when you book a place on the Spirit of Melbourne 
cruising restaurant. Ticket includes:

 + Entrée tasting platter
 + Main course (one selection per guest)
 + Dessert platter 
 + Cheese tasting platter 
 + Tea, coff ee and chocolates 
 + Premium selection of Victorian red, white and 

sparkling wines, beers and spirits
 + Port or liqueur

Adult: $145 | Child (14–17): $95 | Child (2–13): $60

Special off er: 10% off  booking. Use code SOM10*
Operating hours: Thu, Fri, Sat, 7.30pm to 10.30pm
Offi  ce and booking hours: Daily, 9am to 5pm

Southbank Lower Promenade Berth 1
t 03 8610 2600
w melbcruises.com.au

*T&C: Valid for adult and child tickets only. Cannot be redeemed with any  other off er. 

Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne
Reconnect with nature in an inner-city oasis. Home to 
breathtaking landscapes, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 
is considered among the world's fi nest botanic gardens.

Venture inside to explore curated Living Collections and 
discover specimens from across the globe, as well as rare 
native species. Wander between succulents erupting from 
the earth at Guilfoyle’s Volcano (pictured) and step beneath 
the lush canopy in Fern Gully. Or simply roll out a picnic 
rug by Ornamental Lake and spend your day relaxing.

Entry is free, everyday.
Tram: Route 3, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 19

Open: Daily, 7.30am until 7.30pm (until 2 April) 
Daily, 7.30am until 5.30pm (from 3 April) 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne,
Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t 03 9252 2429
w rbg.vic.gov.au
Find us on:     

Melb River Night
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qvm.com.au

A great way to explore the Market is 
with the Ultimate Foodie Tour, 

a guided walking tour where you’ll 
indulge in some of the best food 

the Market has to offer. 

Bookings essential at 
qvm.com.au/tours

make itmake it
a mara market dayket day

Queen Victoria Market is an authentic, bustling, 
inner-city market that has been the heart and 
soul of the city for more than 140 years. 
Home to over 600 small businesses, it’s a great 
place to discover the best, fresh and specialty 
produce, handmade and local products, delicious 
coffee and food, and vibrant events.
Shopping at the Market has always been one of 
life’s great pleasures. It’s not just the abundance 
of fresh food and wide open-air sheds, halls and 
laneways;  it’s the friendly banter with the 
traders, the vibrant and multicultural atmosphere 
and the sense of belonging that comes with a trip 
to the much-loved Queen Victoria Market.
Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Also open seasonally on Wednesday 
evenings for themed night markets. For trading 
hours and what’s on visit qvm.com.au

Parliament House
Visit Victoria’s Parliament House, 
one of Australia’s oldest and most 
architecturally distinguished public 
buildings. Free guided tours are 
provided on non-sitting weeks, 
Monday to Friday. Groups of six or 
more must book. On sitting weeks, 
come and see Parliament in action.

Public tours: Check website for tour 
times 

Spring Street, East Melbourne
t  03 9651 8911   
w  parliament.vic.gov.au/visit   
Find us on:     

Melbourne 
Theatre Company
 
A much-loved cultural icon, Melbourne 
Theatre Company is your ticket to the 
city’s best entertainment this autumn. 
From the scorching satire Admissions, 
starring Kat Stewart (pictured), to The 
Heartbreak Choir, a funny and uplifting 
celebration of music, friendship and 
community, there’s something for 
everyone at Melbourne’s home of 
theatre. Discover more at mtc.com.au
Tram: Route 1 to stop 17    
Train: To Flinders Street Station

Southbank Theatre 
140 Southbank Boulevard, 
Southbank
t 03 8688 0800   
w mtc.com.au   
Find us on:      

Melbourne Zoo
Explore a world of wildlife, just 10 
minutes from the city centre!

Stroll through the lush rainforest 
and spot the Sumatran tiger, Asian 
elephants, orangutans and more.

Visit the Australian Bush to see your 
favourite locals, including koalas, 
kangaroos and emus, and explore an 
underwater world as little penguins 
and seals swim around you.

Enjoy free keeper talks, lush outdoor 
spaces and playgrounds for the 
little ones.

Kids visit free on weekends and school 
holidays.

Tram: 58 to stop 26 Melbourne 
Zoo  Train: Upfi eld Line, Royal Park 
Station

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Elliott Avenue, Parkville
t  1300 966 784   
w  zoo.org.au  
Find us on:     
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Centre Stage 
Melbourne is Australia’s unofficial 
arts capital, and you should definitely 
squeeze in a show while you’re in 
town. To support local artists, visit 
the Malthouse Theatre and check out 
Stay Woke (until 13 March), a story 
of two brothers who head into the 
mountains to overcome their lifelong 
rivalry. There’s also the Melbourne 
Theatre Company’s exciting new 
season, with shows including Slap. 
Bang. Kiss. by Dan Giovannoni (19–30 
April) and The Sound Inside by Adam 
Rapp (20 May – 2 July). Shakespear, 
eat your heart out. 

 + malthousetheatre.com.au
 + mtc.com.au

Design Unmasked
NGV International’s blockbuster 
exhibition, Gabrielle Chanel. Fashion 
Manifesto (until 25 April), examines 
the legacy of the fashion designer 
by gathering her outfits, jewellery 
and accessories. The gallery also 
hosts Queer (from 10 March), which 
draws more than 400 pieces from 
the NGV Collection to examine the 
queer stories works of art can tell. 
Join an 11-day program of talks, tours, 
exhibitions and workshops centred 
on the theme ‘Design the world you 
want’ during Melbourne Design Week 
(17–27 March).

 + ngv.melbourne
 + designweek.melbourne

First Nations Stories
On his debut album, Gela, Baker Boy 
sings and raps in Yolngu Matha and 
English and his fresh beats and vibrant 
pop have taken him to the top of the 
charts. Now he’s bringing his music to 
the Forum Theatre (7 May). The NGV’s 
world-leading collection of Indigenous 
art and design has moved to the 
ground floor of The Ian Potter Centre: 
NGV Australia, establishing a dynamic 
permanent exhibition in which 
masterpieces from the collection are 
displayed alongside lesser-known 
works and exciting new acquisitions. 

 + bakerboyofficial.com
 + ngv.melbourne

It’s Better Live
Melbourne has long been Australia’s 
live music capital, and you can 
see emerging acts in local pubs or 
big-name internationals in theatres 
and stadiums. Combine a visit to the 
gallery with music from local DJs 
and electronic artists at NGV Friday 
Nights (until 22 April). Punk legends 
the Hard-Ons return with a new 
frontman, You Am I’s Tim Rogers, to 
rock tracks from their new album I’m 
Sorry Sir, That Riff’s Been Taken at the 
Corner Hotel (9 April).

 + ngv.melbourne
 + cornerhotel.com

Whether you live in 
Melbourne or are visiting 
for the first time, you’ll 
find the art, music 
and theatre offerings 
enchanting. Gabrielle Chanel. Fashion Manifesto at NGV International Tom Ross

Arts & 
Culture

Stay Woke at Malthouse Theatre

Arts & Culture
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FEDSQ.COM

#ANYTHINGBUTSQUARE

A DIFFERENT  
WAY TO PLAY

With thrilling events,  
big screen action, immersive 

installations, world-class 
museums, stunning galleries 

and the best in Melbourne 
dining – come play with us at 

Fed Square this autumn!

A KALEIDOSCOPE OF EXPERIENCES

As the recipient of a 
prestigious art prize, 
Kaylene Whiskey brings 
her pop culture subjects 
to a new format at ACMI.

She celebrates women and the 
sisterhood by painting pop stars and 
superheroes – Dolly Parton, Tina 
Turner, Cher and Wonder Woman 
are common subjects. However, the 
difference with Kaylene Whiskey’s 
work is that these women often appear 
in remote desert landscapes engaging 
in traditional Indigenous activities. 
“I love listening to music while 
I’m working, and the music gives 
me ideas for the pictures,” says 

the Yankunytjatjara artist from 
Indulkana, a remote South Australian 
Indigenous community in the 
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara 
(APY) Lands. “I might be listening to 
Tina Turner, and that reminds me of 
when Tina was in the movie Mad Max 
3 in the sparkly silver dress. Mad Max 
is filmed in the outback and looks 
just like Indulkana, so I start thinking 
about what it might be like if Tina 
came to my community.”

Her latest work, however, is somewhat 
different.

Whiskey is the recipient of the 
Melbourne Art Foundation 2022 

Commission. Her single-channel 
video work was first exhibited at 
Melbourne Art Fair in February 2022 
and responded to the fair’s theme, 
Djeembana/Place. Now it is on 
permanent display at ACMI.

“I want my work to show a strong, 
positive message about life in a remote 
Indigenous community. I am from 
the generation that grew up with 
Coca-Cola and TV, as well as Tjukurpa 
(cultural stories) and bush tucker, so I 
like to have a bit of fun with combining 
those two different worlds.”

 + acmi.net.au

Moving 
Parts

Kaylene Whiskey

Kaylene Whiskey Meg Hansen
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Be there when the curtain 
is raised. The theatre 
scene in Melbourne has 
something for everyone, 
from award-winning 
musicals to first-run 
productions.

You’ll find Melbourne’s theatre district 
at the east end of the city. There 
are six theatres, all within walking 
distance of one another, as well as 
restaurants and bars so you can make 
a night of it. Across the river, discover 
Arts Centre Melbourne. Its theatre 
spaces and concert halls host actors, 
comedians, musicians and dancers. 
Be spontaneous and arrive at the box 
office at 6pm, when Tix at Six offers a 
limited number of $30 seats for shows 
that evening.

Hit a High Note
The new season for Opera Australia 
arrives, with several performances 
during autumn. Romance and tragedy 
combine in Verdi’s classic La Traviata 
(4–28 May). This production by Elijah 
Moshinsky features lush Parisian 
party scenes and beautiful autumn 
afternoons in the countryside. The 
company’s lavish production of 
Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella 
(from 20 May) premieres at the Regent 
Theatre. Expect classic elements of 
this timeless fairy tale to be updated 
with some surprising twists.

 + opera.org.au
 + cinderellamusical.com.au

Stories Reimagined
These favourites have been given 
new energy on stage. Baz Luhrmann’s 
2001 movie comes to life at the 
Regent Theatre in Moulin Rouge! 
The Musical (until 29 April). Harry 
Potter and the Cursed Child has been 
wowing audiences at the Princess 
Theatre since January 2019, but a new 
format arrives in May. This one can be 
seen in a single performance, across 
one magical afternoon or evening.

 + moulinrougemusical.com
 + harrypottertheplay.com

Give Us a Song
When she released her third 
album in 1995, Alanis Morissette's 
songs became the soundtrack of 
a generation. Now they make up 
the jukebox musical, Jagged Little 
Pill (until 6 March) at the Comedy 
Theatre. Then Bob Dylan becomes the 
focus in the new sensation, Girl From 
The North Country (from 29 April). 
The world’s most hyped musical 
has arrived. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
HAMILTON (from 15 March) is a 
contemporary depiction of the story 
of Alexander Hamilton, playing at Her 
Majesty's Theatre. If you like history 
told using hip-hop, this one’s for you. 

 + jaggedmusical.com
 + northcountry.com.au
 + hamiltonmusical.com.au

The 
Stage 
is Set

La Traviata at Arts Centre Melbourne

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Manuel Harlan HAMILTON Daniel Boud
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Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child
From the Princess Theatre on Spring 
Street, there are a raft of magical 
places to explore pre- or post-show, or 
during the interval. A barely signed 
bar on Crossley Street, Romeo Lane 
is small and intimate. Cocktails that 
span the spectrum of the Hogwarts 
house colours rotate regularly. Royal 
Arcade is not quite Diagon Alley, 
but there is a little magic in the 
air, especially when you walk into 
Spellbox. The enchanting shop sells 
spells, charms, crystals and wands. It 
also holds bewitching workshops and 
tarot readings. Make the most out of 
your stay and book a night at Hotel 
Windsor, the country’s only surviving 
grand nineteenth-century city hotel. 
Step into the exclusive Wizard's Suite, 
its magical abode flled with officially 
licenced merchandise to welcome 
witches and wizards. 

Moulin Rouge! The Musical
Want to experience more of France while you’re in town? 
Step into Philippe for traditional French cuisine and fresh-
shucked oysters, or head across the road from the Regent 
Theatre to Bistrot d’Orsay, which channels the moody and 
romantic ambience of an authentic French bistro. After 
the show, wander down Malthouse Lane and check out 
Eau de Vie, with its prohibition-era vibe. Its elegant interior 
abounds with old-school charm and is where some of 
Melbourne's most talented mixologists work. Looking to be 
bejewelled like Satine? Visit Canturi on Little Collins Street 
for unique jewellery created using diamonds and precious 
gems. Designer Stefano Canturi’s work was featured in Baz 
Luhrmann’s film Moulin Rouge! on our own Nicole Kidman.

HAMILTON
Broadway smash hit HAMILTON arrives in Melbourne in 
March, and there’s plenty to do before and after the show. 
With Chinatown at your doorstep, sample an array of 
flavours, including fried chicken and prawn dumplings at 
Shanghai Street, Japanese-style hot pot at Momo Sukiyaki & 
Shabu Shabu or modern Thai at Longrain. Enjoy a cocktail 
or two at Good Heavens, the rooftop bar above American-
style barbecue restaurant Fancy Hanks. Can’t get enough 
of the songs in HAMILTON? The Imperial Hotel hosts 
Broadway Brunch every Saturday, with bottomless spritzes 
and brunch dishes while live music is performed by some of 
Melbourne’s best musical theatre pros.

With so many incredible theatre productions 
in Melbourne during autumn, here is how 
you can maximise your time in the city when 
catching a show. 

More Than 
Just a Show

Hotel Windsor Eau de Vie
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RISING electrifies Melbourne this coming winter
Program out March 2022 — WWW.RISING.MELBOURNE

RISING ⠃ 2022
01 — 12 JUNE  

Melbourne’s “beautiful, 
messy and illuminating” 
cultural festival is back 
with its full debut.

It’s a cutting-edge mix of art, 
performance, music, food and 
dancing, and it’s returning to the city 
this winter (1–12 June). 

A Miracle Constantly 
Repeated
Hidden away for decades, the Flinders 
Street Station Ballroom is now home 
to Australia’s pre-eminent visual 
artist, Patricia Piccinini, and her first 
solo exhibition in almost 20 years. A 
Miracle Constantly Repeated opened 
to rave reviews at last year’s RISING 
and is currently running all the way 
to 12 June. 

The Wilds
Returning to the Sidney Myer Music 
Bowl, The Wilds is a choose-your-own 
adventure playground, designed by 
New York-based Melbourne artists Tin 
& Ed. Expect massive technicolour 
inflatables, mind-expanding video art, 
an open-air ice-skating rink and cult 
snacks from some of the city’s best 
eateries. Good for tuckering out the 
little ones. 

The Lighthouse
Inside The Wilds, you’ll also find The 
Lighthouse, RISING’s signature dining 
event. Led by one of Australia’s hottest 
chefs, David Moyle (formerly of 
Franklin and Longsong), Lighthouse 
is a stunning bar and bistro with an 
outdoor deck overlooking the Bowl. 
Tuck into three delicious courses 
inside a glass atrium.   

Golden Square
Who says car parks can’t be cultural? 
Sprawling over several storeys, Golden 
Square is RISING’s Chinatown art 
exhibition set inside a multi-level CBD 
car park. You can wander upwards, 
grab a drink and check out emerging 
contemporary artists from all over 
the world. Did we mention there’s a 
rooftop bar with city views? Next door, 
eat your fill of dumplings at a hawker-
style night market.

RISING: Patricia Piccinini  
A Miracle Constantly Repeated
on now till 12 June.

RISING runs 1–12 June.  
For more information, check out  

 + rising.melbourne 

‘Arc Zero – Eclipse at The Wilds’ by James Tapscott, 2021. RISING. Photo: Eugene Hyland.

RISING Returns
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Love to visit a gallery? 
This takes it to another 
level. Be surrounded by 
light, colour, sound and 
aroma at THE LUME 
Melbourne.

Imagine this… You’re in a huge 
room where the walls are screens, 
and they’re four storeys high. All 
around you are the works of Vincent 
van Gogh. You would have seen 
them in books or on the internet – 
maybe you’ve even seen the actual 
paintings in a gallery – but this is 
something special.

Beautiful Brilliance
It took more than six years to make 
THE LUME Melbourne dream a 
reality, but that’s not the end of the 
story. Every feature that is shown 
takes more than 50,000 hours to 
create. That’s why, when you visit, it’s 
like stepping into an artwork. Watch 
as the walls come alive, depicting 
masterpieces in ways you could never 
have imagined before this. Lose 
yourself and journey into another 
world as the colours and sounds 
envelop you.

The Life of Vincent
For its first year, THE LUME 
Melbourne will feature the work 
of a Dutch master. Vincent van 
Gogh’s creations – The Starry Night, 
Sunflowers, Almond Blossoms and 
more – have been transformed 
into epic roomscapes where all the 

senses are engaged. The images 
dance across a tapestry of surfaces, 
a musical score accompanies the 
presentation and matching scents 
subtly fragrance the space. Café 
Terrace 1888 has even been re-created 
and is serving French classics.

Live the Experience
Unlike a traditional gallery, there is 
no expectation that you stand silent 
and still before the art. Here, you’re 
encouraged to move about, find a 
corner to sit and observe, and take 
photos. The kids can even dance 

across the animated surfaces. The Van 
Gogh feature presentation lasts for 45 
minutes and is accompanied by four 
shorter featurettes, together playing 
for 15 minutes. Each of these is created 
by an Australian artist or collective 
and set to original music. Melbourne 
artist Ross Calia’s Our Starry Night, a 
work combining music, dance and 
the night sky, is one of the pieces now 
on display.

Don’t miss this unforgettable 
experience, book now.

 + thelume.com/melbourne

Illumination Immersion

THE LUME MelbourneTHE LUME Melbourne
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Pullman Melbourne 
on the Park
It's game time. Melbourne is the undisputed sporting 
capital of Australia and a mecca for entertainment. 
The freshly renovated Pullman is your new home at 
the epicentre of the action. Perfectly positioned next 
to the MCG and close to Rod Laver Arena and AAMI 
Park, it puts you right in the fi eld of play to explore all 
this precinct has to off er. Discover brand new premium 
rooms, world-class food and beverage in The Cliveden 
and sweeping views of the city, all at your doorstep.

Our world is your playground.

Tram: Route 75 & 48 to stop 11
Train: Jolimont Station

192 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne
t 03 9419 2000
w pullmanonthepark.com.au
Find us on:    

Shrine of Remembrance
Built in 1934, the Shrine of Remembrance is the war 
memorial of Victoria and one of Melbourne’s most 
recognisable landmarks.

Find peaceful refl ection in the Sanctuary and explore 
the Galleries of Remembrance, where more than 800 
artworks, historical artefacts and personal eff ects 
illustrate the experiences of Australian veterans from the 
1850s to today. The Balcony off ers breathtaking vistas of 
Melbourne and oversees the Shrine’s 13-hectare Reserve 
and Second World War Memorial Forecourt where the 
Eternal Flame has burned since 1954.

All are welcome to observe The Last Post Service every 
Sunday at 4.45pm, complete with buglers, bagpipers and 
Shrine Guard in historic uniform.

Tram: Stop 19, St Kilda Road

Open: Daily, 10am to 5pm

Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t 03 9661 8100
w shrine.org.au
Find us on:     

This autumn, State Library Victoria is 
highlighting the bold and the brave. 

Those who change hearts and minds with powerful new 
ideas. Who explore technology and science to improve the 
way we live. Who hit the streets to make their voices heard. 
And who take up the mighty pen and write a new future for 
the world. 

Whether it’s the spark of an idea, a pitch for a brighter future 
or a window into the big thoughts in the State Collection, 
there’s something for everybody at the Library. 

Join the change makers and grab your tickets to our 
Autumn events and exhibitions today. 

 + slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on

Tram: Route 1, 3, 3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 8; 
and 30 or 35 (free City Circle) to stop 7  
Train: Melbourne Central Station

Open: 10am to 6pm, seven days a week. Closed 
Good Friday, 25–26 Dec & 1 Jan
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne
t 03 8664 7000 
w slv.vic.gov.au
Find us on:     
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From beneath its 
landmark spire, Arts 
Centre Melbourne delivers 
culture to the city.

It’s the centrepiece of the city’s arts 
precinct, and Arts Centre Melbourne 
hosts world-class performances – 
theatre, music, dance, circus and 
more – every day. 

Culture’s Here
Arts Centre Melbourne has three 
venues – the Theatres Building, 
Hamer Hall and Sidney Myer Music 
Bowl – and is home to Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, Opera 
Australia, The Australian Ballet and 
Melbourne Theatre Company. 

The Show Goes On
Stars of the music scene will have 
audiences dancing beneath the stars 
at Live at the Bowl (until April). Get 
tickets for Flight Facilities, Crowded 
House, Lime Cordiale and more.  
At the State Theatre, An American 
in Paris (18 March – 24 April) brings 
together a timeless love story, songs 
by George and Ira Gershwin and 
exuberant dance in a collaboration 
between the Australian Ballet and 
GWB Entertainment.

Magic on Stage
Alison Lester AM's classic book Magic 
Beach (19–22 May) comes to life, 
thanks to award-winning playwright 
Finegan Kruckemeyer. It’s an 
afternoon of text, song, light, shadow 
and movement, perfect for little ones 
aged three to eight. BYO imagination. 

There’s More
Delve into our contemporary music 
scene through immersive digital 
experiences and incredible objects 
at the Australian Music Vault free 
exhibition. Also check out the Sunday 
Market, where local artisans sell 
handmade goods, including arts, 
crafts and delicious delicacies. 

After the Show
Whatever the time of day or night, 
there’ll be a place to eat and drink. 
Grab a coffee on the forecourt at 
Protagonist or select from curated 
cocktails and a modern Australian 
menu at The Barre. 

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au 

Sidney Myer Music Bowl
Photo: Ian Laidlaw

Magic Beach 
Photo: James D Morgan

An American In Paris 
Photo: Tristram Kenton

All About the Arts
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Something for Home
Ceramics, artwork and cushions, 
produced mainly by Melbourne 
artists, fill the shelves at Guild of 
Objects. If you’re keen to learn how to 
do it yourself, check out the creative 
workshops held on the weekend. It’s 
worth a trip to Prahran to visit The 
Panton Store. Owner Shelley Panton, 
a potter herself, collects the finest 
homewares and objects from around 
the country so you can find whatever 
you need under one roof.

 + guildofobjects.com
 + shop.shelleypanton.com

One of a Kind 
Not only will you get a one-off piece 
of fashion when you purchase 
from Reborn by HoMie, which 
recycles high-quality pieces, you’ll 
also be supporting HoMie’s social 
impact programs that help young 
people affected by homelessness. If 
you’re looking for adornment of an 
individual nature, Pieces of Eight 
showcases the jewellery and other 
creations of local artists in a gallery-
style setting. With cooler weather 
on the way, check out the work of 
Melburnian Zoe Crow, who hand-
paints all the scarves, hoodies and 
hats for her Ocray44 label.

 + homie.com.au
 + piecesofeight.com.au
 + ocray44.bigcartel.com

Check out Melbourne's 
Neighbourhoods on page 76 for 
more shopping ideas.

It’s a city known for its 
artistic side, so it’s easy 
to discover Melbourne 
retailers doing things 
their way. Whether you’re 
looking for fashionable 
pieces no one else will be 
wearing, a gift for a loved 
one or something to jazz 
up your home, you’ll be 
able to find it. 

Sustainable Style
Fast fashion is out and thinking green 
is in. One of the ways to do that is 
by recycling, and that’s exactly what 
happens at Vault in the Block Arcade. 
Run by the National Trust, it sells 
designer clothing and accessories 
and couture pieces that have been 
donated, providing shoppers with 
an ever-changing retail experience. 
Another way to shop sustainably is to 
choose timeless pieces created locally 
and in small batches. Fitting that bill 
is Arnsdorf, which also offers lifetime 
repairs on its garments.

 + nationaltrust.org.au
 + arnsdorf.com.au

It’s often eclectic, sometimes a 
little bit avant-garde, and always 
surprising. Melbourne’s retail 
scene delivers up its finest when 
you stray from the big names.

Pieces of Eight

HoMieShop

Shop
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Melburnians tend to walk their own 
path when it comes to style. They 
also like to support local designers, 
which has meant the industry has 
flourished. Here are just a few ateliers 
and boutiques making the city’s 
fashion scene oh-so vibrant.

Knit One
As the weather becomes cooler, 
the garments at Wendy Voon Knits 
become increasingly covetable. The 
contemporary designs are created 
using the finest yarns and manipulate 
form and texture to flatter the body. 
As well as trans-seasonal pieces to 
take you through the whole year, 
you can select scarves, wraps and 
accessories by other local designers.

 + wendyvoon.com

Finer Details
He honed his skills as a shoemaker, 
and now Theo Hassett not only makes 
bespoke footwear, but also belts (each 
colour and different type of leather 
has several buckle choices), satchels 
and wallets to last a lifetime. At 
Hassett, each piece is made to order, 
with leather hand-dyed for quality. 

 + hassettgoods.com

Designed For All
Everyone will be able to find outfits 
to please at Kloke. Amy and Adam 
Coombes launched the brand in 
2011 and it has gone from strength to 
strength thanks to its designs that can 
be worn for most of the year and loved 
well beyond a couple of seasons. 

 + kloke.com.au 

Own a piece of the city when you buy from local 
designers. You’ll find garments to wear from 
one season to the next and for years to come.

Made in 
Melbourne

Wendy Voon Knits

Hassett
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Sofitel Melbourne
On Collins
The much-loved luxury hotel at the Paris end of 
Melbourne is undergoing a refurbishment of all 
guestrooms and the transformation has brought to life 
the essence of living the French way. The design palette 
brings together a mix of new contemporary carpet and 
furniture, state-of-the-art modern room fi xtures, French-
inspired photography and an understated minimalist 
style. Guests are invited to enjoy the new rooms and to 
live the refreshed service culture exemplifying French 
Joie de Vivre.

25 Collins Street, Melbourne
t 03 9653 0000
w sofi tel-melbourne.com.au
Find us on:    

Lightning Ridge 
Opal Mines
Join the Le Souëf family to learn about the most beautiful 
gemstone in the world. With more than 50 yearsʼ 
experience mining, cutting and exporting opals, we can 
teach you about all eight varieties available in Australia 
and how they are cut, polished and valued.

Visit our showroom for a unique, interactive, obligation-
free lesson, then browse our huge range of internationally 
guaranteed opals.

Tram: Route 19, 57 or 59 to stop 2

Open: Mon–Fri, 9.30am to 5.30pm  
Weekends by appointment

94 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne
t 03 9654 4444
w opals.net.au
Find us on:    

Fancy Footwork
Whether you have trouble finding 
shoes that feel comfortable or simply 
want to stand out from the crowd, 
head to Brendan Dwyer’s studio in the 
Nicholas Building. He uses traditional 
techniques and the best leathers to 
create custom footwear, from casual 
designs to women’s heels, long boots 
to your own vision.

 + brendan-dwyer-custom.
myshopify.com

Sleek Style
The world is turning away from 
formality, but that doesn’t mean a 
man can’t be stylish. At Informale, 
casual yet sleek garments 
are designed with a sense of 
sophistication and an attention to 
detail. Fabrics for the collections, 
which can easily be worn across 
seasons, are sourced from Melbourne, 
the UK and Italy, with clothing 
manufactured here in the city.

 + informale.com.au

Made In Melbourne 
continued

Informale
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Neighbourhoods Map

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit the 
website below to plan your journey 
and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Explore Further
Shop Till You Drop
Page 78 ................................... 3  – 7

Fun For the Family  
Page 82................................... 8  – 14

Another Side of Werribee  
Page 84 ........................................  15

To Market, To Market 
Page 88 .................................. 16  – 22

Meet the Champions  
Page 91 .......................................... 23

Tap and Go  
Page 92 .................................. 24  – 32

Glen Iris 1

Grab your myki card and head to 
Glen Iris on the Glen Waverley train 
line. This residential suburb has 
welcomed a large-scale craft beer 
hall, the home to Deeds Brewing by 
local ale makers Quiet Deeds. This 
striking venue offers a restaurant-
standard menu and is conveniently 
located adjacent to the station.
 
Prahran East 2

Take the number 6 tram towards 
Glen Iris until Williams Road, where 
you'll find Small Print Pizza Bar in 
the Prahran East village. Place your 
order, pick up your numbered flag, 
a picnic blanket and the Finnish 
game of Finska and head across the 
road to the picturesque Victoria 
Gardens. Relax and wait for your 
pizza to be delivered. 
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Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Shop Till You Drop

Another World 6

On Foster Street in Dandenong, 
you’ll find the Little India Cultural 
Precinct. Here, the windows are 
filled with the bright colours of 
sarees and sherwanis. Check out 
Heritage India for one of the largest 
displays of traditional festive wear 
in the country, then enjoy a lunch of 
samosa channa at Calcutta Sweets & 
Indian Curry House.

 + greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au

Small-town Favourite 7

Get away from the crowds at 
Yarraville Village. Browse a while at 
Sun Bookshop, buy yourself a plant at 
Mosey, and stock the pantry at Plump 
Organic Grocery. Lunch at the cute 
cafe Cornershop Yarraville and round 
out the day with a movie at the art 
deco Sun Theatre.

 + facebook.com/yarravilletraders

North Star 3

Those seeking out local designers and 
independent boutiques should take a 
stroll along High Street, Northcote. At 
Before March, shop the house brand, 
Sunshine Symbol, and the work of 
designers committed to slow fashion 
and sustainability.
Give your home a spruce with the 
gorgeous pieces at The Phoenix & The 
Turtle. There’s also loads of cool cafes 
and bars for recharging.

 + highstreetnorthcote.com.au

Village Life 4

It’s only about 18 kilometres northeast 
of the CBD but Montmorency Village 
on Were Street feels like a country 
town. There are no chain stores along 
here – instead you’ll discover unique 
local traders, including jeweller 
Precious Sentiment and kids’ clothing 
exchange Little Angels.

 + montyvillage.com.au

The Fashion Capital 5

With more than 550 stores, you’ll 
be able to browse the day away at 
Chadstone. Most of the luxury brands, 
including Kenzo and Longchamp, can 
be found here under the one roof, so 
prepare to splurge. It’s also the only 
place in Melbourne where you can 
visit Alexander McQueen and Tod’s 
stores. When you’re done shopping, 
there’s a number of dining precincts 
as well as options for entertainment. 
Treat the kids to a visit to Legoland or 
take a load off at Hoyts cinemas.

 + chadstone.com.au

Sun Theatre Ain Raadik Before March, Northcote

Venture Melbourne Shop

Head to the suburbs 
to discover shopping 
experiences far removed 
from those you’ll find on 
the streets of the CBD.

There’s no better way to support 
Melbourne business than by spending 
your money with them. Head away 
from the big multinationals and find 
what you need in the city’s unique 
neighbourhoods. You’re never far 
from a great shopping strip, whether 

it’s part of a creative suburb in the 
inner north or a village that has its 
own distinct character. Make a day of 
it – have lunch in a local cafe and go 
for a stroll around the neighbourhood 
park. You never know what treasures 
you’ll discover.
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St Kilda Esplanade Market
Discover handmade, artisan crafts and local food 
products at Melbourne’s only outdoor market by the bay.

Set against the backdrop of St Kilda Beach, this vibrant 
makers’ market features unique artwork, jewellery, 
fashion and accessories, beauty products, delicious food 
and so much more. 

The market is a great way to spend the day with family, 
friends and fur babies. 

Start your exploration of St Kilda right here! 

Tram: Route 3a, 16 or 96 to stop 138   

Open: Every Sunday from 10am

Upper Esplanade, St Kilda
w stkildaesplanademarket.com.au   
Find us on:     

The Rose St. Artists’ Market
In the heart of eclectic Fitzroy, The Rose St. Artists’ 
Market showcases everything from quirky homewares 
and stunning fashion to intricate jewellery and unique 
paintings. So if you’re a lover of all things handmade then 
look no further. Come along and experience it for yourself.

Tram: Number 11 or 96 from city to stop 16 

Open: Saturday and Sunday, 
10am to 4pm

60 Rose Street, Fitzroy
t 0414 803 228    
w rosestmarket.com.au   
Find us on:    

Luxury resides in the fabric of details

*T&C Apply
Upgrade subject to availability. 
Applies to Classic & Superior rooms only.  

Positioned on the doorstep of Chadstone - The Fashion Capital 

Reserve a luxurious night's stay and receive a complimentary upgrade to 
the next room type available, undercover car parking and          

two drink vouchers at Altus Rooftop Bar & Lounge.

Rates from $299*
Mention 'AUTUMN OVG' to receive this exclusive offer

Bookings must be made directly with the hotel
Call +61 3 9108 3333 or Email HB2U8@accor.com  

Rose St
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Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Fun For the Family
Puffing Billy DRG Imagery

URBNSURF Ed Sloane

Venture Melbourne Family

Whether you’re looking 
for action or a new 
way to expand their 
minds, Melbourne’s 
neighbourhoods hold a 
multitude of experiences 
for all ages.

Term one holidays are fast 
approaching, and whether you live 
here and are looking for ways to keep 
the kids occupied or are visiting and 
need some suggestions, we’ve got 
you covered. There are many ways to 
fill the days right across Melbourne 
with activities that are fun, active 
and (whispers quietly) even a little 
bit educational – plus, they’ll keep 
you entertained. Explore beyond the 
normal haunts and discover brilliant 
ways to spend your days together.

Life in Motion
If they’ve been asking to learn to 
surf, head to URBNSURF 8  at 
Tullamarine, where good times and 
great waves are guaranteed. They 
can bodyboard or try a softboard on 
the gentle swells in The Bays or sign 
up for a beginner lesson. It could be 

the start of a lifelong love affair with 
the water. You can jump in too, or 
watch the action from the Three Blue 
Ducks cafe. Toddlers and youngsters 
will love the space jump inflatables 
at Springvale Indoor Sports 9 , and 
for the teenagers there are indoor 
sports comps, ranging from cricket 
to netball.

 + urbnsurf.com
 + springvaleindoorsports.com.au

Grand Experiments
Kids will love the incredible interactive 
exhibits at Scienceworks 10 , but adults 
will appreciate the planetarium and its 
Moonbase ONE experience (25 March) 
that might help you understand 
our closest neighbour a little more. 
There’s also something for everyone 
at Grazeland 11 , a huge food park with 
flavours from across the globe and live 
music on the weekends.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
scienceworks
 + grazeland.melbourne

Animal Magic
It’s got cows and chickens, but you 
don’t have to travel out of town to 

visit. At Collingwood Children’s Farm 
12  they can cuddle guinea pigs, feed 
lambs and meet the farmers. Plus, 
there are lots of shady spots where 
you can unpack a picnic. Animals of a 
different kind roam at Werribee Open 
Range Zoo 13 . Creatures from the 
African savannah and our own native 
wildlife reside here, and you can 
either walk around or travel on the 
safari truck. Extend the adventure by 
booking a night at the slumber safari.

 + farm.org.au
 + zoo.org.au/werribee

All Aboard
Jump aboard Puffing Billy 14  for 
a steam-driven ride through the 
magnificent temperate rainforests 
of the Dandenong Ranges. This 
really is a step back in time and fun 
for everyone in the family, with the 
century-old train still running on the 
same mountain track that was built in 
the early 1900s. 

 + puffingbilly.com.au

83

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
M

e
lb

o
u

rn
e

’s N
e

ig
h

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
s

82

http://urbnsurf.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://springvaleindoorsports.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://museumsvictoria.com.au/scienceworks?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://museumsvictoria.com.au/scienceworks?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://grazeland.melbourne?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://farm.org.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://zoo.org.au/werribee?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://puffingbilly.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Port Phillip Ferries
Escape the city and take a cruise to the coastal towns of 
Portarlington or Geelong. Enjoy wineries, seafood and the 
charm of Portarlington on the Bellarine Peninsula, or the 
vibrant cultural city and attractive waterfront of Geelong. 
The experience is beyond just a ferry service. Think 
onboard licensed cafe, free Wi-Fi, free bike racks, charging 
stations, friendly staff  and endless scenic views. And there’s 
always a chance to spot a dolphin, seal or penguin.
Tram: Route 35, 70 or 75 to stop D3  Train: To Southern 
Cross Station
Schedule: Visit portphillipferries.com.au for the most 
up-to-date schedule.
131 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands   
t  03 9514 8959   
w  portphillipferries.com.au   
Find us on:     

Werribee Open Range Zoo
Take an African adventure, right around the corner!

Just 30 minutes from the city, you can jump aboard 
the included safari bus to adventure across an open 
savannah. Spot giraff es, rhinoceros, zebras and more.

Wander the African Trail to come face to face with lions, 
meerkats and the western lowland gorillas. Then explore 
the Australian Trail where you can spot koalas, kangaroos 
and emus.

Enjoy free keeper talks, expansive outdoor spaces and 
exciting play areas.

Kids visit free on weekends and school holidays.

Train & Bus: Werribee Line to Werribee station then Bus 
439 to Werribee South

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm    

K Road, Werribee 
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/werribee

Get a fright and find out 
how life once was during a 
new theatre experience.

Back in the nineteenth century, 
brothers Andrew and Thomas 
Chirnside emigrated to Australia from 
Scotland. They had money when 
they arrived, but thanks to astute 
investments in sheep, soon became 
even richer. At one stage they owned 
8,000 acres in Wyndham and on 
part of the land built the 60-room 
Werribee Mansion. The men, together 

with Andrew’s wife and his four 
children, moved in during 1887 and 
turned their stately home into the 
centre of the community.

As with all big houses in those days, 
there were other people who resided 
there, including staff members who 
kept the household running. If you’ve 
ever wondered how they lived – or 
if there was ever the equivalent of 
Downton Abbey in Australia – book 
a ticket for What Was That? 15 , a 
theatre production that takes place 

in the now heritage-listed Werribee 
Mansion, still one of the most opulent 
properties in Victoria. Follow head 
maid Maggie and butler Mr Duncan 
from room to room and up the grand 
staircase as the story unfolds.

You can be guaranteed to experience 
all the elements of a good night out: 
there’s history, some scary bits and 
a good laugh, too. Oh, and a glass of 
wine at the end.

 + essenceproductions.com.au

Another Side of 
Werribee

What Was That? at Werribee Mansion

Venture Melbourne Another Side of Werribee
Port Phillip
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Turn off the highway and discover a place where big 
animals roam, outdoor adventures abound and food and 

wine lovers unite. All just 30 minutes from Melbourne.
 

Get started at visitwerribee.com 

A Delightful
LIL’ DETOUR

Turn off the highway and discover a place where big 
animals roam, outdoor adventures abound and food and 

wine lovers unite. All just 30 minutes from Melbourne.
 

Get started at visitwerribee.com 

A Delightful
LIL’ DETOUR
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They say fresh is best, and you can’t get 
any better than the produce bought at a 
farmers’ market. Find your local one or 
incorporate a visit into a day out.

The best way to support farmers is to buy what they grow, 
and one of the most enjoyable ways to do that is to spend 
part of your weekend at a local farmers’ market. Pick the 
right one to visit and you can be assured everyone there has 
had a hand in creating what you buy. Each of the markets 
we’ve listed here is accredited by the Victorian Farmers’ 
Market Association, meaning they’re jam packed with 
genuine growers, bakers and makers. 

Nice in the North
If you want a regular spot from where to fill the fridge, 
Flemington Farmers’ Market 16  makes an appearance 
each week. Head to the Ascot Lot from 8am on Sunday 
mornings (it closes at midday) to stock up on Golden Yolk 
Free Range Eggs, Cripps Seafood, Parwon Mushrooms and 
so much more. Another every-Saturday option is Coburg 
Farmers’ Market 17  (8am–1pm), where more than 30 
stallholders offer up the finest Victorian produce. 

 + flemingtonfarmersmarket.com.au
 + facebook.com/coburgfm

Go West
Beaton Reserve is the place to be when Yarraville Village 
Farmers' Market 18  arrives on the first and third Saturday 
of each month (8.30am–1pm). Farmers bring their finest 
produce – apples, stone fruit and veg from Shepparton, 
raw honey from 3 Bees, free-range eggs from Mount 
Egerton – and there’s coffee and plenty of treats to eat 
picnic-style.

 + yarravillevillagefarmersmarket.com.au

Take it South
They might have grown it, baked it, picked it or prepared 
it, but you can be certain that everything available at St 
Kilda’s Veg Out Farmers’ Market 19  (first Saturday of the 
month, 8.30am–1pm) was produced locally. If you’re 
looking for seasonal produce and low food miles, this is 
the place to shop. On the third Saturday of the month, 
one of Melbourne’s favourites comes to a Port Melbourne 
park more often associated with art. As well as satisfying 
your grocery needs, at Gasworks Farmers’ Market 20  the 
resident artist studios are open.

 + vegoutfarmersmarket.org.au
 + gasworks.org.au

Eastern Promise
What can you buy at Boroondara Farmers' Market? 21  
Well, just about anything, and all of it comes from Victoria. 
Whether your crisper is devoid of organic vegetables, you 
need to get a cake for afternoon tea or have to stock the 
cellar with local beer and wine, you can do it all here on 
the first, third and fifth Saturday of the month between 
8am and 12.30pm. Another great option is the Abbotsford 
Farmers Market 22  (second and fourth Saturdays of the 
month, 8am–1pm), held in the atmospheric surrounds of 
the Abbotsford Convent.

 + boroondara.vic.gov.au
 + abbotsfordconvent.com.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

To Market, 
To Market

Boroondara Farmers' Market

Yarraville Village Farmers' Market Coburg Farmers’ Market

Venture Melbourne Market
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©URBNSURF, Tullamarine Living Legends, Greenvale

Goona Warra Vineyard, Sunbury

Visitor Information Hub 
Hume Global Learning Centre 
44 Macedon Street, Sunbury, Victoria 
Call (03) 9356 6860 

Just 20 minutes north 
of Melbourne CBD

Follow @discoverhume to find out more 
and tag #DiscoverHume

Spend the day exploring 
a historic homestead on 
the fringes of Melbourne 
and visiting with some 
of Australia’s most 
successful retired 
racehorses.
Soon after it was built using a kit 
brought to Australia from the UK in 
1843, Woodlands Homestead became 
one of the country’s most important 
racing stables. Horses have been bred, 
raised and spelled on the surrounding 
Greenvale property ever since. It’s 

only fitting that Woodlands Historic 
Park is now the home of Living 
Legends 23 , where former champion 
thoroughbreds spend their days of 
retirement in comfort.

Horse lovers can take a self-guided 
or public tour to meet some horsey 
heroes, including Melbourne Cup 
winners Efficient and Rogan Josh. You 
can pat, feed and even have a photo 
taken with them.

But a visit here doesn’t have to be 
focused entirely on the equine. 
Bring your bike or hiking boots and 

explore the heritage gardens and state 
parklands, which cover 700 hectares 
and have many walking and cycling 
trails. Look out for big mobs of eastern 
grey kangaroos, who graze on the 
bushland, and the occasional echidna. 

Tour the homestead and view its art 
collection and racing memorabilia 
before sitting down for a light lunch or 
Devonshire tea at the Black Caviar Cafe.
 

 + livinglegends.org.au

Meet 
the 
Champions

Living Legends

Venture Melbourne Meet the Champions
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Leave the car at home 
and discover new parts 
of Melbourne on public 
transport. You can go 
almost anywhere and 
there’s no need to worry 
about traffic jams.

Have myki will travel. When topped 
up, your plastic card is the key to 
enjoying a magical Melbourne tour. 
Use it on trams, trains and buses to 
explore parts of the city you might 
never have visited before. Whether 
you want to go shopping, head out 

to celebrate with friends or even find 
a little solitude in nature, the public 
transport system will get you there. 
Need some inspiration? Here are 
three parts of the city that may have 
slipped your attention.

Fringe Benefits
Want a night out away from the 
normal spots people talk about? Catch 
tram number 86 north and hop off 
at Ethel Grove in Reservoir. You’ll 
be right near Future Mountain 24 , a 
self-described farmhouse brewery 
dedicated to fermentation. What that 

means is they’re crafting small-batch, 
seasonal beers using local produce, 
so the offerings in the taproom are 
always changing. Local beers, wines, 
cocktails and jaffles are on offer at 
Hard Rubbish 25 , where the name 
gives you a hint of the aesthetic. 
Finally, get your music fix – most of it 
centred around the venue’s baby grand 
piano – at cosy Ragtime Tavern 26.

 + futuremountain.com.au
 + facebook.com/hardrubbishbar
 + facebook.com/ragtimetav

Seaside Sensations
Jump on the train to Williamstown, 
Melbourne’s original seaport, and 
enjoy a day by the water. For a suburb 
so close to the city it has more than its 
fair share of excellent spots to enjoy 
nature. Walk along the foreshore to 
Jawbone Flora and Fauna Reserve 27 .  
It has mangroves, a salt marsh, 
wetlands and open grasslands where 
you can duck into hides to do some 
birdwatching. In the other direction is 
Point Gellibrand 28 , where rockpools 
are begging to be explored.  
When hunger takes over, head to 

Sebastian 29  for tapas and Basque 
classics overlooking the beach.

 + parks.vic.gov.au
 + hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
 + sebastianbeachgrill.com

Vintage Vibes
With sustainability top of many 
minds there’s never been a better 
time to think more closely about 
recycling. If you’re keen to extend 
that philosophy to your fashion, 
catch the Sandringham line train to 
Windsor. As well as a slew of op and 
thrift shops along Chapel Street, you 

can find a more curated collection of 
preloved items at Shag 30  and Stupid 
Vintage  31 . This is the more indie end 
of one of Melbourne’s most famous 
streets, with many local designers 
setting up shop here alongside cafes 
and bars. When your day is done, kick 
back with a cold beverage and some 
buffalo wings in the lush courtyard at 
the colourful Windsor Castle Hotel 32 .

 + shagmelbourne.com
 + Stupid Vintage, 1/40 Green 
Street, Windsor
 + windsorcastle.com.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Tap and Go

Windsor Castle HotelFuture Mountain Sebastian

Venture Melbourne Tap and Go

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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Hit the road on 
a touring route, 
make your own way 
around or follow our 
itinerary and see the 
wonders of Victoria 
for yourself.

 By Car
Travel about an hour west of 
Melbourne to the delightful coastal 
region of 1  Geelong and the  
Bellarine and experience scenic 
beaches, wineries and some amazing 
local produce.
 
Travel further west on a scenic road 
trip (approximately 3.5 hours) to the 
2  Grampians region to get up close 

to nature. 

For more outdoor adventures, visit the 
3  High Country.

 By Train

Catch a Metro Train service from 
Melbourne’s Southern Cross Station 
to Lilydale and find yourself in  
the 4  Yarra Valley wine region, 
approximately 70 minutes  
from Melbourne.

Victoria

For more information within 
regional Victoria, visit the local 
Visitor Information Centre.

 + visitvictoria.com/information/
visitor-information-centres

Regional Map

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit 
the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

1 

2 

3 

4
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Golden Years
Historic Walhalla, which has barely changed in more than 
a century, is one of the prettiest towns in the Gippsland 
region, and it only gets better with this particular change 
of season. While the days are still warm and bright, the 
trees that hang over the bandstand and line the main 
street turn burgundy and gold. While you’re there, ride the 
historical Walhalla Goldfields Railway or tour the Long 
Tunnel Extended Gold Mine, which helped prospectors 
pull 50 tonnes of the precious metal from Cohen’s Reef in 
the 1860s.

 + visitwalhalla.com
 + walhallarail.com.au

Park Life
One of Victoria’s earliest manicured plantings, established 
in the 1850s, was the Malmsbury Botanic Gardens. Take 
a picnic basket and sit by the ornamental lake where the 
Dutch elms turn gold when autumn arrives. When you’re 
through, visit the cellar door at Zig Zag Rd, where you can 
taste the Churchill family’s riesling and shiraz.

 + visitmacedonranges.com
 + zigzagwines.com.au

A Natural High
One of the most asset-rich regions when it comes to 
autumn splendour is the High Country. Take to two wheels 
and cycle from Myrtleford, along the trail that follows the 
Ovens River, where you’ll be surrounded by changing trees, 
and return to taste the wine at Billy Button cellar door. In 
the small but picturesque town of Jamieson, there’s a self-
guided significant trees walk (drop in to the general store, 
post office or museum for a map). In autumn, the maples 
lining Cobham Street are particularly stunning. The town 
is at the junction of the Jamieson and Goulburn Rivers, so 
take the opportunity to hire a kayak from the Jamieson 
Caravan Park and go paddling. 

 + visitmyrtlefordvic.com.au
 + jamieson.org.au

Coastal Colour
On a drive along the Great Ocean Road, swing by 
Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum, designed 
by William Guilfoyle, who also created Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne. Not only can you view the cedar and 
elm leaves as they turn, but the gardens have excellent 
views of lakes Bullen Merri and Gnotuk.

 + facebook.com/camperdownbotanic

The Most 
Colourful 
Season
We’re not the only ones who feel the cool change. Here’s where to see 
Victoria’s deciduous trees turning autumnal shades of red, orange and gold.

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au Walhalla Rob Blackburn

Regional The Most Colourful Season
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Ballarat Begonia Festival Teagan Glenane

The King is Back
You know the songs, you’ve watched 
the ’68 Comeback Special too many 
times to remember, but you’ve never 
made it to Graceland. It doesn’t 
matter, because Bendigo Art Gallery 
is bringing the King to town. Elvis: 
Direct from Graceland (from 19 
March) features more than 300 
pieces from Presley’s former home 
in Memphis, including costumes, 
memorabilia and other treasured 
items. See his bejewelled Vegas 
jumpsuits, military uniforms, a gold 
telephone and the convertible MG 
used in Blue Hawaii. He was one 
of the most iconic figures of the 
twentieth century, and this is the first 
time Australian audiences will be 
able to see artefacts from his life.

 + bendigoregion.com.au

Autumn Visions
Ballarat is home to two 
extraordinary collections and 
they’re celebrated at the Ballarat 
Begonia Festival (12–14 March). 
While the begonias themselves 
are in the botanical gardens, the 
festivities – and blooms – take over 
the whole city, including a parade 
that travels down Sturt Street. Across 
nine villages, the Macedon Ranges 
Autumn Festival (26 March – 25 
April) showcases the region’s nature, 
creativity and produce, including a 
Pie and Tart Trail. See the best of the 
Grampians from your bike on Little 
Vic (31 March – 3 April), a four-day 
cycling event that brings together 
charming host towns, amazing 
scenery and excellent company.

 + ballaratbegoniafestival.com
 + visitmacedonranges.com
 + visitgrampians.com.au

Music for the Masses
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
returns to Geelong for two dates over 
autumn. Bach and Beamish will light 
up Deakin University’s Costa Hall on 
25 March, and Hidden Gems: Classical 
Brilliance on 17 June sees Benjamin 
Bayl conduct a program of Haydn, 
Schubert, Farrenc and Rameau. Get 
ready to scoot your boots and dance 
in those lines when musicians like 
Kasey Chambers, Adam Harvey and 
The Wolfe Brothers come together 
for the Gippsland Country Music 
Festival (23 April) in Mossvale Park. 
As well as great tunes, there’ll be 
woodchopping, food trucks, market 
stalls and carnival rides.

 + mso.com.au
 + gippslandcountrymusicfestival.
com

Check 
the
Calendar
If you want a little extra entertainment in your life, it 
pays to plan. Take off and take advantage of regional 
Victoria’s autumn events. Gippsland Country Music Festival

Regional Check the Calendar
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It’s only a 90-minute drive from Melbourne, with fast and 
frequent V/Line services, making what was once Victoria’s 
boom town an enticing destination for short stays. 
Especially for lovers of food and wine. Start the day with an 
exceptional brunch at Clothesline Cafe, peruse the huge 
range of beer and cider at Hop Temple, and indulge in fine 
dining at underbar.

Here’s Cheers
The city is dotted with cellar doors, wine bars, brew 
pubs and distilleries, creating quite the scene. A former 
produce store now showcases the output of Mitchell 
Harris Wines, but also consider heading out of town for 
a tasting at Eastern Peake cellar door. Get into the beer 
scene at Aunty Jacks, where styles as diverse as lager and 
stout are brewed on the premises. Keep an eye on the 
happenings at the Goods Shed, too, with Melbourne’s 
Little Lon taking space in this exciting development soon. 
Meanwhile, Ballarat's own Kilderkin Distillery is setting 
up its new venue at Mount Pleasant.

Take it Outside
There are plenty of reasons to take a walk around these 
parts. In the city itself, go for a stroll and check out the 
murals by Travis Price, including the Hop Queen and 
another referencing the city’s past in the Main Road 
precinct. Further out of town, carry your picnic basket to the 
peak of extinct volcano Mount Buninyong for outstanding 
views of the countryside. You can also get away from it all 
overnight at Jean-Claude, a vintage van by a dam.

Meet the Neighbour
Right on Ballarat’s doorstep is the stunning Pyrenees 
wine region, where you can cruise down country roads 
in search of more than 25 cellar doors that call this area 
home. Try barrel tasting at Taltarni Vineyard, which has 
been operating here since the 1960s, or order a bottle of 
Midnight Cuvee and one of the locally sourced platters at 
Blue Pyrenees Estate. If you want to discover more in just 
a day, take yourself to the Pyrenees Unearthed Wine and 
Food Festival (9 April).

 + visitballarat.com.au
 + visitpyrenees.com.au

It was a region built on gold, 
but there’s far more to discover 
– wine, adventure, wilderness – 
while visiting Ballarat and the 
neighbouring Pyrenees region.

Mitchell Harris Wines Matt Dunne

Regional Ballarat and Beyond

Ballarat  
and Beyond
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This autumn, Bendigo Art 
Gallery will be all shook 
up with the arrival of a 
special exhibition from 
Memphis.

He’s the King of Rock and Roll, and a 
source of inspiration and adulation 
around the world more than four 
decades after his death. Elvis Aaron 
Presley pressed his first song in 
1954, scored his first hit, ‘Jailhouse 
Rock’, two years later and has sold an 
estimated one billion records globally.

Now Elvis: Direct from Graceland 
is coming to Bendigo Art Gallery 
(19 March – 17 July). This exclusive 
exhibition will bring together more 
than 300 artefacts owned by Elvis 

– his military uniforms, a red MG 
convertible he took to Oahu when 
filming Blue Hawaii and, of course, 
some of those famous jumpsuits 
among them – in a rare appearance 
beyond the Graceland gates.
The exhibition also features vintage 
Elvis-branded merchandise, scripts 
from the Hollywood movies, Priscilla’s 
wedding dress and much more.  

For fans, this will be a unique 
opportunity to delve into the man 
beyond the music, with personal 
items brought from his former home 
that reveal his devotion to his parents 
and his love of karate, for example. 
Book your tickets today, because it’s 
now or never.

 + bendigoartgallery.com.au

Right: Elvis Presley strolls the grounds of 
his Graceland estate, 1957
Photo by Michael Ochs/Getty Images. © EPE. 
Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. 
All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2021 ABG 
EPE IP LLC.

Below: Elvis in a studded blue jumpsuit 
on stage in Las Vegas, 1972 
© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of 
EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2021 
ABG EPE IP LLC

All Hail the King

Elvis 68 Comeback Special Photograph: Fathom Events/CinEvents © EPE. Graceland and 
its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2021 ABG EPE IP LLC.

Regional All Hail the King
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Bring your esky because autumn 
offers the chance to indulge in some 
of Victoria’s precious produce. From 
orchards to vineyards, discover why 
fresh is best.

Get Picking
In the High Country town of Stanley, the apples are ready 
to come off the trees. You can stop by farm gates to buy 
them or visit Black Barn Farm to pluck your own. Nothing 
beats the crunch of a seriously fresh apple and here you can 
pick heritage varieties as well as favourites like Fujis. The 
Dandenong Ranges are pretty as a picture in autumn, but 
there’s another reason to visit. Head to Monbulk’s Ruefleur 
Chestnuts in April and May and you can gather these 
delicious delights, hidden in a prickly burr, straight from 
the ground. 

 + blackbarnfarm.com.au
 + chestnutfarmvic.com

Vintage Variations
Autumn is one of the most important times for 
winemakers around Victoria. It’s when vintage (picking 
the grapes) begins, although exact timings are determined 
by weather. In the Yarra Valley, take yourself to one of the 
larger wineries, like Domaine Chandon, where you can 
catch some of the action from afar on a self-guided tour. 
On the Mornington Peninsula, the restaurant at Montalto 
overlooks the vines. Sit back and enjoy a seasonal set-
course lunch by chef Matt Wilkinson and watch all the 
action taking place outside.

 + chandon.com.au
 + montalto.com.au

From the Orchard
What do you do when you can’t get what you want when 
you move to another country? You make it yourself. That’s 
what the Gurnett family did when they emigrated from 
Somerset in England in 2001. In Gippsland, near Fish 
Creek, they planted acres of wild and heritage apple trees to 
see which ones were suitable for cider making. Stop by the 
cellar door at Gurneys Cider and you can taste what they’ve 
been creating. You might find a collaboration with a local 
winery or scrumpy that’s been made from foraged apples. 

 + gurneyscider.com.au

It’s 
Harvest 
Season

Ruefleur Chestnuts Gurneys Cider Linsey Rendell

Regional It's Harvest Season
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St Leonards Pier

Regional Best of the Bellarine

You don’t even need to 
take your car to explore 
this lush peninsula 
right on the doorstep 
of Geelong. Make 
Portarlington your base 
and get moving.

There’s a simple way to ease yourself 
into life on the beautiful Bellarine 
Peninsula and that’s by catching Port 
Phillip Ferries from Docklands and 
disembarking at Portarlington. On the 
70-minute journey, you can sit back, 
relax and take in the scenery. 

New in Town
Built in 1888, the Portarlington 
Grand Hotel has had a sumptuous 
makeover and recently reopened. 
Book one of the 18 elegant rooms, 
where the Victorian grandeur has 
been propelled into the twenty-first 
century. The hotel also has a number 
of dining areas and a character-filled 
public bar.

Easy Rider
Hire a Bella e-bike to explore vast 
tracts of the peninsula without 
working up a sweat. The 15-kilometre 
Bellarine Coastal Trail links 
Portarlington and St Leonards, with 

stunning views and interesting segues 
along the way. You might also choose 
to pedal the Bellarine Taste Trail, 
which features producers, wineries 
and places to eat.

Seafood Eat Food
The Bellarine is almost completely 
surrounded by ocean, so it would 
be churlish not to enjoy the freshest 
catch. Pier St sits on the water’s edge 
in a cute kiosk conversion. Open all 
day, it serves up coffee and casual 
fare for brekkie and lunch, and more 
sophisticated dishes after dark.

 + visitgeelongbellarine.com.au

Best of the Bellarine
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The outline of this extraordinary landscape was formed 
thousands of years ago, when volcanoes erupted right 
across western Victoria. Now it offers the best of both 
worlds: a chance to feed your soul in nature and stave off 
hunger with gourmet offerings. Follow The Grampians 
Way Touring Route, a 285-kilometre loop, and revel in it all.

Take Your Wine
Some of Victoria’s oldest and most esteemed wineries 
are located within the Grampians. When you get to Great 
Western, you have a choice of three local legends: tour the 
heritage-listed underground cellars carved out by local gold 
miners at Seppelt Wines, book a tasting at the family-run 
Best’s Wines and check out the original Nursery Block 
plantings established in 1866, or sample some award-
winning sparkling shiraz from Grampians Estate. Elsewhere 
in the Grampians, taste the offerings of dozens of boutique 
wineries, from stunning Mount Langi Ghiran to the 
respected Pomonal Estate. Autumn brings with it another 
way to discover the best of the region, when the Grampians 
Grape Escape (30 April – 1 May) arrives in Halls Gap.

Gourmet Genius
It’s long been a destination dining experience, so every trip 
to the Grampians should include a stop at Wickens at Royal 
Mail Hotel, where chef Robin Wickens creates inspired 
degustation menus utilising produce from the hotel’s 
kitchen garden. And it’s not only grapes that grow in the 
region. Visit Grampians Olive Co to learn about the process 
of creating oil from the tree, and taste the full range. 

Natural High
For hikers, there are plenty of trails to explore in the 
national park, but one of the best takes you to the top of 
Mount William (Duwil). It’s just two kilometres long but 
has a steep climb that ends at the highest point in the 
Grampians, offering 360-degree views of the mountain 
ranges and open plains. For those who prefer water, there 
are lots of nearby lakes. Bring your kayak and go paddling 
through the eerie water-bound forest on Rocklands 
Reservoir, north of Hamilton.

 + visitgrampians.com.au

Go The Grampians Way

Wickens at Royal Mail Hotel

Regional It's Harvest Season

Follow The Grampians Way Touring Route that links the towns surrounding the majestic 
Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park. Explore the best of nature and the region’s tasty alternatives.

OVG Autumn Winter 2021_Full_.indd   3OVG Autumn Winter 2021_Full_.indd   3 11/3/21   13:1411/3/21   13:14

Regional Go The Grampians Way
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Fruit Flair
At Five Ducks Farm in the Grampians, 
there are citrus and fig trees, berry 
canes, and an orchard of pears and 
apples. That’s a lot of organic fruit. 
To ensure none goes to waste, Anita 
and Andy Evans make a range of 
preserves, jams, jellies and chutneys. 
At the farm gate, stock the pantry, 
buy fresh eggs and purchase fruit and 
berries when in season. 

 + fiveducksfarm.com.au

From the Sea
Any trip along the Great Ocean Road 
should include a stop at the Apollo 
Bay Fishermen’s Co-op. It’s set on the 
region’s last working fishing harbour, 
which means everything is fresh off 
the boat. Famous for its southern rock 
lobster, the co-op also offers prawns, 
fresh abalone, scallops and fish from 
Bass Strait.

 + apollobayfishcoop.com.au

Farm Fresh
Three generations of the Bisognin 
family are involved on the Gippsland 
farm at Bassine Specialty Cheeses. 
With milk sourced directly from their 
own herd of Holstein cows, the family 
makes brie, camembert, ricotta, 
gouda and other cheese varieties. 
Visit the cafe on the farm to taste the 
wares – there are also scones with jam 
and farm cream – then stock up in 
the shop. 

 + bassinespecialtycheeses.com.au

Saltbush Kitchen

Taste of the Regions

Next time you head out of 
Melbourne, don’t forget to 
pack an esky. This is your 
chance to return with the 
best produce in Victoria.

From farm gates with honesty boxes 
to artisan manufacturers making gold 
from local produce, the regions are 
filled with examples of what can only 
be described as good taste. Here are 
a few suggestions on where to find 
them.

Native Flavour
Keen to deepen her connection to 
Australia, Brigid Corcoran began 
experimenting with the flavours 
of bushfoods. Now, she works with 
local farmers to create small-batch 
products in Buninyong, near Ballarat, 
for Saltbush Kitchen. Transform your 
cooking by using its spices, salts and 
spice rubs made using ingredients 
like lemon myrtle, peppermint gum, 
mountain pepper and wattle seed.
saltbushkitchen.com.au 

Creamy Goodness
She’s a dairy farmer’s daughter, so 
perhaps it was in her blood. When 
Monica Cavarsan visited France, she 
tasted cultured butter that was just 
like the sort her mum used to make. 
It was the impetus she needed to start 
Bellarine Peninsula’s Lard Ass Butter. 
Now, Monica and her team use cream 
from the Western District and salt 
from Mount Zero to create a butter 
that is, well, better.

 + lardass.com.au

Apollo Bay Fishermen’s Co-op Emily Godfrey

Regional Taste of the Regions

111110

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
V

icto
ria

's R
e

g
io

n
s

http://fiveducksfarm.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://apollobayfishcoop.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://bassinespecialtycheeses.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://saltbushkitchen.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://lardass.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


GREAT ALPINE ROAD  
This is your bucket list road trip - from seaweed to snow gums! This is your bucket list road trip - from seaweed to snow gums! 

The Great Alpine Road climbs from the Gippsland Lakes,  The Great Alpine Road climbs from the Gippsland Lakes,  
up to the lofty heights of Mt Hotham, through the cutest little up to the lofty heights of Mt Hotham, through the cutest little 

alpine villages, plus breweries, wineries, galleries  alpine villages, plus breweries, wineries, galleries  
and even an award-winning olive grove. and even an award-winning olive grove. 

visitgippsland.com.au

Follow the Great Alpine 
Road to discover the best of 
Gippsland: the glistening 
coastline, fertile farmlands 
and incomparable system 
of lakes. 

Its full distance stretches more than 
300 kilometres from the popular 
Gippsland Lakes village of Metung 
to Bright in the High Country. But 
if you want to explore the best of 
Gippsland, focus on the Metung to 
Omeo segment of the Great Alpine 
Road, taking side trips to investigate 
whatever else piques your interest.

Life By the Lakes
The cluster of sleepy villages on 
the shores of the Gippsland Lakes 
at the start of your road trip are a 
water lovers’ paradise, with plenty of 

opportunity for kayak, SUP or fishing 
adventures. Nature lovers can take 
the free ferry from Paynesville to 
Raymond Island to spot koalas just 
hanging out, and a boat cruise from 
Lakes Entrance to see dolphins, seals 
and plenty of sea birds. Or simply 
kick back at the renowned Metung 
Hotel for lunch overlooking Bancroft 
Bay.

It’s So Fresh
The eating and drinking scene in this 
part of Gippsland has flourished. One 
great reason to come here is to dine 
at Mark Briggs’ Sardine Cantina in 
Paynesville, where, unsurprisingly, 
local seafood is a specialty. Not far up 
the Great Alpine Road is Ensay Winery. 
Visit the rammed-earth cellar door 
to try its shiraz, cabernet sauvignon, 
pinot noir and chardonnay. At Tongio, 
stop at Nullamunjie, where the olives 

grown and pressed on site become 
part of the menu at its Pressing Shed 
Cafe and Restaurant.

In the Hills
You’re heading towards the High 
Country here, and the landscape 
is lush and rolling. At this time 
of year, some of the trees will be 
changing colour to create a brilliant 
autumnal palette. The next stop 
on the Great Alpine Road is the 
former goldmining town of Omeo, 
where you can check out the Cassilis 
historical area, which was once 
among the richest gold  fields in 
Victoria. Hope you packed the bikes. 
Omeo also has a world-class pump 
track where MTB riders can perfect 
their skills.

 + visitgippsland.com.au

Metung Hotel Rob Blackburn

Regional Gippsland Greats

Gippsland Greats
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Spring Into It
The locals of Metung long enjoyed 
the pools of hot water that bubble to 
the surface near town, but the cost 
of upkeep forced their closure in the 
1990s. Now they’re back with the 
opening of Metung Hot Springs. The 
first phase includes seven pools of 
hot spring water, cold plunge pools, a 
day spa and 10 glamping safari tents. 
Plus, all facilities have amazing views 
of the Gippsland Lakes. Of course, its 
sister property, Peninsula Hot Springs, 
has long been one of the Mornington 
Peninsula’s most popular attractions. 
Book an early slot – it opens at 5am – 
and watch the sun rise from a coveted 
position in the hilltop pool. 

 + metunghotsprings.com
 + peninsulahotsprings.com

Overnight Sensation
There are just seven luxury villas at 
Lon Retreat, ensuring your visit to the 
Bellarine Peninsula is both private and 
relaxing. Owner Claire Gemes' family 
hand dug a well a hundred years ago 
to access mineral water below the 
farm for their cows. Now the water – 
naturally heated to 40ºC – runs into 
the bath tubs and pools here. Book 
a massage and soak away your cares 
in the mineral pool, then take a walk 
down the beach, read in a hammock or 
snack from fruit picked in the heritage 
orchard. Rejuvenate and replenish 
at Deep Blue Hotel and Hot Springs 
in Warrnambool. Many of the 80 
rooms and suites overlook the coast, 
and there are 15 different hot springs 
bathing experiences in the sanctuary. 
Combine soaking and treatments with 
walks to the beach and return home 
feeling like a new you.

 + lonretreat.com.au
 + thedeepblue.com.au

Bathhouse Beauties
Traditional bathing has been enjoyed 
at Hepburn Bathhouse & Spa 
since 1895. The facilities have been 
upgraded since then, and now a new 
generation of guests floats in the 
baths filled with mineral-rich waters 
drawn from the source. There’s also 
the chance to take the waters in your 
own private mineral bath. Of course, 
Hepburn Springs has some great 
restaurants utilising local produce, 
so book somewhere like The Surly 
Goat, where the prix fixe menu is 
created using produce from nearby 
regenerative farmers, to complete 
your visit.

 + hepburnbathhouse.com
 + thesurlygoat.com.au

Retreat Yourself
Need a little time to relax and feel yourself again? 
Then you should incorporate Victoria’s best spa and 
wellness experiences into your next getaway.

Peninsula Hot Springs Christopher Robert

Regional Retreat Yourself
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Timeless luxury and Mediterranean 
allure combine at the new 
InterContinental Sorrento  
Mornington Peninsula. 

Soon after it first opened in 1875, the Continental Hotel 
became a favourite seaside retreat. Revellers travelled from 
Melbourne to gather in its magnificent ballroom. Now it’s 
been given new life as The Continental Sorrento, home of the 
InterContinental Sorrento Mornington Peninsula, opening 
in April to reveal an exciting revival of seaside glamour.

Retreat in Reimagined Style
An intricate renovation of the historic limestone building 
has created 108 guest rooms and suites across three wings, 
bringing together a thoughtful melding of classic and 
contemporary design elements. Take in views of the ocean 
from a spacious private terrace, soak in a deep bath or 
enjoy the complimentary in-room bar. Each of the rooms 
and suites offers a refined elegance, with sophisticated 
appointments and styling designed to imbue the space 
with a sense of calmness.

A New Era 
of Seaside 
Glamour 

InterContinental Sorrento Mornington Peninsula

Premium Terrace Room

A Seaside Playground
Renowned Melbourne chef Scott 
Pickett is bringing his innovative 
take on the finest local produce to 
the signature restaurant, Audrey’s, 
named after his grandmother 
who taught him to cook. Enjoy a 
handcrafted cocktail before your meal 
at the Roaring Twenties-inspired 
Barlow. They’re just two of six on-site 
restaurants and bars. 

Set on a hilltop on the foreshore, 
the hotel is a destination within 
itself. Take a dip in the outdoor pool, 
surrounded by a Mediterranean-style 
deck and pool bar. There’s also the 
chance to step into tranquillity at 
Aurora Spa and Bathhouse. Relax 
with curative water therapies in 
subterranean treatment rooms or 
indulge in revitalising therapies, 
including massages, facials, 
hydrotherapy pool experiences and 
retreat packages.

Sorrento Shines
All this is just a 90-minute drive 
from Melbourne's CBD. The historic 
village of Sorrento, at the southern 
end of the Mornington Peninsula, 
is a playground for holidaymakers, 
with its two beaches, boutiques, 
art galleries and restaurants. 
Surrounding it are golf courses, 
world-class vineyards and, of course, 
the ocean. It’s the perfect setting 
for InterContinental Sorrento 
Mornington Peninsula’s chic revival.

 + sorrento.intercontinental.com

Regional A New Era of Seaside Glamour
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There’s so much to 
explore when you come 
to Shepparton, including 
the incredible new 
Shepparton Art Museum, 
but head out of town to 
discover even more.

Go Green
Emerald Bank is just south of 
Shepparton, and there’s enough here 
to fill the whole day. Start with 
breakfast at the Milestone Cafe & 
Bistro then do some shopping at 
Barclay’s Antiques & Collectables. 

After a round of mini golf you  
might even treat yourself to a  
sweet sensation at the Chocolate 
Apple Factory.

Classic Collections
It might be called the Museum 
of Vehicle Evolution (MOVE), but 
there’s more to see than cars at this 
Emerald Bank attraction. Of course, 
there are heritage motors on display, 
but you’ll also find vintage bikes and 
motorcycles, commercial vehicles, the 
10,000-item Loel Thomson Clothing 
Collection and more.

Festival Fun
Get ready to hear the sounds of G 
Flip, Ball Park Music, Drapht and 
Bodyjar resonate over the Shepparton 
Showgrounds when music festival, 
Land of Plenty (9 April), arrives. As 
well as Australia’s best established and 
emerging acts, there’ll also be carnival 
rides, market stalls, bars, food trucks 
and epic vibes.

 + visitshepparton.com.au

Range of Motion

Regional Range of Motion

You’ll be moving and grooving when you visit Greater Shepparton this autumn.

Museum of Vehicle Evolution (MOVE)

Take it to the Peak
The Grampians Peaks Trail is open 
for business. Covering 160 kilometres 
and tackled by the most committed of 
hikers over 13 days, it offers another 
20 different trail options of varying 
lengths. Each traverses the ruggedly 
beautiful terrain that is part of the 
cultural landscape cared for by the 
Djab Wurrung and Jardwadjali people 
for thousands of years. Most of the 
trail, including day hikes like the Lake 
Wartook Lookout to Halls Gap section, 
is graded four (hard), so anyone taking 
it on will need to be fit and prepared. 
Luckily, when the walking is done 
there’s the chance to relax at wineries 
and visit character-filled towns like 
Horsham, Pomonal and Dunkeld.

 + parks.vic.gov.au
 + visitgrampians.com.au

Land and Water
Get on your bike and take on the Great 
Southern Rail Trail, which covers 72 
kilometres from Leongatha to Port 
Welshpool in Gippsland. Some of the 
path cuts through lush farmland; at 
other times you’ll be surrounded by 
temperate rainforest. Take the family 
on the easy Leongatha to Koonwarra 
section, or challenge yourself on 
the longer ride between Meeniyan 
and Fish Creek. When you arrive, a 
chicken schnitzel at the art deco Fish 
Creek Hotel might be in order. If your 
preference is paddling over pedalling, 
sign up for the Gippsland Lakes 
Paddle Challenge (30 April). Choose 
a surf ski, a stand-up paddle board, 
even a rowing boat, and compete on 
Australia’s largest inland waterway.

 + gsrt.com.au
 + gippslandlakespaddlechallenge.
com.au

Rock With You
It’s most famous for disappearing 
schoolgirls. This probably never 
happened by the way – it’s merely 
one of those stories that has helped 
create the fabric of this country’s 
storytelling. Hanging Rock was 
formed by volcanic activity more 
than six million years ago, and is 
now a setting for sunny (safe) picnics, 
exciting events – Run the Rock is 
being held on 30 April – and scenic 
walks. Stay overnight in Woodend 
and you can cycle to Hanging Rock 
and on to boutique winery Hesket 
Estate. There’s also the opportunity 
to join Hanging Rock Llama Treks 
and hike through the Australian bush 
with a camelid companion.

 + visitmacedonranges.com

Nurture 
in Nature

Grampians Peaks Trail Belinda Van Zanen

Regional Nurture in Nature

Get out of town and 
revitalise body and 
soul. Make the most 
of spectacular days of 
sunshine by taking fun to 
the great outdoors. 

119118

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
V

icto
ria

's R
e

g
io

n
s

https://visitshepparton.com.au
http://parks.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://visitgrampians.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://gsrt.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://gippslandlakespaddlechallenge.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://gippslandlakespaddlechallenge.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://visitmacedonranges.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=autumn-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Get out of your car and 
pull on your boots. It's 
the best way to see the 
beauty of the Great 
Ocean Road.

In its entirety, the Great Ocean Walk 
is an eight-day trek stretching for 
more than a hundred kilometres 

between Apollo Bay and the 12 
Apostles. Each section is unique, 
and you can tackle it as a multi-
day hike or ease into nature with 
a gentle day walk. Pitch a tent at 
remote campsites or unwind in 
luxury accommodation. The choice 
is yours. 

Walk This Way
Looping 250 kilometres from 
Portland, the remote Great South 
West Walk weaves around Discovery 
Bay, Glenelg River and into untouched 
forests. Tackle a shorter section, like 
the eight-kilometre Blowholes to 
Bridgewater Bay walk, which takes in 
the petrified forest and a seal colony. 

Choose Your Path
Start your day with a latte and end 
it with wine on the Surf Coast Walk. 
Stretching from Torquay to Aireys 
Inlet, this 44-kilometre trail meanders 
across clifftops, through eucalypt 
forests and along sandy beaches. 
The easy, short Yellow Bluff to Point 
Danger section is close to Torquay.

New In Town
Ready to be explored this autumn 
is a spectacular 4.6-kilometre trail 
connecting Wye River to Kennett 
River along the coast. Even better, 
there’s a cold (or warm) beverage 
waiting at either end.

 + visitgreatoceanroad.org.au

Great Ocean Walk, Wreck Beach 
Lauren Doolan

Surf Coast Walk, Torquay Zoe Strapp

Great South West Walk, 
Cape Bridgewater

Great Ocean Walk, 12 Apostles Belinda Van Zanen

On the  
Right Track
Blaze a trail through the Great Ocean Road  
region this autumn.

Regional On the Right Track
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Anther Distillery
Visit Anther Distillery – the cocktail 
gateway to the Bellarine Peninsula 
and Great Ocean Road – and sip 
your way through spirits and 
cocktails made by internationally 
award-winning local distillers. 
Anther Distillery’s newest creation, 
Florescence Gin, is a collaboration 
with Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
that uses botanicals sourced from 
the Melbourne and Cranbourne sites. 
Florescence Gin is the offi  cial spirit 
of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
and is perfect in a G&T!

Train: 15 minutes’ walk from North 
Geelong Station

Open: Wed–Thurs, 12pm to 5pm; Fri, 
12pm to 8pm; 
Sat & Sun 12pm to 6pm 

PH3 Federal Mills, 33 Mackey St, 
North Geelong 
t 0424 781 543   
w anther.com.au    
Find us on:       

Healesville 
Sanctuary
Enjoy a bushland haven for 
Australian wildlife, set in the 
stunning Yarra Valley wine region.

See a variety of native reptiles and 
amphibians, as well as majestic birds 
of prey and magnifi cent parrots on 
full display at our world-renowned 
fl ight area. Wander through the 
tranquil trails and spot kangaroos, 
koalas, emus and critically 
endangered species.

Don't miss the daily Spirits of the Sky 
free-fl ight bird presentation, or the 
Wurundjeri Walk, which celebrates 
the life of Elder William Barak.

Kids visit free on weekends and 
school holidays.

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Glen Eadie Avenue, Healesville  
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/healesville

start  your   
  journey with us

The best travel  The best travel  
pawtners have fur  pawtners have fur  
and four legsand four legs
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Scan here to 
find out  

more about 
Mildura:

Around and About 
Travel and 
Planning
Get your friends or family together 
for a private tour exploring Victoria. 
See the Great Ocean Road, Phillip 
Island, Wilsons Prom, Gippsland, 
the Grampians, Mount Macedon, 
Daylesford or the Yarra Valley wine 
region. Around and About Travel 
off ers you the chance to see your 
own backyard on a small group tour 
with only 10 passengers. Book now 
to receive a discount.

We pick up from most Melbourne 
city hotels and hostels. 
t 0414 637 072   
w aroundandabout.com.au   
e info@aroundandabout.com.au    
Find us on:    

Anther Around and About
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New year, 
new airport 
experience
Melbourne Airport is Victoria’s 
gateway to the world, and there are 
plenty of ways to spend your time 
before your plane takes off.

Terminal 1

Home to Qantas’ Melbourne domestic 
operations, Terminal 1 offers a broad range 
of products and services. Whether it’s the 
latest fashions, a new magazine or just some 
travel essentials, there’s something for 
everyone. Throw in a number of cafés, bars 
and fast food outlets, and there’s a meal for 
any traveller.

Terminal 3

Virgin Australia operates from Terminal 
3, which sits directly adjacent to the 
International Terminal. Experience the best 
of Melbourne with a variety of boutique cafés, 
shops, bars and eateries that will give you a 
true Melbourne send-off.

Terminal 4

Terminal 4 features an expanded departure 
lounge and a large selection of shopping 
and food choices. Have a bite in some of 
Melbourne’s favourite eateries, cafés and bars, 
a great way to spend your time before flying 
off on your Jetstar or Rex flight.

Safe, secure & hygienic
We care about getting every passenger from A to B 
safely, which is why we have a variety of safety and 
hygiene programs operating in all of our terminals. 

Here’s how we’re making sure your journey is safe 
and seamless:

· Masks are mandatory within all terminals

· Increased cleaning and sanitising

· Increased sanitising of high touch points

· Hundreds of hand sanitiser units for public use

· Contactless payments

· Physical distancing aids

Along with these measures, our staff are trained to 
make sure that our passengers’ safety is our number 
one priority.

A X I L CO F F E E R OA S T E R S

w melbourneairport.com.au
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Transport Maps
Straight to your phone 

Click here  
to download

Regional train 
and coach 
network

Victorian train 
network

Melbourne tram 
network

SkyBus Airport Transfers
SkyBus Melbourne City Express is famous for running 
24/7, 365 days a year and every eight minutes during 
peak times. Our Southbank, Docklands, St Kilda, 
Peninsula Express and Western Express services operate 
seven days a week. We also service Avalon Airport. 
Enjoy free wifi  onboard and unlimited luggage. Ticket 
booths: Melbourne Airport at kerbside, CBD and SkyBus 
Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station. SkyBus 
Link free transfer service between Southern Cross 
Station and accommodation in Melbourne’s city centre 
is available to all Melbourne City Express and Avalon 
City Express passengers. 

Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. For tickets 
and fare information visit our website.

Melbourne Airport at kerbside (T1, T3 & T4) CBD 
SkyBus Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station 
t 1300 SKYBUS
w skybus.com.au
Find us on:     

Avalon Airport
If you want to touch down and drive straight out to enjoy 
the sights, choose Avalon Airport. Avalon is the most 
effi  cient and economical airport in Australia.

It’s only 40 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD, which is now 
easier than ever to reach on the SkyBus Avalon City Express.

Avalon Airport is also the closest international airport to the 
Great Ocean Road, Bells Beach, Geelong and the 12 Apostles.

Drive straight up the highway, park out the front, grab a 
drink or meal and stay connected with free wifi , while 
charging all your devices in comfort right by the gate. 
It really is fl ying made easy.

Bus: SkyBus Avalon City Express to/from Southern Cross 
Station via Werribee, or SkyBus Geelong Express to/from 
Geelong, the Bellarine and the Surf Coast

Open: Daily, 4am to midnight

80 Beach Road, Lara
t 03 5227 9100
w avalonairport.com.au
Find us on:     

Transport Maps
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City Map



Coupons

Department 
of Transport

Authorised by the Department of Transport, 1 Spring Street, MelbournePT
VH

57
85

/2
2

myki Explorer includes: 
–  A ready-to-use myki card with one day’s unlimited travel on public transport 

in metropolitan Melbourne.
– Handy maps.
–  Access to exciting attraction discounts for Queen Victoria Market,  

Melbourne Skydeck, MCG tours, the Australian Sports Museum and more. 

For more information and where to buy, visit ptv.vic.gov.au/mykiexplorer

Start exploring!
Visiting Victoria or exploring a new part of town?

For everything you need to get started
on public transport, there’s…

While every attempt has been made to ensure accurate information at the time of going to press, the publishers accept no responsibility for supplied 
information or omissions.

This guide uses paper from internationally 
certified sustainably managed forests and 
is printed at a plant that holds the ISO14001 
Environmental Management System certification.

Melbourne Official Visitor Guide is supported and endorsed by the following organisations:

Keep up to date with the latest events, 
attractions, activities, food and drink with the 
Melbourne and Victoria Official Guide online: 
visitvictoria.com/officialguide

Published by Visit Victoria
Victoria’s Tourism & Events Company
visitvictoria.com 

Get in touch with the team today: ovg@visitvictoria.com.au or find 
out more at corporate.visitvictoria.com/resources
To order guides contact ovgorders@visitvictoria.com.au

Click here to access 
special deals and save 
to your phone.
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*Terms and conditions apply.

Surround yourself with unparalleled coastal glamour at 
The Continental Sorrento. 

Transport yourself from the everyday to the extraordinary,  
taste the flavours of the nearby sea and enjoy views over stunning Sorrento.

WIN
A Luxury Coastal Escape on the 

Mornington Peninsula
Worth more than $1,800

● A two-night stay in a  
Premium Terrace Room for two 

at InterContinental Sorrento 
Mornington Peninsula

● Degustation dinner menu 
with matching wine at  
Scott Pickett’s Audrey’s

● 90-minute bathing ritual at 
Aurora Spa and Bathhouse

Prize includes:

 + thecontinentalsorrento.com.au
 + sorrento.intercontinental.com

 + auroraspa.com.au

WIN
OFFICIAL GUIDE

Competition

Click here 
for your 
chance  
to win

WINWIN
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